
Dear prospective colorguard parents, 
 

Thank you for supporting your child’s interest in the colorguard program of 
Yorktown High School’s marching band.  I am Chris Roland, the head instructor for this 
ensemble. 

Colorguard is a bit of both pageantry and sport.  Flags, rifles, sabers, and dance 
are used to interpret the music and entertain the audience.  Many hours will be spent 
conditioning, training, and eventually rehearsing the choreography the students will be 
given to perform as part of the marching band this fall.  After months of hard work, they 
will have opportunity to take their show to the field and perform both for audiences at 
home football games, and also at marching band competitions where they will face off 
against bands and guards from other high schools.  The students will develop a 
foundation in dance fundamentals, learn technique to understand and master colorguard 
equipment, and grow as a performer.  Additionally, I hope that this activity will foster in 
our students an increased sense of self-confidence, will mature their understanding of 
responsibilities to themselves and to others, and will provide a great time making new 
friends across the entire band. 

There are plenty of volunteer opportunities for parents in this program.  We 
appreciate chaperones for band camp, football games, and competitions, and we always 
need help from parent volunteers for sewing flags and uniforms.  We will hold a parents 
meeting early in the summer to explain the program, solicit volunteers, and field any 
questions you may have. 

You probably already have many questions about the activity in which your child 
is about to participate.  I hope that the FAQ provided with this letter addresses some of 
these concerns.  If for any reason you have further questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at the phone number or e-mail address listed below. 

Again, I want to thank you for your continued support.  Without the invaluable 
support of our members’ parents, we wouldn’t be able to offer the students the 
educational, competitive, and worthwhile experience we seek to provide. 

 
 
 
Best wishes, 

 
Christopher Roland 
703-302-0007 
christopher.roland@gmail.com
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