
 

2016 Wrap Up 
 

Yorktown High School 

We would like to give the heartiest thanks to the YHS Music Department 

staff, Band Booster volunteers, families, and friends for your active in-

volvement and incredible support of our wonderful Yorktown Band pro-

gram! 

As many of you know, Mr. Bersh was awarded the Yorktown High School 

Teacher of the Year.  This award acknowledges what his students have 

known all along:  Mr. Bersh is a teacher worthy of the highest 

praise.   Thank you, Mr. Bersh, for providing our musicians with a support-

ive, collegial environment and endless opportunities to be challenged mu-

sically and beyond.   We have watched our teenagers grow socially, emo-

tionally, academically, and musically under your tutelage, and we appreci-

ate your infinite time and energy to make that happen.  We also extend our 

thanks and gratitude to the wonderful staff, including JD Slaughter and 

Chris Roland. We thank you for your passion for music and colorguard, 

your devotion to our students, and for giving all of us another fantastic 

year of musical growth and accomplishments in all of the ensembles. 

Band Booster parents, families and friends, thank you so much for the 

countless hours, dedication, and care you have put into our program.  The 

Yorktown High School band is wonderful because of the hours you have 

put in as a supporter. From chaperoning band camp and the spring trip, 

fitting uniforms, loading equipment, donating food, car rides and your 

time, as well as raising money for financial assistance and instruments, we 

salute you.  We hope that returning families will consider taking on leader-

ship roles and that new members of our band family will experience the joy 

and rewards of participating and supporting our students and pro-

gram.  Please feel free to contact Marna Louis at marnalouis@gmail.com if 

you would like to help with next year’s Booster volunteer positions.  Please 

don’t hesitate to contact us with questions, or to volunteer to lead or help 

with any of our events or activities. You will be joining a fun, dedicated, 

large team! 

Good luck, best wishes, and thank you to the 2016 senior students and 

their families for their commitment to the Music Program and Yorktown. 

You have been faithful stewards and supporters of every aspect of the band 

program, always asking what help was needed and what more you could 

do. Best of luck as you enter the next stage of your lives; may music contin-

ue to be an outlet for your creativity. We hope to see you at future events! 

      ~ Kimberly Brewer and Marna Louis 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Marching Band Spring 

Reading Session 

Dates: June 15  

Time:  6—8 pm  

Location:  Yorktown High 

School (YHS) 

 

Marching Band  

Pre-Camp Rehearsals 

August 6th  (2-6pm) & August 

8th (5-8pm) 

Location: YHS 

 

Marching Band Camp at  

Mercersburg Academy 

August 9-14, 2016 

 

Yorktown Bands 

Band Day! 

Biggest Fundraiser of the year! 

Date:  September 17th 

Location:  YHS 

 

FROM THE BAND BOOSTERS 

YORKTOWN BAND NEWS 



The Yorktown Indoor Percussion Ensemble shared their 2016 program “The Rose 
That Grew from Concrete,” with family and friends on April 7th. This year’s produc-
tion was grounded in the words of a short poem of the same title by Tupac Shakur. 
Tupac suggested that one would never judge a rose that grew from concrete by its 
damaged petals or broken stems, but instead – would marvel at its ability to over-
come that incredible obstacle and remain a symbol of beauty and love.  
 
The musical pro-
gram helped tell this 
story through the jux-
taposition of 
dark, harsh vocals 
with delicate melodies 
and harmon-
ic structures; as well 
as the opposite – 
dark, harsh melo-
dies against lighter, 
softer vocals. Visually, 
the color palette fea-
tured subtle red high-
lights against harsh 
grey and black tones. 
This dichotomy provided a canvas for the performers to showcase the struggle that 
we all encounter in our lives and the simple fact that none of us overcome every 
obstacle or struggle unscathed. 
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INDOOR PERCUSSION 

The Yorktown High School Winterguard has just completed a rewarding season, 
showcasing our 2016 production "DotDotDot" at five competitions, two exhibitions, 
and AIA Championships during the winter and spring months.  For the first time 
ever, the program invited students from Wakefield HS to join us, adding six new 
members to our ensemble already comprising eleven Yorktown HS students and two 
Williamsburg MS students.  Our winter season began in November with our open 
houses, followed by two months of intensive training and conditioning in dance tech-
nique and the fundamentals of spinning flag, rifle, and sabre.  At the start of the new 
year, we began staging our production.  We continued to clean and develop this pro-
duction, taking it to competitions in February and March, and culminating in our 
circuit championship the first weekend of April.   
This group of 19 students was mostly new to our winter colorguard program: for 12 

students, this was their 
very first season with us; 
and for another 5, this 
was only their second 
season.  The students rose 
to the challenge and 
earned a coveted spot as 
an AIA Finalist Winter-
guard.  We thank the stu-
dents, parents, and staff 
for all their support this 
past winter season, and 
excitedly look forward to 
the fall marching band 
season. 
 

THINKING ABOUT 

PURSUING MUSIC IN 

COLLEGE? 

Here’s Some Advice 

from your peers and 

their parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ Katherine Lundy 

 

 

 
 

Winterguard 

Sign up for audition 

dates as soon as you 

can, and be sure to or-

ganize so none of them 

overlap.  

Make a list of all the 

pieces you are going to 

play for each school, it is 

good to know what 

you're going to play well 

in advance. 

Be prepared for in-

terview questions!!!! 



SPRING CONCERTS 
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The Senior Experience 

program is a four-week program 

offered during the final month of 

the academic year prior to gradu-

ation.   

Check out what some of the sen-

iors are doing involving music. 

Bennett Maupin - Recording 

studio w/ American University 

Recording Professor 

Cameron Small - Bach to Rock 

music school, McLean 

Chris Gaines - Arlington Tradi-

tional School -  elementary band 

Andrew Acs - U.S. Army Band 

Zach Hanna - Patrick Henry -  

elementary band 

Caeley Niess - Army, Navy, & Air 

Force Band trumpet section ap-

prenticeship 

Katherine Lundy - Tuckahoe -  

elementary music 

John Wehmeyer - Williamsburg - 

middle school band 

Hannah James - NSO appren-

ticeship 

 

The spring concerts are always memorable and 

this year was no exception.  The evening of music 

by the Concert Band, Percussion Ensemble, and 

Symphonic Band was capped off with a world 

premiere of “Songbook:  Concerto for Oboe and 

Winds,”  from the Sevdah Commission Project, an 

exciting collaboration between three Arlington 

Public School music teachers.  Composed by Carl 

Holmquist (band director at HB Woodlawn), 

commissioned and performed by Katelyn Kyser 

(oboist and music teach at Tuckahoe Elementary 

School) and directed by Brian Bersh, this concerto 

is an educational and musical response  to the 

20th anniversary of the end of the siege of Saraje-

vo and features their folk tune tradition, 

sevdahlinka.  

Big Band – Highlights 

The Big Band had another fantastic year of music, achievement, and 
fun.  Here are some of the highlights:  

 Hosted the 3rd Annual Essentially Ellington Regional High 
School Jazz Band Festival in coordination with Jazz at Lincoln 
Center and The U.S. Army Blues Jazz Ensemble. Featured star-
studded evening performance with U.S. Army Blues, Ron Carter, 
James Chirillo, & Sal Lozano! 

 Selected to perform on the Finals Stage at the Mid-Atlantic Jazz 
Festival for 3rd consecutive year!.  

 10 students selected to the Chantilly International Jazz Festival 
All-Star Big Band, 3 students selected to All State ensembles & 3 
students awarded solo awards in 2016 Festival Disney competi-
tion. 

 2016 Festival Disney, Superior Rating, Orlando FL. Silver medal 
finalist. 

 

 

Fun was had by all at the 5th An-

nual Band Chili Cook-off held at 

Yorktown on April 16th.  The 

crowd tasted chili and baked 

sweets while the Jazz band per-

formed.  

Performing at Zoo Lights 

in December  
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ALUMNI  

SPOTLIGHT 
 

Ben St. Pierre (YHS 2015) 
 
When I was applying to go to 
college, I knew I wanted to 
study music at a high level. I 
played auditions at 6 schools, 
but even after those, I wasn’t 
quite sure where I would end 
up. And I had no idea that 
this process would land me in 
Houston, much less the state 
of Texas! And, believe it or 
not, going to school at Rice 
University is one the best de-
cisions I have ever made. 
 
Recently, I finished up my 
freshman year studying tuba 
performance at Rice Universi-
ty. Going into Rice and study-
ing music, I knew that the 
odds would be stacked against 
me. After all, two thirds of the 
music students at Rice in the 
Shepherd School of Music are 
graduate students, with much 
more experience than I have. 
The challenge of playing in an 
orchestra with so many peo-
ple who either had won jobs 
or were about to win jobs was 
exactly why I wanted to go to 
Rice, but I was also incredibly 
intimidated! From day one at 
Rice, I knew I had to step up 
my game big time. Every time 
I walked into orchestra re-
hearsal, I heard sounds that I 
could not believe! I was 
astounded that these people 
were my peers, but sounded 
like absolute masters! There I 
was, sitting there dumbfound-
ed - often I even forgot when 
to come in, I was so captivat-
ed by the other players in the 
orchestra! (continued pg 6) 

Andrew Acs Pomona College, Linguistics 

Laura Binczewski University of Delaware, Psychology/Neuroscience 

Jimmy Cederholm Texas Tech, Kinesiology 

Dermott Flynn George Mason University, Engineering 

Jonathan Fogelson GMU, Music Education& Film Production 

Robert Gagne Gap Year 

Chris Gaines University of Victoria 

Alison Gaylord Virginia Tech, Physics 

Zach Hanna VCU, Jazz Studies 

Tommy Hurtado Georgetown, International Relations 

Hannah James George Mason University, Flute Performance 

Katherine Lundy Michigan State University, Music Education 

Annie Manville University of Virginia 

Bennett Maupin Ithaca College, Sound Recording Technology 

Kyle Mayo-Blake VCU, Film/Journalism 

Brendan McShane Fordham/Columbia University,3/2 Engineering, Physics 

Michaela Morrison Denison University 

Scott Murphy College of William and Mary, Computer Science 

Caeley Niess University of North Texas, Trumpet Performance 

David Nussbaum University of Virginia 

Brendan Reicherter St. John’s College 

Cameron Small Drexel University, Music Industry 

Ana Stevens Pomona College 

John Vasapoli Fairleigh Dickinson , Finance 

John Wehmeyer George Mason University, Music Education 

CONGRATULATIONS SENIORS ! 



More Advice About Pursuing 

Music In College... 

 

Q:  Where was the best source for 

finding the information you need-

ed? 

A: Start with Mr. Bersh, and if he 

doesn’t have an answer he will 

most definitely point you in the 

right direction. Remember, Mr. 

Bersh went to college for music 

also, so he has a lot of personal 

experience that may be useful to 

any student aspiring to study mu-

sic at the college level. Like I said 

though, if he isn’t able to help you 

directly he has the connections to 

get you in contact with the right 

people.  

 

Q: What would you do differenc-

ing regarding the application pro-

cess? 

A: I definitely would have put 

more effort into doing well on the 

SAT/ACT. I did well enough to get 

into the school I wanted to go to, 

but in order to be considered for 

some forms of scholarship, the 

SAT/ACT were big components 

that often had cut offs that are 

considerably higher than the aver-

ages posted in naviance for a given 

school. 

 

Q: Any things through the process 

you did really well that set you up 

for success? 

A: Plan ahead! Its really important 

to have long term goals, and have a 

long term view of what it is you 

want to do and accomplish, so you 

can create a plan to get there. If 

you don’t know where you are go-

ing, how are you supposed to get 

there? 

~ John Wehmeyer 

 Amy Blum (Band Camp Chaperone, 
Senior Night, Spring Trip Coordina-
tor) 

 Joan Gaines (First Aid) 

 Meade Hanna (Treasurer) 

 Mike Hanna (Equipment Transporta-
tion) 

 Mackenzie Kearney (Band Camp/
Spring Trip Chaperone, PTA Liaison, 
Public Relations, Chili Cook-off) 

 Karen Lundy (Band Day) 

 Elena Manville (Secretary) 

 Tammy Mao-Blake (Hospitality) 

 Greg McShane (Equipment Trans-
portation, Football Game Supervisor) 

 Peggy McShane (First Day Breakfast) 

 Marie Milnes-Vasquez (Welcome 
Happy Hour Host, Band Camp Coor-
dinator, Supplies/Purchasing, Spring 
Trip Chaperone) 

 Michael Morrison (Band Camp/
Spring Trip Chaperone, Concert Pro-
grams, Photography) 

 Suzette Niess (Band Camp Chaper-
one, Jazz Festival Coordinator) 

 Barbara Nussbaum (Newsletter) 

 Diane Small (Indoor Percussion 
Treasurer Assistant) 

 Anne Wittenberg (Marching Band 
Uniforms, Website Assistance) 

Special Thanks to Our Graduating Booster Leaders! 



ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 
WITH BEN 
(CONTINUED) 

 
And so I really worked hard. 
The old adage that the only 
way to really improve is to play 
against/with people who are 
better than you is so incredibly 
true. My teacher was and still 
is a huge mentor to me. He has 
helped me to totally change my 
thought process and approach 
to the tuba and music in gen-
eral, and for that I owe him 
everything. The other tuba 
players at Rice (of which there 
are two) have been invaluable 
supporters and role models for 
me. Indeed, everyone across 
Rice campus has a special kind 
of self-awareness and owner-
ship of their own success and 
work that continues to inspire 
me every day. I can’t believe 
that I’m lucky enough to work 
amongst the people who are 
my peers, and yet are so much 
more wise and knowledgable 
than I. And you know what? I 
think I’m finally getting a han-
dle on how to play the tuba! 
 
I hope that all of you students, 
after high school, regardless of 
where you go or what you want 
to do, can find a way to pursue 
your passions and surround 
yourself by people who are im-
mensely talented. It may seem 
daunting, but if you ask me, its 
better to be small fish in a big 
and competitive pond, rather 
than a big fish in a small pond. 
Otherwise, you’ll never grow, 
and you’ll never learn just how 
great you can be!  

SPRING AWARDS 
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David Nussbaum: The National School Marching Award recog-

nizes outstanding contributions on the field. It honors the mu-

sical contributions and dedication of student leaders whose 

example inspires others. 

 

Jacob Dormuth: The Louis Armstrong Award was inau-

gurated in 1974 with the consent of his widow shortly after 

this great jazz artist died in 1971. It honors the outstand-

ing jazz musician at each high school. 

 

 

Zach Hanna: The Woody Herman Jazz Award was created in 

1988, shortly after Herman's death, to honor outstanding 

jazz students. 

 

Caeley Niess: The John Philip Sousa Band 

Award Introduced in 1955 to honor the top student in 

the high school band, the John Philip Sousa Band Award 

recognizes superior musicianship and outstanding dedi-

cation. It was created with the approval of Helen Sousa 

Albert and Priscilla Sousa, daughters of the famous com-

poser and bandmaster. 

Katherine Lundy: The Gilmore Band Award was introduced in 

1994 in honor of the legendary bandmaster and impresario. 

This award honors outstanding high school band students and 

their achievements and commitment to the band. 

 

Andrew Acs: Semper Fidelis Award for 

Musical Excellence is awarded to a stu-

dent who displays traits that the Marine Corps consid-

ers essential to being a good leader: endurance, 

knowledge, unselfishness, dependability, enthusiasm 

and loyalty. 

 

 

Congratulations to these members of the Yorktown Band Program! 
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More to know about 
music in college… 
 
 
Q:  How far in advance do 
you suggest getting start-
ed? 
 
A: The summer before my 
junior year is the first 
time I really started to 
focus most of my energy 
on music. Up until then, I 
did a lot of everything. I 
played lots of sports, took 
all the hardest classes, 
and still did music. But 
when junior year came 
along I knew music was 
the direction I wanted to 
go, and I started taking 
steps to get there. I took 
AP Music Theory my jun-
ior year, and played in 
both the Concert Band 
and the jazz bands here at 
Yorktown. I also sought 
out private instruction 
with a local professor 
(Glenn Dewey) that year 
in January and have been 
studying with him since. 
He helped me with my 
auditions as well. 
 

~ John Wehmeyer  
 
 

We are always on a journey. Be it from the start to the end of a 
marching season or our varied paths through high school and 
through life - we are all doing the best we can to navigate the chang-
es and obstacles that come our way. There are times when the dis-
tance we must travel to achieve our goals can seem long and daunt-
ing, but it is important to remember that every journey begins with 
a single step. 
 
Featuring John Adams’ Short Ride in a Fast Machine, Samuel 
Hazo’s . . . Go, John Mackey’s Frozen Cathedral, and the fifth move-
ment of Stephen Bryant’s Concerto for Wind Ensemble - We are 
proud to announce Yorktown’s 2016 Production, “Go.” 
 
This show will offer an opportunity to reflect on the expectations 
and pressures we feel from friends, family, and school, and the pres-
sures we place on ourselves. We will consider how those expecta-
tions can translate into stress and the pursuit of daily schedules that 
might place an unsustainable level of demand on our bodies and our 
minds. Sometimes it may feel like we are always on the go, rushing 
to the next thing, and double booking ourselves as we balance com-
mitments with school, friends, jobs, our families . . . We could all 
benefit from finding time to wind down and recharge. Rest can bet-
ter enable us to live in the moment and fully engage in whatever we 
are doing so that we can give the task at hand our full attention and 
really go for it!  
 
This show will offer a platform from which to discuss the pride and 
confidence that can come from pursuing our goals and taking in-
formed risks. Sometimes taking the first step is the hardest, and 
sometimes once we get going it can be hard to stop! We can think of 
no better time to address the feeling of always being on the go and 
taking first steps toward our goals than in the midst of marching 
band season. 

MARCHING BAND PREVIEW 

Save-the-Date 

Marching Band 

Welcome Back  

Barbeque! 

August 6th  

6:00—7:30pm 

YHS 

Come meet staff, stu-

dents, families and 

alumni! Spring Trip  - Disney, Orlando FL  


