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IMPORTANT DATES 

 

January 23—Yorktown High 

School Essentially Ellington 

Regional Jazz Festival  

 January 30—Symphonic 

Camp, 12:00—8:30 pm 

(dinner included) 

For Concert Band and Sym-

phonic Band members — 

- Masterclasses & Sectionals 

provided by professional mu-

sicians 

Open to the Public—

Performance at 7:00 pm by 

U.S. Navy Concert Band 

February 2—St. Olaf Band, 

8pm at Yorktown HS 

February 20—Concert Band 

Assessment at Wakefield HS 

March 12—Symphonic Band 

Assessment at South Lakes HS 

April 20—24—Spring Trip to 

Orlando Florida 

 

 

YORKTOWN BAND NEWS 

FROM THE BAND BOOSTER CO-PRESIDENTS 

Dear Band Boosters and Community, 

We are writing with such gratitude for another marching season that was 
wonderful, exciting, award winning, and extraordinarily fun.  The marching 
band this year performed Home.  The song and the performance reminded all 
of us how important home and community are to everyone.  The title and the 
show are especially applicable to the feelings of home and belonging that our 
students feel being a member of the Yorktown High School Band.   

So many events, performances, and competitions have already highlighted the 
2015-2016 school year.  The marching band seniors and guard members were 
honored at Yorktown’s last home game and even though the halftime show 
was a soggy one, it remained a noteworthy and exciting way to thank the sen-
iors who have dedicated themselves this fall and through previous seasons 
working alongside Mr. Bersh. 

The Yorktown Marching Patriots made us proud! Awards and recognition in-
cluded: 

1st Place, IV A - US Bands Marine Corps Invitational, Annapolis, MD.  

1st Place, IV A - The Marching Music Series presented by Music in Motion: 
Northeast Edition, Towson University, MD. 

2nd Place, IV Open – Band by the Bay Competition, Annapolis, MD. 

Superior (I) Rating, VBODA State Marching Band Assessment. 

Caption Awards from the 2015 season include: Best Music, Best Visual Per-
formance, Best Percussion, & Best Overall Effect. 

None of this would have been possible without the hard work and dedication 
of our amazing staff: 

Brian Bersh, Director 

JD Slaughter, Assistant Director 

Chris Roland, Guard Instructor  

Lisette Armstrong, Brass Staff 

Bryce Owen, Brass Staff 

Liz Schultz, Woodwinds Staff 

Anamarie Diaz, Woodwinds Staff 

Nancy Hooper, Battery Staff 

Nick Haring, Battery Staff 

Kevin Thompson, Front Ensemble 
Staff 

Continued, page 2 



Please consider becoming involved in the many exciting and important opportuni-
ties coming up.  We had great support for the annual poinsettia fundraiser under 
the direction of our booster leads, Carole Tuner and Kate Patton.  Funds generated 
from all our fundraisers support everyone’s costs for the spring trip to South Caroli-
na and Orlando, as well as clinics, instruments, and music enrichment programs.  
 Thanks to all of you who have already become Booster members by making a 
donation to the Yorktown Band Boosters.  If you haven’t already done so, it’s never 
too late! Please consider joining at whatever level works for you.  You will find a 
form in this newsletter and the form, along with all program, ensemble, and sched-
uling information, can be found on the band webpage: www.yorktownband.org. 
Please visit our website often. It is a great resource for up-to-date information and 
everything band! 
 We also want to take this opportunity to thank the many dedicated volunteers 
who have given their time, energy, and talents at Band Camp, on Band Day, on foot-
ball game nights, at competitions, and ensuring that every student and ensemble 
looks their very best in their band uniform and concert attire.  Thank you all for the 
support you give to our students and this program.  We continue to rely on your 
support and recognize that we could not have the program we do without your help. 
 We are so excited about the year of music underway! Please let us hear from 
you.  We value your involvement, feedback, and suggestions as our Yorktown band 
family continues to grow and thrive. 

Cathy Celestino & Kim Brewer, 2015-16 Yorktown Band Booster Co-Presidents 

 

BAND DAY 2015—ANOTHER RECORD SET! 

FROM THE BAND BOOSTER CO-PRESIDENTS (CONTINUED) 

On September 19, 101 Yorktown Band members from the Concert, Symphonic and 

Marching Bands and the YHS Color Guard met early on a Saturday to kick off Band 

Day.  Twenty-eight chaperones joined the crew to saturate the YHS neighborhoods 

with Band members asking 

for contributions to support 

the YHS Band program.   

The temperature was near 

80 degrees, but the kids per-

severed and the wonderful 

Arlington neighbors donated 

funds that set a new Band 

Day record and an awesome 

effort by the kids and the 

volunteers! 

The leave-behind enve-

lopes came in over the 

next several weeks, adding to a very successful event! 

Thanks to all who participated—the band students, the drivers, the money coun-

ters, the breakfast donation gatherers, the sign crew, and Mr. Bersh.  Several first-

time chaperones commented how easy the job was and how they enjoyed getting to 

know other kids.  There was participation across all band programs, including sev-

eral students who were unavailable on Band Day but distributed additional flyers 

and envelopes on their own time. 

Breakfast donations were provided by Black Rock Orchard (Westover Farmers 

Market), BJ’s, Dunkin Donuts (Willston Center), Heidelberg Bakery, Chesapeake 

Bagel Bakery and Starbucks (both at Lee-Harrison).     

              Karen Lundy 
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Ben Celestino and Dermot Flynn covered the neighborhood where an 
APS School Board member lives and posed for a picture. 

Honor Bands Experience 

All Virginia Jazz  

Ensemble - Zach Hanna  

My favorite part of AVJE was 

meeting phenomenal musi-

cians from around the state. 

My conductor (Bryan Kidd) 

brought a lot of excitement to 

the band, as well as a lot of 

experience and knowledge. I 

learned how to play with a 

more laid back feel to my 

swing. If I had the opportunity 

to do it again next year I would 

look forward to learning from 

different styles. 

Senior Regional Orchestra 

– Caeley Niess 

This fall I played principal 

trumpet in the Senior Regional 

Orchestra. It is a three-day 

program consisting of rehears-

als and a final concert. Daniel 

Myssyk, who is the orchestra 

director at VCU, conducted the 

orchestra. He is a fabulous 

conductor and knew the reper-

toire very well. He was a pleas-

ure to play under. Beyond the 

director, the best part about 

this program is the level of 

musicianship within the play-

ers. This ensemble was full of 

some of the top musicians in 

the area and it was a great ex-

perience to be able to play with 

all of them in one group.  I 

would recommend auditioning 

for this ensemble if you are 

seeking an opportunity to play 

with other musicians in the 

area! 

 

 

http://www.yorktownband.org


GREETINGS FROM TRI-M MUSIC HONOR SOCIETY!  

We've had a great first semester.  We've sponsored bake sales to raise 
money for the Yorktown music program, paired with performances 

from talented 
music ensem-
bles such as the 
Saxophone 
Chamber En-
semble and the 
Big Band.  We've 
also sent stu-
dents to share 
their talents 
with the com-

munity.  Here's a clarinet choir who got the privilege to perform for a 
local hospice.  
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STAFF CONNECTIONS —MATT RINKER,      

GUITAR & MUSIC THEORY INSTRUCTOR 

How did you get started in Music? 

I started playing the guitar when I was 
about seven years old and started play-
ing the guitar in rock bands when I was 
in the 8th grade. I could play from a 
chord chart and improvise but did not 
read standard notation very well. What 
really got me thinking that music was a 
real option as a career (and started me 
working on reading and studying music 
seriously) was taking a music theory 
class in high school. After high school I 
attended Shenandoah College and Con-
servatory. After teaching in a local mu-
sic store I went to Howard University 
and earned my Music Ed degree. 

 

 

What was one of your worst gigs? 

I have had quite a few memorably bad 
gigs but among the ones at the top of 
the list is a wedding I played solo. The 
wedding was in this area in July out-
doors (who's bright idea was that in the 
first place). I was seated in an open 
field in the sun and the temperature 
was in the 90s.  I started to set up and a 
bug flew directly into my ear.  I had to 
borrow bug spray from the wedding 
planner to continue setting up.  By the 
time the service started I was complete-
ly soaked with sweat (and bug spray) 
and my guitar would not stay in tune 
anyway so I was questioning why I was 
even there. I have worked hard to avoid 
playing outdoors ever since. 

Honor Bands Experience 

All Virginia Jazz Ensemble 
- Jaquan Andrews  
 
The All Virginia Jazz Ensemble 
was a great time, not only be-
cause of the music, but you 
also get an idea about what 
other programs are like 
around the state from meeting 
all the other players. The con-
ductor of my band was some-
one I had worked with before, 
Brian Kidd. He was an extraor-
dinary teacher and an excel-
lent saxophonist who was very 
determined to get the results 
he desired. The best part for 
me was definitely the conven-
tion we were able to visit. 
There were so many compa-
nies, instruments, and even 
pieces for sale. Something that 
stuck with me after I left was 
the idea of just playing melody 
- you don't have to play a crazy 
amount of notes to take con-
trol of a crowd’s emotions. If 
it's a melody that’s enjoyed, 
why change it? If I get the 
chance to be a part of this en-
semble again next year the 
thing I'd be most excited about 
is meeting new people again. 
You never know what’s going 
on around Virginia sometimes 
unless everyone converges at 
one place for one performance. 
The people I met have offered 
me spots in other ensembles 
and just asked if I could hang 
out sometimes. It's great and I 
wish I auditioned a year earli-
er.  
 

 
Samson Minehart  

Marching Band was very 

fun as a freshman because 

I was able to be part of a 

very talented ensemble 

and be exposed to so many 

great musicians that in-

spired me and became my 

friends. If I didn't do 

Marching Band, I would 

have not tried out for Big 

Band or think about play-

ing the french horn. 

Jessie Oblon  

I participated in the front 

ensemble for the 2015 

marching show. At first I 

was I concerned about 

learning such a complex 

part in a short period of 

time, but I stuck with it, 

accomplished my goals, 

and had a great time and a 

wonderful first marching 

season. 

 

Gabriel Barrett 

I enjoyed the things we 

were able to do in public 

around the community. I 

participated in the Discov-

ery Elementary School Fall 

Festival and the 9/11 Me-

morial 5k, and it is a good 

feeling knowing that you 

contributed to the lives of 

the people in the neighbor-

hood in some way, even if 

it’s just showing up to one 

of their events. 

MARCHING BAND—FRESHMAN PERSPECTIVES 



Band Camp Memories 

from Seniors 

 

ALISON GAYLORD 

The morning rehearsal of the 
last day in my Junior year . . .  
JD started playing "Call Your 
Girlfriend" through the synth 
speakers and dancing crazily to 
it in the middle of the field. 
Immediately everyone got up 
and started dancing, and the 
morale for the rest of the re-
hearsal and the last day of 
band camp was instantly lifted! 

 

ROBERT GAGNE 

The best memory that I have 
from Mercersburg was during 
my first band camp. I realized 
how much work being in band 
would be, and recognized that 
my friends and soon-to-be 
friends were going through the 
same thing that I was - band 
camp turns 90 plus people, of 
varying backgrounds and expe-
riences, into one group of 
friends. 

BRENDAN MCSHANE 

My favorite memory has to be 

the time at lunch when every-

one at the table started laughing 

even though no one made a joke. 

MARCHING BAND—SCOTT MURPHY 
As an incoming senior at Yorktown High School, my time being a part of the 
marching band was extremely valuable. At first I was stressed because my first 
day in Arlington I left for band camp with a group of people I had never met in 
my life. But, at band camp I was thrown into the heat of it and came out the oth-
er side a part of the Yorktown Marching family. The fact that I could instantly 
have 80 friends on the first day of school is the best thing I could ever ask for. I 
have truly become part of the band family, partly because I spend every free 
moment I have in the band room. I am so glad that I had the chance to be a part 
of this great program even for just one year, and I would give up anything to do 
it all over again.  

SYMPHONIC BAND – THOMAS LEVINE 
The Yorktown Symphonic band is definitely a rewarding ensemble that per-
forms a challenging and diverse library of music.  I really enjoy playing in a 
group where everyone shares a desire to make music together, I think it really 
improves the level of musicianship within all members. I'm looking forward to 
seeing the group grow over this year and even past the boundaries of this school 
year, and being a part of it.  To any new members, I would strongly suggest 
practicing fundamentals like scales, this attention to the basics has helped me to 
improve greatly not only in music, but in many aspects of life. 

JAZZ BAND – EMMA PIVETTA 
I love going to festivals with the jazz band for foods and grooves. My advice to 
somebody new to jazz is that there are a whole lot of people who've had the best 
moments of their lives playing jazz, and are willing to help you have those mo-
ments too. Let them!  
 
WINTERGUARD—SAMI LEWIS 
My favorite part about Winter Guard is the fun you have while you spin with the 
friends that you have made over the many months of the season. Seeing how 
much you have progressed over time is one of the best things of color guard.  
 
YORKTOWN INDOOR PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE—DAVID NUSSBAUM  
Yorktown’s Indoor Percussion Ensemble is a program where kids get the unique 
experience of performing in a large group with very skilled and dedicated per-
cussionists. I first joined the ensemble my freshman year and would have joined 
sooner if I had known how fun it was. My favorite part of this activity is the pro-
cess of watching a show develop from a vague idea to a work of art. I am mostly 
looking forward to spending time, working side-by-side with my friends to cre-
ate something we are all proud of. My main piece of advice for new members is 
to not worry about previous experience with other instruments; the ensemble 
has many wind-players who picked up percussion and are doing great. 
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EXPANDING MUSIC—ENSEMBLES 

 Marching Band Seniors 



. 

 

College band is a fantastic experience, and I’m proud to dedicate my time to 
the Cavalier Marching Band at the University of Virginia. There are a lot of 
overlapping features between high school band and college band, as well as a 
few key differences, and yet I continue to carry the things I learned with the 
Marching Patriots with me throughout my college career. One of the reasons 
why I joined college band was from a lesson I learned in high school band: 
band camp creates instant friends. In fact, I currently live with some of the 
first people I met at my first band camp at UVA. The band community in col-
lege is just as strong as the one in high school, only a lot bigger. For instance, 
I went from a section of 3 piccolos to a section of 30 piccolos, yet we’re just as 
close. The bonds I share with my fellow band members are immensely strong, 
and I can’t imagine a better community.  

One main differ-
ence between 
college and high 
school band is 
the amount of 
shows we learn. 
At UVA, we per-
form a different 
show at every 
home football 
game, which 
turns out to be 7
-8 shows per 
season. While 

we focus on entertainment instead of competition, I still benefit from the 
marching skills and attention to detail I learned with the Yorktown Patriots. 
This year, I was one of four drum majors in the CMB. I attribute my success 
in this role to the lessons I learned as drum major at Yorktown from Mr. 
Bersh, JD Slaughter, and Peter Ketcham-Colwill. The moment I found out 
that I was drum major, I emailed these guys to thank them for all their help in 
fulfilling one of my dreams. I know I could not have done it without them.  
 In college band, I’ve had the opportunity to perform on a national stage. 
The Cavalier Marching Band had the incredible opportunity of marching in 
front of 3 million people in the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day parade this year. We received huge support from 
UVA, and it was amazing to represent our school in 
front of a national audience. During a typical season, 
we still get to perform in front of 60,000 people dur-
ing football games, and outside of the football season, 
the band performs at basketball games as well as oth-
er sporting events. These games are exhilarating, 
since many of our teams rank highly on the national 
level. Outside of band, we all still find time to study 
for classes and participate in many other extracurricu-
lars. Most of us aren’t music majors and have inter-
ests that spread far and wide, but we’re all bound by a 
love for music, and we are grateful that we have the 
ability to contribute to the community while doing 
something we love.  
 I am so glad that I decided to continue with band in college. College band 
is a great experience, and I encourage all of you to consider continuing with 
band in your college careers.  My love for music is as strong as ever. As a 
member of the Cavalier Marching Band, I feel that I contribute to an essential 
aspect of my school’s community, and I know that this sentiment is shared 
across many college bands. No matter where you decide to go, or what you 
decide to do, I hope you will keep your love and devotion for music alive.  
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COLLEGE CONNECTIONS BY ILANA BRODY (YHS 2013) 

FROM UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 
Honor Bands 

Experience 

Senior Regional Orchestra 
- Hannah James  

I participated in the Senior 
Regional Orchestra event and 
enjoyed every minute of it! I 
played piccolo, which is a posi-
tion I don't usually find myself 
in the orchestral setting, typi-
cally playing principal flute, 
but I definitely learned a lot 
from a new perspective. Our 
conductor, Daniel Myssyk 
from VCU, was superb at help-
ing us create a beautiful per-
formance. We all came into the 
event having our parts perfect-
ed - but his job was to help us 
find that perfect balance, 
which is hard to do on your 
own, so we definitely spent a 
lot of rehearsal time working 
on balance and dynamic quali-
ty as a group. I would definite-
ly recommend participation in 
events like SRO, because it is 
an awe-inspiring experience to 
be a part of a high quality en-
semble where every member is 
just as excited as you are to be 
there and to be a part of some-
thing bigger! 



SUMMER RECAP  

Andrew Acs 

This summer, I attended the International Euphoni-
um and Tuba Festival, held at Emory University in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Some of the best euphonium and 
tuba players in the world, like David Childs, were at 
the camp to hold master classes, teach lessons, and 
perform in recitals. I met people from across the coun-
try, and from outside the country, who share a passion 
with me: playing music. At the camp, I performed in a 
master class with James Gourlay, the conductor of the 
River City Brass Band. I also had lessons with interna-
tionally renowned euphonium soloist Adam Frey, the 
organizer of the camp, and and Brian Meixner, a pro-
fessor at High Point University. They gave me feed-
back about my playing that I would not have been able 
to receive anywhere else. Also, we performed in large 
tuba/euphonium ensembles and in smaller chamber 
groups. I could not have asked for a more profession-
ally directed camp, and I look forward to returning in 
the future. 

John Wehmeyer  

This summer I attended the Berklee 5-Week Summer 
Performance program in Boston, Massachusetts. This 
program focused on all areas of music, and is almost 
like going to school for another five weeks. It gives you 
a great insight into what college will be like, especially 
if you decide to go to Berklee College of Music. Based 
on your skill level, determined by a placement audi-
tion at the beginning of the program, you are placed 
into a musicianship class (ear training), a theory class, 
three instrumental labs (reading lab, styles lab, and a 
department specific lab), and several ensembles and a 
of couple elective classes. You will get homework and 
will be quite busy, but it’s a great atmosphere being 
surrounded by tons of musicians who have the same 
passion for music that you do, and you most definitely 
will walk away with new knowledge and a bunch of 
amazing life experiences. This program definitely fo-
cuses on contemporary music (primarily jazz, but all 

genres of contemporary music are present). You won’t 
be playing any Bach or Mozart - that’s for sure. My 
favorite part of the program was the freedom. It was 
completely on us to do everything we needed to, and 
we had a lot of responsibly. If you are interested in 
doing something with music over the summer or want 
to see a glimpse of what college life is like, this camp 
could be a great fit for you! 

https://www.berklee.edu/summer/programs/five-
week 

 

Cameron Small  

The first camp I went to was at the LA College of Mu-
sic, or LACM. It was a 1-week camp that consisted of 
hands on classes/workshops that focused on a variety 
of subjects ranging from vocal mixing to DJ'ing with 
turn tables. There was also a week-long song project 
where everyone in the Production Camp got into 
groups depending on what genre they wanted to work 
on. One other kid and I wanted to do a rock song, and 
we recorded our own song with the help of the counse-
lors who were either professors or former students. 
We got to use a brand new studio that fitted with a 
large selection of microphones and the nicest drum set 
I have had the pleasure to play on - which was awe-
some. This camp was great because I got to do a lot of 
hands-on work. I was using a Mac desktop and had 
the choice of using a number of different DAWs. 

 The second camp I attended was the 3-day camp 
at Berklee. I didn't enjoy this camp as much because it 
was set up with lectures and I did no hands-on work – 
it was a lot of observing, and note taking. It was still 
extremely informative, and I learned a lot about mod-
ular synths, which was great because that's something 
I wish to become more involved with. Also, I got to see 
a Neve console in person, and after seeing Dave 
Grohl's Sound City, I was in awe. 

 

YORKTOWN HS BANDS— PART OF THE ARLINGTON COMMUNITY 

9/11  Memorial  5-K Run 

Nottingham Halloween Parade 

https://www.berklee.edu/summer/programs/five-week
https://www.berklee.edu/summer/programs/five-week

