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Heartfelt thanks to the YHS Music Department staff, Band Booster vol-

unteers, families, and friends for your active involvement and incredi-

ble support of our amazing Yorktown Band program!  

 We especially want to thank Mr. Bersh for continuing to grow 

such an outstanding music program for our students. You contribute 

seemingly boundless energy and time to our students and school. You 

are creating a rich program with many unique opportunities that pro-

vides a place for every student to be challenged and excel, musically and 

beyond. Also, we extend our thanks and gratitude to the wonderful 

staff, including Matt Rinker, JD Slaughter, Peter Ketcham-Colwill, and 

Chris Roland. We thank you for your passion for music and colorguard, 

your devotion to our students, and for giving all of us another fantastic 

year of musical growth and accomplishments in all of the ensembles. 

 Band Booster parents, families and friends, thank you so much 

for the countless hours, dedication, and care you have put into our pro-

gram. You’ve heard it said before, and it is true, this program could not 

run without you. From chaperoning band camp, fitting uniforms, load-

ing equipment, and raising money for financial assistance and instru-

ments, we salute you. We hope that returning families will consider tak-

ing on leadership roles and that new members of our band family will 

experience the joy and rewards of participating and supporting our stu-

dents and program. Hopefully you have already received communica-

tions from our 2015-16 Band Booster Volunteer Coordinator Marna 

Louis with information about open booster positions. Please don’t hesi-

tate to contact us with questions, or to volunteer to lead or help with 

any of our events or activities. You will be joining a fun, dedicated, large 

team!  

 Thank you to the senior students and their families for their com-

mitment to the Music Program and Yorktown. You have been faithful 

stewards and supporters of every aspect of the band program, always 

asking what help was needed and what more you could do. Best of luck 

as you enter the next stage of your lives; may music continue to be an 

outlet for your creativity. We hope to see you at future events!   

     

~ Cathy Celestino & Kim Brewer 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 August 3, Marching 
Band Pre-Camp Be-
gins 

 August 7, Welcome 
Back Barbecue 

 August 9 - 14, Band 
Camp at Mercerburg 

 September 12, 
Marching Band Mini
-Camp & 9/11 Me-
morial 5k 

 September 16, Jazz 
Band Auditions 

 September 19, Band 
Day 

 October 15, Arling-
ton Marching Show-
case 

 November 16, Cham-
ber Music Concert 

 December 8, Winter 
Band Concert 

 December 10, Winter 
Jazz Band Concert 

 December 14, Aus-
tralian Concert 

 April 20-24, Spring 
Trip 

FROM THE BAND BOOSTERS 

YORKTOWN BAND NEWS 



The Yorktown High School Symphonic Band and Percussion Ensemble were 

invited to perform at the 2015 Music for All National Festival, presented by 

Yamaha, the nation’s most prestigious festival for school instrumental music 

ensembles.   
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SYMPHONIC BAND SPRING TRIP WRAP UP 

Fun was had by all at the 4th Annual Band Chili Cook-
off held at Yorktown on April 18th.  The crowd tasted 
chili and baked sweets while the Jazz band performed.   
 

Congratulations to our 2015 award recipients! 

 Judges Choice, Yorktown’s Best Chili: Cho-
rale 1 

 The People’s Choice: Bameron & Cennett’s 
Funky Chili 

 Best Smelling Chili: Bird Up? 

 Spiciest Chili: Devil’s Tongue 

 Most Original Chili: The Live Surprise 

 Best Presentation: Chili Chili Bang Bang 

Special Thanks to 
Our Graduating 

Booster Leaders! 
 
Helen Payne (Co-President, 

past Secretary, Welcome 

Back BBQ, Band Day, Spring 

Trip Chaperone) 

Laura St. Pierre (Immediate 

Past Co-President, Band 

Camp Coordinator, Spring 

Trip Coordinator, Jazz Festi-

val Coordinator) 

Paige Pinson (Volunteer Co-

ordinator, Band Day, Band 

Camp, & Spring Trip Chap-

erone) 

Nicole Finnegan (Chili Cook-

Off, Poinsettias) 

Jeanne Sweeney (Marching 

Band Uniforms, Concert At-

tire, Senior Night) 

Karen Lewis (Arts Advisory 

Representative, Band Camp 

Chaperone) 

Chris Payne (Band Day) 

Phil Wilbur (Public Rela-

tions) 

Guillermo Bournigal (Spring 

Trip Chaperone) 

Sheri Nayeri (Band Camp 

Chaperone) 

Jan Guastaferro (Restaurant 

Fundraising) 

Mike Pinson (Football Game 

Supervisor) 

Wayne Stocks (Photography) 

Judy Wheat (Banquet)  

 

 

 

Chili Cook-off 



SPRING CONCERTS 
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CONCERT BAND SPRING TRIP WRAP UP 

The Yorktown Concert Band received a Superior Rating at the Dixie Classic Festival in Richmond, VA. 

They also received a master class by Dr. Terry Austin at VCU, and performed at Kings Dominion.  

 

After the spring trips,  band members continued to perform throughout May. 

Yorktown High School Music Department performed the original score to 

Leonard Bernstein’s West Side Story for the Spring Musical!  37 –member 

student pit orchestra under the direction of Mr. Bersh.  

Guest conductor Ryan Nowlin took the baton for the Symphonic Band’s per-

formance of The Maker’s Mark, an original composition by 1st Lt. Nowlin, 

Assistant Director of "The President's Own" United States Marine Band. He 

also worked with the band on their performance of his composition, Through 

Peaceful Eyes. 

Jazz on the Lawn – indoors three of the last four years! The Bands played 

great, and it makes the night all the more special knowing that the chance to 

perform outside is so unique. 

Blues Alley Big Band Jam – The Yorktown Big Band performed in D.C. and 

received a master class by Sean Jones. They also won the Big Band Jam Insta-

gram Photo Contest, and were awarded an autographed Gary Larson comic of 

Dizzy Gillespie! 

Save-the-Date 

Summer Barbecue 

August 7th  

7:00—8:30pm 

YHS Amphitheater 

Come meet staff, 

students, families and 

alumni! 
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“Home is the nicest word there is.” 

― Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Home is, at its most basic level, a shelter. Every human civilization has 

crafted its own—cave, tent, palace or skyscraper. In whatever form, 

walls, roof, and floor combine to create one of the fundamental require-

ments of human life—safety, warmth, and a place to rest your head. 

But a home is more than its brick and mortar. It is wrapped up in your 

identity, shaping and defining your very self—how you dress, the way 

you talk, how you think, what you believe. It is also the answer to that 

most basic question: where are you from?  

Even more fundamentally, home is people.  It is a place where you are 

surrounded by people who love you and want you to be happy. It is not 

a fixed point on a map, or a moment in time, but wherever we all are, 

whenever we are together. Because it is so fundamental, the idea of 

home is powerful: It can instantly evoke feelings and memories of a 

place, defined broadly, where you feel you belong, and which, in some 

sense, belongs to you.  A place where you feel safe, loved—where you 

feel, in short, at home. 

Yorktown’s 2015 production, HOME, will feature Aaron Copland’s The 

Promise of Living, Ryan Nowlin’s Synergy Rising, and Nowlin’s As We 

Forgive. Through these works, we will explore home’s sense of belong-

ing, the excitement that accompanies the adventure of departing and 

exploring new places, and the longing to return. 

The deeply personal and multifaceted connections and experiences that 

each person has with the concept of home offer rich ground for inter-

pretation and a powerful platform through which to connect with our 

audience. For our students, the show will offer an opportunity to ex-

plore their own meanings of home, and to reflect on the journeys they 

will soon undertake—in one year or four—as they move toward a new 

chapter in their lives and prepare to leave the people and places they 

call home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALUMNI  

SPOTLIGHT 
 
Anamarie Diaz, 2010 YHS 

Drum Major, current staff 

member, and recent VCU 

grad is a winner of the 2014 

Collegiate Flute Choir Compe-

tition! Anamarie will perform 

as a member of the Collegiate 

Flute Choir Sunday, August 

16, at the 43rd Annual Na-

tional Flute Association Con-

vention in Washington, D.C. 

Congratulations! 

The Cavalier Marching Band 
is the premier marching en-
semble at the University of 
Virginia, and is comprised of 
over 330 of UVA’s best and 
brightest student musicians, 
with representatives from 
over 80 different majors from 
each of the undergraduate 
schools on Grounds. 2012 
YHS Drum Major,  Ilana 
Brody, will serve as drum 
major for the 2015 Cavalier 
Marching Band. You will be 
able to see them at the 
2015 Macy’s Thanksgiving 

Day Parade ! 

MARCHING BAND PREVIEW 

Honor Band Opportunities for 2015-2016 

Two of the top honor opportunities for our students require registration in the first month of school. The 

Senior Regional Orchestra auditions are September 28. This year’s program includes: 

Romanian Rhapsody #1, Enesco 

Three Cornered Hat Suite #2, deFalla 

Joyeuse Marche, Chabrier  

Valse Triste, Sibelius 

All Virginia Jazz Ensemble auditions are October 4.  Students spend four days in Norfolk, VA living with 

their bandmates and putting together a concert to be performed at the Virginia Music Educator’s Associ-

ation Conference. The word is that this year, for the first time, they will be taking instrumentation for 

two bands!  

https://news.virginia.edu/content/cavalier-marching-band-represent-virginia-2015-macy-s-thanksgiving-day-parade
https://news.virginia.edu/content/cavalier-marching-band-represent-virginia-2015-macy-s-thanksgiving-day-parade


THINKING ABOUT 

PURSUING MUSIC IN 

COLLEGE? 

Here’s Some Advice 
from your peers and 

their parents. 
 
When should I start? 
 
It's never too early to start pre-
paring audition repertoire! 
Listen to as many recordings 
as possible to really solidify 
your sound and musical con-
cepts so that when you go into 
the audition, all you have to do 
is speak from your soul! Ben 
St. Pierre  
 
During spring break of his jun-
ior year we arranged for nor-
mal campus tours and Aidan 
met separately with trombone 
instructors/ he emailed them a 
month in advance and set that 
up. That was a good thing. –
Susan Scott 
 

What should I know 
about the audition pro-
cess? 
I also learned that almost no 
information will come directly 
to you in an email, but it is al-
most all buried somewhere in 
an admissions portal, and I 
highly recommend checking 
each portal for each college 
your applying to almost daily 
for updates, as you don't want 
to miss the date for an audition 
(like I did).  I almost always 
found it easier to get infor-
mation by picking up the 
phone and calling admissions 
offices and professors The pro-
fessors at these schools mostly 
are interested in a student's 
ability to play musically and 
have a rock solid foundation 
on their instrument.  No mat-
ter how impressive an audition 
piece is, the professors are 
looking much further than 

that.  -Scott Sawicki 

 
(Continued on pg 6) 

SPRING AWARDS 
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Nikki Jafari: The National School Marching Award recognizes 

outstanding contributions on the field. It honors the musical 

contributions and dedication of student leaders whose example 

inspires others. 

 

Colin Evans: The Louis Armstrong Award was inaugu-

rated in 1974 with the consent of his widow shortly after 

this great jazz artist died in 1971. It honors the out-

standing jazz musician at each high school. 

 

Scott Sawicki: The Woody Herman Jazz Award was created in 

1988, shortly after Herman's death, to honor outstanding jazz 

students. 

 

Ben St. Pierre: The John Philip Sousa Band Award Intro-

duced in 1955 to honor the top student in the high school 

band, the John Philip Sousa Band Award recognizes su-

perior musicianship and out- standing dedication. It was 

created with the approval of Helen Sousa Albert and 

Priscilla Sousa, daughters of the famous composer and 

bandmaster. 

 

Sarah Pinson: The Gilmore Band Award was introduced in 

1994 in honor of the legendary bandmaster and impresario. 

This award honors outstanding high school band students 

and their achievements and commitment to the band. 

 

Julia Payne: Semper Fidelis Award for Musical Excellence 

is awarded to a student who displays traits that the Marine 

Corps considers essential to being a good leader: endur-

ance, knowledge, unselfishness, dependability, enthusiasm 

and loyalty. 

 

Congratulations to these members of the Yorktown Band Program! 
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More to know about 
Auditions… 
 
Research tryout dates 
early to avoid potential 
conflicts with school pro-
gram. – Susan Scott 

 
Audition season can be 
difficult during the senior 
year.  It is typically from 
December through March 
and some schools only 
offer one audition date 
for your instru-
ment.  Most people rec-
ommend only auditioning 
for 5-6 schools.  That's 
really all that you have 
time for.—Laura St. 
Pierre 
 
Remember, the staff or 
faculty hearing your audi-
tion are human beings 
too! They want you to 
succeed, and are on your 
side! Convince them that 
you have what it takes, 
and don't be afraid to 
make mistakes! No one is 
perfect, and recovery 
from such mistakes can 
make very strong impres-
sions on people – Ben St. 
Pierre 
 

Any Last Advice? 
After so many auditions, I 
asked Ben, what is the 
best thing we can say to 
you when we first see you 
after an audition is 
over?  He said, just say 
"Congratulations!"  "You 
did it!"    That's it.  No 
questions - just 
"Congratulations!"  And 
I'd try to slide in there - 
"I'm so proud of 
you."  We used this advice 
after his last and biggest 
audition and it couldn't 
have felt better. –Laura 
St. Pierre  

CONGRATULATIONS SENIORS ! 

Ale Bournigal College of William & Mary, Chemistry,  Pre-Med Track 

Mariah Bowman Pomona College, Environmental Analysis and English 

Colin Evans Northwestern University 

Dual Degree Program: Composition & English 

Aidan Farley James Madison University, Music Education 

Dylan Finnegan College of William & Mary 

Chris Guastaferro Northern VA Community College, Video Production 

Sarah Jacobson University of Connecticut, Natural Resources 

Nikki Jafari Virginia Commonwealth University, International Studies 

Eli Locke College of William & Mary 

Wade Miller Penn State University, Engineering 

Amanda Mingus Juniata College, Education 

Julia Payne University of Virginia, Systems Engineer 

Sarah Pinson Valdosta State University, Finance & Music Minor 

Cal Ries University of Virginia, Astronomy & Physics 

Scott Sawicki Berklee College of Music, Performance 

Ben St. Pierre Rice University, Tuba Performance 

Sydney Stocks Rice University, Chemistry 

Claire Sweeney University of Wisconsin - Madison, Journalism & African 

Studies 

Nicholas Varley University of Chicago, Chemistry 

Alice Wilbur Colorado School of Mines, Engineering & Humanitarian En-

gineering Minor 

For an overview of what steps to take if you are interested in participating in music at the collegiate level 

(minor, major, or otherwise), check out Mr. Bersh’s review, Music at the Next Level – What’s the Best Fit 

for Me? at http://www.yorktownband.org/WP/resources/college-music-options 


