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Yorktown High School 

This winter has seen a flurry of activity within the band department. We 
successfully hosted our 2nd annual Essentially Ellington Regional High 
School Jazz Band Festival and our first ever Symphonic Camp. These 
events were headlined by performances by The U.S. Army Blues Jazz 
Ensemble and The U.S. Navy Concert Band. Both concerts were attend-
ed by an enthusiastic audience, and placed well over 40 professional 
musicians in our band hall working with our students. We are incredi-
bly fortunate to have so many outstanding military musicians, ensem-
bles, and local professionals who take an interest in developing our 
young musicians. We have also had an outreach team from the U.S. 
Army “Pershing’s Own” work with the Symphonic Band, the 
“President’s Own” Marine Band Brass Quintet perform for our Concert 
Band, and the Airmen of Note clinic and perform for our Jazz Band. 

 
Thank you for the support and many 
volunteer hours that go on behind the 
scenes in making these opportunities 
possible for our students! Special 
thanks to the many band families who 
hosted members of the Northern Syd-
ney Symphonic Wind Ensemble during 
their tour of the east coast – what an 
amazing group of people and musicians, 
let’s hope that we can keep in touch and 
create similar types of opportunities for 
collaboration in the future. There are so 
many exciting things to come as our 
year continues. Thanks to a PTA Grant 
we have purchased a lead pan and the 
Steel Band will be making its return to 
Yorktown this spring, just after West 
Side Story will be gracing Yorktown’s 
stage with the original Broadway score 

being performed by a full-instrumentation student pit orchestra. I am 
looking forward to the many exciting performances ahead.  
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Big Band Show Down 

 March 4, GMU Center for 

the Arts @ 8pm 

District Assessments 

 Symphonic—Mar 21—

Washington & Lee 

Spring Trips 

Music for All Festival—

Symphonic Band and Per-

cussion Ensemble 

 March 11-15, Indianapolis 

Dixie Classic Festival & 

VCU Clinic—Concert Band 

 April 10-11 

Band Booster Meetings 

 April 13 & May 18 

Chili Cook-off 

 April 18, 4:00—6:30 pm 

Percussion Concert 

 April 28 

 

Save the Date—  

Marching Band Camp at  

Mercersburg Academy 

 

 August 9-14, 2015 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

YORKTOWN BAND NEWS 



Indoor Drumline (Indoor Percussion Ensemble) combines elements of music 
performance, marching, and theater. Students work together to perform high-
ly advanced percussion arrangements in coordination with choreographed 
drill on a customized floor covering. The 2015 Yorktown Indoor Percussion 
Ensemble is made up of 31 members from schools across Arlington County 
(Schools represented in 2015 Membership: Yorktown, W-L, Wakefield, HB, 
Williamsburg, and Swanson).  

In our 2015 program, we will be experimenting with and using light and dark-
ness as an inspiration to express different emotions, and explore different 
qualities of music and performance. Titled, "A Light From Within," our pro-
gram is based on a quote from Author and Psychiatrist, Elisabeth Kubler-
Ross. Kubler-Ross wrote, "People are like stained glass windows. They sparkle 
and shine when the sun is out, but when the darkness sets in, their true beau-
ty is revealed only if there is a light from within." 
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INDOOR PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE PREVIEW 

All State Jazz was an experience that I'll never forget.  I came in on that 
Wednesday so pumped to just be there. The music was challenging, but all the 
members of each section supported and helped one another with everything. It 
was also amazing to see that there 
are people out there just like you 
who have that same very strong pas-
sion to play jazz. Everyone was 
amazing at soloing. Everyone wanted 
to be there. Our director, Harry Wat-
ters, was phenomenal. He worked 
with us not just on the music but 
how to live our lives, showing us 
paths we could take, and how to 
make a difference in the world. I 
would do it again a thousand times is 
if could. It was one of the best things I have done or will ever do.  ~Aidan Farley 

 

This winter I participated in the District 12 symphonic band. I had the oppor-
tunity to be directed by Chad Nicholson, the director at the University of Dela-
ware and had the opportunity to play with outstanding musicians from the ar-
ea. This experience was very rewarding and I was able to grow immensely as a 
musician. I encourage students to tryout next year because it was a great expe-
rience.   ~Emily Jensen 

Yorktown Band 
Members Excel  

Beyond our Walls 
 

Yorktown 2014-2015 
Honor Band  
Experiences 

 
Senior Regional Orchestra 
Caeley Niess – Trumpet 
Ben St. Pierre – Tuba 
Jacob Dormuth – Bass 
 
VCU Jazz Day 

Jacob Dormuth – Bass 

 

All Virginia Jazz Ensemble 

Aidan Farley – Trombone 

 

District 12 Honor Band – 
Symphonic Band 

Andrew Acs – Euphonium 

Megan Grieco – Bassoon 

Aidan Farley – Trombone 

Emily Jensen - Clarinet 

 

District 12 Honor Band – 
Wind Ensemble 

Katherine Lundy – Oboe 

Sarah Pinson – Trumpet 

 

VCU Festival of Winds & 
Percussion 

Megan Grieco – Bassoon 

 

National Symphony Orches-
tra Young Soloists’ Competi-
tion  

Ben St. Pierre – Tuba 
(Finalist) 

 

Neva Greenwood Memorial 
Composition Contest 

Colin Evans - Finalist 

 

 

 



DECEMBER WAS FILLED WITH MUSIC 
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Chili Cook-off 
 
It is never too early to start testing 
out new recipes for the 4th Annual 
Band Chili Cook-off! 
 
DATE:  Saturday, April 18, 2015 
 
TIME:  4:00—6:30 PM 
 
PLACE: YHS cafeteria 
 

 Admission is free!   

 Delicious homemade chili  

 Live music (Big Band, Jazz 
Combo, YHS Staff Ensem-
ble, etc.) featuring YHS 
students and teachers.  

 Fun Activities:  Moon 
Bounce and a Silent Auc-
tion.  

 Tickets will be sold for chili
-tasting and other activi-
ties.  

 Look for the registration 
forms for chili competitors  

 
Stay tuned-- more information 

to come! 
 
 

 

ESSENTIALLY ELLINGTON: PERFORMANCES, CLINICS & FUN 

On January 24th Yorktown, in 

collaboration with Jazz at Lin-

coln Center, hosted its Essen-

tially Ellington Regional High 

School Jazz Band Festival. 

This festival featured some of 

the top high school ensembles 

in the region, and included 

post-performance clinics and 

section-specific workshops by 

members of the Army Blues, 

in addition to adjudication 

from jazz pros.   Read more 

about Yorktown’s Jazz bands on page 5. 

During the first few weeks of Decem-

ber, Yorktown band members filled 

their days rehearsing and their eve-

nings entertaining their friends and 

families with wonderful music.   In 

addition to the Concert and Sym-

phonic Bands, the audience was 

treated to performances from several 

smaller ensembles, including the 

percussion ensemble and a brass and 

woodwind quintet.  Additionally, a 

joint concert featured the Northern 

Sydney Symphonic Wind Ensemble 

with guest conductor Mark Camphouse.  The Maker’s Mark, written by 

Ryan Nowlin, was an audience favorite and we will look to see where col-

laboration with the composer might be possible in the future! 
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Hello Yorktown! 

Time has really flown since my graduation from Yorktown. I am al-
ready in my fourth semester at the University of Connecticut. UConn 
has been a great choice for me. I am majoring in Music Education and 
have marched with the UConn Marching Band (UCMB) for the past two 
seasons.  We have over 300 members and attend all home games in 
addition to performing at exhibitions throughout New England. Being a 
member of the band is a wonderful experience. At the end of every foot-
ball game, the band forms a circle and sings the alma mater. It is one of 
my favorite things.  

My professors have been wonderful. They are genuine and talented. 
The school is just the right size so that I get to know my professors on a 
personal level. My euphonium teacher is a member of the US Coast 
Guard Band as well as a teacher at UConn. The program is rigorous and 
I have very little free time between practicing, marching/pep band, and 
studying. This semester in addition to being in the Pep band, I play in 
two other ensembles. One is a party band and the other a tuba euphoni-
um quartet. I am fortunate to live in a newer dorm that is located across 
the parking lot from the Music building.  

As a member of the Pep Band, I’ve been able to play at many basketball 
games. Last year UConn won both 
the Men’s and Women’s basket-
ball championships. The women 
were expected to win but the men 
upset many larger and more ath-
letic teams with a disciplined ap-
proach to win the national title. I 
was able to go to the conference 
tournament in Memphis. While 
there, I got to see the sights in-
cluding Graceland.  My only disap-

pointment was that I was not able to go to the Final Four. The women 
are predicted to go to the back to the Final Four this year and I intend 
to be in Tampa cheering them on.  

Freshman year I joined Tau Beta Sigma Honorary Band Sorority. This 
was a great experience that improved my social skills and I have made 
many friends. It allowed me to meet people outside of my section. With 
a large and talented marching band; strong athletic program; and an 
excellent music department, UConn has met my expectations and I look 
forward to graduating in five years with a master’s degree. Go Huskies! 

~ Aaron Ovsiew, YHS 2013 

Check out these  
Summer Music  
Opportunities 

 
There is nothing quite like 
participating in a summer 
music camp. Students will 
have an incredible experience 
working with professional 
musicians and educators, see 
drastic improvements to their 
skill level and musical under-
standing, and create new 
friendships that can last a 
lifetime. Below is a sampling 
of recommended programs. 
Almost every major university 
will offer some type of music 
program during the summer, 
so ask around, do your home-
work, and pick which pro-
gram will be best for you! 

 

Symphonic 

Boston University Tangle-
wood Institute – Boston, MA 

Interlochen Summer Arts 
Camp – Interlochen, MI 

Sewanee Summer Music Fes-
tival – Sewanee, TN 

New York Summer Music 
Festival – SUNY Oneonta, NY 

Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp – 
Twin Lake, MI 

Brevard Music Center Festival 
– Brevard, NC 

Aspen Music Festival – As-
pen, CO 

Bocal Majority & Operation 
O.B.O.E. (for Double Reeds) – 
Winchester, VA  

 

Directory of summer music 
programs:   http://
www.aypo.org/resources/
summer-programs.php 

 

 

Summer Music, cont.pg 5 

COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 

http://www.aypo.org/resources/summer-programs.php
http://www.aypo.org/resources/summer-programs.php
http://www.aypo.org/resources/summer-programs.php


More Summer Music 
Opportunities 

 
Jazz 

National Jazz Workshop – 
Winchester, VA (overnight)                          
or George Mason University 
(day camp) 

New York Summer Music Fes-
tival – SUNY Oneonta, NY 

Stanford Jazz Workshop – 
Stanford, CA 

Berklee College of Music Sum-
mer Performance Programs – 
Boston, MA 

W-L Jazz Camp – Washington-
Lee H.S., Arlington VA 

 

Percussion 

Julliard Summer Percussion 
Seminar – New York, NY 

Mason Summer Percussion 
Workshop – Fairfax, VA 

The University of Delaware 
Xylophone Institute – Newark, 
DE 

The University of Delaware 
Jazz Vibes Workshop – New-
ark, DE 

Leigh Howard Stevens Indiana 
High School Marimba Seminar 
– Marion, IN 

Visit:   http://
www.mostlymarimba.com/
news-a-events/events-a-
seminars.html for a calendar of 
percussion masterclasses and 
workshops 

The Yorktown Jazz program has 
continued to build its reputation 
along the East Coast this winter 
through a series of main events. 
January 24, Yorktown hosted its 
2nd annual Essentially Ellington 
(EE) Regional High School Jazz 
Band Festival in collaboration 
with Jazz at Lincoln Center and 
The U.S. Army Blues Jazz En-
semble. In addition to the Army 
Blues personnel who offered clin-
ics and master classes through-
out the day, the festival also had 
an all-star cast of adjudicators in 
Jim Carroll, Director of Instru-
mental Studies and Founder of 
the Jazz Studies program at 
George Mason University, Julius 
Tolentino, NY saxophonist and 
director of the Jazz House Big 
Band (2013 & 2014 2nd Place fi-
nalists at the national EE High 
School Jazz Band Competition), 
and Justin DiCioccio, Assistant 
Dean and Chair of the Jazz Arts 
Program of Manhattan School of 
Music, and inductee to the Jazz 
Education Hall of Fame. York-
town’s jazz program also sent a 
Jazz Combo, Jazz Trio, and Big 
Band to participate in the Mid 
Atlantic Jazz Festival. The Big 
Band had the privilege of per-
forming on the Finals Stage for 

the second year in a row, sharing 
the Ronnie Wells Stage with the 
Camden Creative Arts Academy 
Jazz Band (NJ) & Lower Mo-
reland HS Jazz Ensemble (PA). 
In addition to the great playing 
that is happening within York-
town’s Jazz program, there are 
also eight Yorktown students 
participating in the jazz bands of 
the Blues Alley Youth Orchestra 
and National Jazz Workshop All-
Stars. What are people saying 
about the Yorktown Jazz pro-
gram? 

town is World-Class and has a 
glowing reputation . . . I’ve heard 
your bands before and every-
body’s familiar with the good 
work that’s happening here” - 
Adjudicator  

your band is killin,’ you’ve got a 
great program here, I love every-
thing about it here – the enthusi-
asm, your choice of material, 
your presentation was spectacu-
lar . . . Top marks for you, I 
couldn’t be more complimen-
tary.” - Adjudicator  

YORKTOWN’S JAZZ BANDS 
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Fall Color Guard 

Information  

Sessions & Clinics 

April 28 & 30  at 

3:15—4:45 pm  

& May 19 at 6:00—

8:00 pm 

Spread the Word! 

http://www.mostlymarimba.com/news-a-events/events-a-seminars.html
http://www.mostlymarimba.com/news-a-events/events-a-seminars.html
http://www.mostlymarimba.com/news-a-events/events-a-seminars.html
http://www.mostlymarimba.com/news-a-events/events-a-seminars.html
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Coming off an incredibly suc-

cessful fall marching band sea-

son, Yorktown High School 

Bands is reactivating its winter 

colorguard (i.e. winterguard) 

program for the first time in al-

most five years. Winterguard is 

very similar to the fall color-

guard program you may have 

seen performing as part of the 

marching band; but instead of 

dancing and spinning flags, ri-

fles, and sabres with the winds 

and drums providing the musi-

cal accompaniment, the winter-

guard performs indoors to a pre-

recorded soundtrack. The group 

is open to all Yorktown students 

as well as 8th grade students 

from our feeder middle schools. 

The guard has nearly doubled in 

membership from this past fall 

and the students have continued 

to display immense growth in 

their abilities. This year, York-

town's winterguard is combining 

with the winterguard programs 

of West Springfield and Thomas 

Edison High Schools to put on a 

single production that will be 

fielded in competition through-

out the late winter into early 

spring. This year's show, "A 

Light in a Winter Storm," sees 

the performers conveying a 

calm, winter morning that slow-

ly grows into a full-on blizzard 

before finally resolving into a 

serene, snow-covered land-

scape. We are looking forward to 

the coming season and hope 

you'll find an opportunity to see 

our show. 

WINTERGUARD PREVIEW 

SAT 10 Question  
Challenge Seminar 

Date: April 18th 
Each 90 minute seminar will cover Test Taking Strategies, How to Use Critical 
Thinking Skills to Achieve Success and Essay Writing Tips.  Cost $10 per ses-
sion (cash only), all proceeds benefiting the YHS band department.  To register 
go online to: 

http://bitly.com/YORKTOWNSATWORKSHOP 

Indoor Percussion 
and Winterguard 
Home Show 
 

Date: March 20, 2015 
Time: 6:30 pm 
Location: Yorktown  
High School Gymnasi-
um 
 
Featuring: Special per-
formance by GMU In-
door Drumline 

 

Yorktown Presents: 

West Side Story 

Music by  

Leonard Bernstein 

Lyrics by 

Stephen Sondheim 

 

Preview:  April 22 

Evening performances:  

April 23—25 

Matinee performance:  

April 25 

http://bitly.com/YORKTOWNSATWORKSHOP

