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Congratulations to our Senior class as they move forward toward the 
next stage of their lives. Your participation in our music program and at 
Yorktown will have a lasting impact, and we can’t wait to see what the 
future holds for our ambitious and talented alum.  

A special thank you to the parents of our seniors. Please know 
that membership to this band family does not expire upon your child’s 
graduation! You have each been so invaluable to the building of our 
culture and the running of our programs, and we hope to see you at fu-
ture events and concerts.  

This last quarter has been very memorable as we enjoyed our 
successful trip to Nashville, TN, we participated in our 3rd Annual Chili 
Cookoff, and we were finally able host our Jazz on the Lawn concert 
outdoors! We were also able to engage with our community during our 
Spring Concert through the performance of the commissioned work in 
remembrance of Yorktown alum David Brown and the astronauts of the 
Space Shuttle Columbia. Our thanks goes out to Bryce Owen, the com-
poser of Voyage, the U.S. Army Brass Quintet, our featured performers, 
and the Wolf Trap Foundation, whose financial support made this 
memorable commission possible.  

This has been a very memorable year indeed, and as we cele-
brate the successes of our past, I am also extraordinarily excited for our 
future. We will be welcoming our largest freshmen class in years, with 
over 40 new families joining the Yorktown Band. And with a new year, 
we are also able to welcome a new class of student leaders. We are so 
fortunate within this program to have so many dedicated individuals at 
each grade level looking for opportunities to serve their peers, (as indi-
cated through the growing membership of the Tri-M Music Honor Soci-
ety!) and this year is no different as we begin our training of the 2014 
marching band student leadership.  

As always, I appreciate everyone’s continued support of the 
music program, it is your support that enables our program to prosper. 
Please contact me with any questions at director@yorktownband.org, 
and remember to check out next year’s concert and performance dates 
to get them on your calendar early.  
 
Have a fantastic summer! 
Mr. Bersh 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Spring Trip ......................... 2 

Student Achievements ....... 2 

Co-Presidents Message...... 3 

Spring Concerts ................. 3 

Marching Band Preview .... 4 

Summer Music ................... 4 

DATES 

Marching Band—Pre-Camp—

August 4-7 

Band Camp at Mercerburg—

August 10-15, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

SENIORS!  

Erik Bergeson, Chloe Burbach, 

Robert Crowe, Elizabeth Diamond,  

Amanda Frickie, Stephen Klem, 

Patrick Lisko, Jeremy Little,      

Nathan Rudman, Nicolas Rudman, 

Samuel Smith,  & Wendy Wright. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK 
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2014 Band Award 
Recipients 
 
Yorktown Band has a lot 
of talent!  Check out the 
student recognitions and 
achievements in the blue 
boxes on pages 2 & 3.  
 
Amanda Frickie: The 
National School 
Marching Award  
Recognizes outstanding 
contributions on the field. 
It honors the musical 
contributions and dedica-
tion of student leaders 
whose example inspires 
others. 
 
Luke Jennings: The 
Louis Armstrong 
Award  
Was inaugurated in 1974 
with the consent of his 
widow shortly after this 
great jazz artist died in 
1971. It honors the out-
standing jazz musician at 
each high school. 
 
Nathan Rudman: The 
Woody Herman Jazz 
Award  
Was created in 1988, 
shortly after Herman's 
death, to honor outstand-
ing jazz students. 
 
Jeremy Little: The 
John Philip Sousa 
Band Award  
Introduced in 1955 to 
honor the top student in 
the high school band, the 
John Philip Sousa Band 
Award recognizes superi-
or musicianship and out-
standing dedication. It 
was created with the ap-
proval of Helen Sousa 
Albert and Priscilla Sou-
sa, daughters of the fa-
mous composer and 
bandmaster. 
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SPRING TRIP TO NASHVILLE VIA VT 

The Yorktown Music Department contin-
ued its successful (and fun) year on the 
Spring Break trip.  A planned detour to VT 
included lunch with a few band alumni 

and 
some 
engag-
ing clin-
ics.   
  

 
 

Once in Nashville—the bands had exceptional perfor-
mances at the Nashville Heritage Festival: 

 Yorktown Band:  Gold Rating, Adjudicators Award, 
& Festival Sweepstakes Award for Overall Program. 
Qualified for Heritage Festival of Gold 

 Yorktown Big Band:  Gold Rating, Adjudicators 
Award, & Maestro Award. 

 Yorktown Percussion Ensemble:  Gold Rating, Adju-
dicators Award. 
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2014 Band Award Re-
cipients (continued) 
 
Nicholas Rudman: The Gil-
more Band Award  
Was introduced in 1994 in hon-
or of the legendary bandmaster 
and impresario. This award 
honors outstanding high school 
band students and their 
achievements and commitment 
to the band. 
 
Gwendolyn Wright: Sem-
per Fidelis Award for Mu-
sical Excellence  
Is awarded to a student who 
displays traits that the Marine 
Corps considers essential to 
being a good leader: endur-
ance, knowledge, unselfishness, 
dependability, enthusiasm and 
loyalty. 
 
 

 

BIG THANKS  TO LAURA ST. 

PIERRE FOR YOUR TIRELESS 

COMMITMENT TO THE 

BAND AND THE BAND 

BOOSTERS!  YOU WERE A 

TERRIFIC CO-PRESIDENT! 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOOSTER CO-PRESIDENTS 

SPRING CONCERTS & JAZZ ON THE LAWN 

All of our thanks to the Staff, Booster Volunteers, and Families for your active 

involvement and incredible support or our amazing Yorktown Band program! 

     We especially want to thank Mr. Bersh for continuing to grow such an out-

standing music program for our students.  You are creating a deep and rich 

program that provides a place for every student to be challenged and to excel.  

Also, thank you to our wonderful staff, including Matt Rinker, JD Slaughter, 

and Peter Ketcham-Colwill.   

        Welcome Cathy Celestino — the new Co-President of the Band Boosters 

for 2014-2015—working with Helen Payne.  A special thank you to our 

“graduating” senior parents who held Band Booster chair positions:  Judy 

Rudman (Treasurer), Mary Frickie (Uniforms), and Lois Lisko (Banquet).  

You will be missed more than you know! 

     Have a great summer and we look forward to another year of tremendous 

music !                                                                 Helen Payne and Laura St. Pierre 

April showers gave way to wonderful music in May.  The Spring Concerts culmi-
nated in the premier of Voyage, an original composition by Bryce Owen in com-
memoration of the 10-year anniversary of the Space Shuttle Columbia and in re-
membrance of the seven crew members who perished.  It was a moving piece 
brought to life through a Wolf Trap Grant.  The band was accompanied by the U.S. 
Army Brass Quintet (see description in the Winter Newsletter).  Finally—Jazz on 
the lawn! 

Yorktown Indoor Per-

cussion ended their 

2014 with two incredi-

bly successful perfor-

mances at the Atlantic 

Indoor Association's 

circuit championships, 

a one-day, prelims/

finals event. The en-

semble, performing 

their program Breath, finished the day as the 2014 Atlantic Indoor Association Cham-

pions and were awarded the gold medal. This is the third time in five years that the 

program has earned an AIA Gold Medal.   We are very much looking forward to what 

2015 will bring! 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Yorktown Band members are  
going to be busy over the 
summer with music.  Here’s 
a sample of their activities:  
 

 SAGWA Flute Institute - 
Alexandria, VA 

 Interlochen Summer 
Arts Camp - Interlochen, 
MI 

 Summer Jazz Workshop 
at Mason - Fairfax, VA 

 Summer Percussion 
Workshop at Mason - 
Fairfax, VA 

 National Jazz Workshop 
- Winchester, VA 

 Berklee College of Music 
Summer Performance 
Camp & Afro Cuban Pro-
gram - Boston, MA 

 Washington-Lee Jazz 
Camp, Arlington, VA 

 Jonathan Snowden Flute 
Summer Course -
  Winchester, VA  

 New York Summer Mu-
sic Festival, Oneonta, 
New York 

 Army Band Internship - 
Arlington, VA 

 Boston University Tan-
glewood Institute - Wind 
Ensemble 

 Northwest Pacific Film 
Scoring Program - Seat-
tle, Washington 

 Maryland Summer Jazz 
Institute - Rockville, MD 
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MARCHING BAND—PREVIEW OF NEXT YEAR’S SHOW 

“Once you have tasted flight, you will for-
ever walk the earth with your eyes turned 
skyward, for there you have been, and 
there you will always long to return.” 
― Leonardo da Vinci 
 
The desire to fly is timeless.  Wilbur 
Wright traced that longing to our prehis-
toric ancestors, who, “in their grueling 
travels across trackless lands, looked envi-
ously on the birds soaring freely through 
space at full speed, above all obstacles, on 
the infinite highway of the air.”  Ancient 
cultures in Egypt, Persia, and Greece all 
included deities with the power of 
flight.  Human flight is seen in ancient 
myths as diverse as Icarus of Greece, Chi-
nese Emperor Shun, the African warrior 
Kibaga, and Wayland the Smith of Norse 
legend.   
 
The universal and enduring allure of flight 
rests in what it has come to represent over 
millennia of efforts to take to the air.  At 
its heart, flying is infinite possibility.  It is 
the quest to achieve the impossible.  It is 
freedom, discovery, adventure.  It is the 
wisdom that comes from seeing the world 
from a new perspective, and the strength 
to continue striving despite failure.  York-
town's 2014 production, Fly, will draw on 
these ideas as it takes the audience 
through a musical and visual interpreta-
tion of flight.  While on the surface our 
show will convey the physical act of flying, 
these broader themes will be the motivat-
ing inspiration for our performance.  At its 
core, the production will offer a vehicle to 
reflect on the journey we have taken, the 
obstacles we have overcome, the things 
we’ve learned along the way, and the 
dreams that remain just within our grasp.  
 
“More than anything else, the sensation of 
flying is one of perfect peace...” 
― Wilbur Wright 
 
The show will begin with an arrangement 
of Bliss, a new choral piece by Eric Whita-
cre, to convey the peace that comes with 
being free and alone above the 
world.  Above it all, with the wind rushing 
by, the cares of the world fall away, leaving 
only self and sky—a communion with the 

infinite. 
 
We are up!  We are off!  Like someone 
singing ecstatically, climbing, soaring— a 
sustained note of power and joy.  
― Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
  
The show will continue with an arrange-
ment of Flight of the Thunderbird by Rich-
ard Saucedo, a piece that evokes the ex-
citement and adventure of soaring 
through the air. Programmatically, this 
movement represents the human fascina-
tion with flight and our quest to realize 
our hopes and dreams. Both musically and 
visually, the audience will experience the 
performers’ determination and an unre-
lenting belief that we can achieve any-
thing.   
 
"The moment you doubt whether you can 
fly, you cease forever to be able to do it.” 
― J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan in Kensington 
Gardens 
  
The third movement will offer a major 
contrast in both theme and sound, with an 
arrangement of Air Link by Jack Stamp 
introducing the idea of falling.  The piece, 
which features dissonant, syncopated me-
lodic material, will evoke the frustration of 
the many failures to make the dream of 
flight a reality.  The piece ends abruptly 
with an extended descending run and 
three dissonant hits, a musical representa-
tion of a fall from the sky and the anguish 
that follows. 
  
“But—but in falling, we fly, don’t we? . . . 
Falling is the only way we can fly.”  
–Emil Ostrovski, The Paradox of Vertical  
  
The final movement will feature an ar-
rangement of Eric Whitacre’s Leonardo 
Dreams of His Flying Machine.  The piece 
will serve to evoke the strength that comes 
from learning from your mistakes.  After 
falling through the previous movement, 
we pick ourselves off the ground to again 
pursue the dream of flight.  The piece 
weaves in material from Bliss and Flight of 
the Thunderbird, tying the show together 
into a cohesive whole.  Finally, we will end 
where we began—in flight. 


