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The challenge of putting high-
quality music and an intense visual 
drill into the hearts and minds of 
the Yorktown Marching Patriots has 
paid off! You can see and hear how 
everyone has matured, both as 
musicians and as people. Being in 
the band program, like most activi-
ties, requires dedication, energy, 
hard work, and perseverance. The 
pride and accomplishments you 
have received will stay with you for 
the rest of your lives. What a great 
season this has been! While this has 
been a warm fall, everyone kept the 
intensity and the flame at “212.” 
Kudos the students for receiving an 
excellent rating at the State March-
ing Band Festival! 

A very special thank you goes to 
our student leaders who continue 
to keep this organization moving 
forward. Bravo for all of your ef-
forts! We also must not forget all 
the parents that have helped 
through the marching season. Espe-
cially with moving the huge front 
ensemble (“pit”) we had this year, 
your assistance is greatly appreci-
ated. 

The enthusiasm does not stop – 
we now move toward our concert 
season. Concert Band students have 
done a terrific job establishing a 
good work ethic and achieving a 
high level of performance. Marching 
students will transition to the Sym-
phonic Band setting. Both groups 
have begun to prepare for a delight-
ful winter concert, scheduled to be 
on Thursday, December 13 at 7:00 
pm in the auditorium. Please be 
aware of the combined band re-
hearsal on Wednesday, December 12 
immediately after school. Be sure to 
invite your family, friends, and 
neighbors to the concert! 

All-District Band auditions will 
take place Saturday, January 5 at 
McLean High School. Symphonic 
Band students will be required to 
participate in these auditions or 
attend the Solo & Ensemble Festival 
held in April. ALL band students are 
encouraged to do both events. Any 
musical experience outside of class 
will enhance student achievement. 
These events, along with our 
after-school ensembles (Jazz En-
semble & Indoor Drumline) and 
college band festivals, provide an 
invaluable musical experience. It 
is really important that parents 
help students to set up a regular 
practice regimen. Remember to 
keep a practice log and chart 
your progress! 

I am very accessible by phone 
or email. Contact me should have 
questions or concerns…the staff 
and I enjoy hearing comments 
from parents about our program. 
Many past alumni send rave re-
views about how the program is 
doing and we often pass these 
along to the students. As always, 
check the band Web site often 

for the most up-to-date informa-
tion. I look forward to seeing you 
all at our next Band Booster meet-
ing (Monday, November 5th) and at 
our winter concert. 

—Regards, BJW 
Director of Bands 
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TAKE NOTE:   

• Parents’ Meeting, cafe-
teria...Mon., Nov 5. 

• Poinsettia Orders 
Due...Wed., Nov 14. 

• Poinsettia Pickup, 
cafeteria...Fri., Dec. 7, 5 
pm. 

• Winter Band Con-
cert, auditorium...Thur., 
Dec. 13, 7 pm. 

• As always — 
Band practice, rehearsals, 
and events are required 
activities; if you plan to 
miss one, you must  
submit in advance an 
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) (form on 
the band Web site under 
Documents) ☺ 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 

Have you checked today? 

From the Top  Ben Williams, Director of Bands 

Band Members, Parents, Alumni, and Patrons: 

Noah Aldonas - percussion 
Kate Brown - piccolo 
Andrew Caughran - trumpet 
Carroll Courtenay - piccolo 
Daniel Ferrante - trombone 
David Gorsky - alto sax 
Liza Hadley - French horn 
Rebecca Hirschhorn - percussion 
Chris Hunt - piccolo 
Dana John - piccolo 
Greg Ketcham-Colwill - trumpet 
William Johnston - euphonium 
Christine Lihn - percussion 

Frances Meadows - piccolo 
Laura Miller - trumpet 
Thanh Nguyen - color guard 
Emily Simmonds - clarinet 
Leah Stricker - drum major 
Nora Swisher - drum major 
Emma Tessier - clarinet 

YHS Marching Patriots Seniors 
Congratulations to our 2008 Marching Patriot Seniors! 

Spring Music Trip 

NEW YORK CITY 
Thursday, March 27 to 

Sunday, March 30 

including 

N Y Philharmonic 
Clinic & Sectionals 

Riverside Church  
performance 

Dinner Cruise 

Performance by 
“Stomp” 

www.yorktownband.org
http://www.yorktownband.org/Documents.htm


I never like saying goodbye to 
marching season. This year is my 
last year in high school Marching 
Band B seems pretty crazy to me. 
Looking back, every year was 
special. There’s always a unique 
combination of people because 
every season we lose some sen-
iors and gain some rookies. Year 
to year some of us get a whole 
different experience by switching 
instruments or being drum ma-
jor. So much of my life is con-

sumed by performances, re-
hearsals, and my practicing 
during marching season. We 
spend tons of time together in 
the fall; everyone on the field 
is really close. Then suddenly 
early in November there are 
no more football game duties 
to perform, and we sit inside 
with our concert instruments. 
I never know what to do with 
my Wednesday nights, and I 
suddenly have a social life on 
weekends. 

Switching from Marching 
Band to Symphonic Band 
might be the weirdest part of 
the school year. As a senior, I 
will probably become occu-
pied with college apps, keep-
ing my GPA up, and hanging 
out with the other seniors. In 
a way, we all go back to our 
own life when Marching Band 
season ends. The marching 
season doesn’t last forever, 
but I’ve really enjoyed being a 
part of Yorktown’s Marching 
Patriots. 

—Nora Swisher 

Steppin’ Out  Nora Swisher & Leah Stricker, Drum Majors 

With everyone talking about the Sym-
phonic Band, have you ever wondered about 
Concert Band? If you have, here is your in-
side scoop. 

This year’s Concert Band is considerably 
bigger than last year’s, with most of the band 
consisting of freshmen. This year we have a 
relatively balanced band. Our only shortcom-
ings seem to be our lack of clarinets and a 
tuba. Even so, our band has a nice warm tone 
and our clarinet section is quite the power-
house. 

Mr. Williams’ focus for this year seems to 
be getting everyone involved with the whole 
process of making music. Every day he has 
one or two people come up to the front and 
lead the band in scales and rhythm exercises. 
Such students given the opportunity so far 
include Ann and Lydia Carpenter, Jonathan 
Ammirati, Anamarie Diaz, and Natalie Yoder. 
Mr. Williams would like every student to 
have the opportunity to conduct. 

For the winter con-
cert, Mr. Williams has a 
couple tunes planned, 
one of which is entitled 
“First Noel.” This is a 
modern interpretation 
of the classic “First 
Noel.” The melody is 
passed between instru-
ments throughout the 
band. The result is a 
very intricate piece that 
is just as pleasurable to 
play as it is to listen to. 
Unfortunately, the other 
song choices will remain 
a surprise until the win-
ter concert. You under-
stand… 

The rest of this year should be quite fun. 
All of the Concert Band members enjoy play-
ing together and are looking forward to 
growing musically. I think it is safe to say that 
playing in the YHS Concert Band is quite an 

enjoyable experience. We will be working 
hard and cannot wait to play for you at the 
winter concert. 

—Andrew Stump 

Concert Band  Andrew Stump 

Concert Band members Andrew Stump and Rachel Wysor  

Marching Patriots (l to r) Nick Haring, Leah Stricker,  
Nora Swisher, Virginia Pommerening 
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Band Equipment Needs  
Spur Fundraising Efforts 

Band Boosters have made a 
promising start this fall toward 
raising funds needed to close a 
funding shortfall for the musical 
equipment needs of the York-
town High School band program. 
But it will take a sustained effort 
through the school year, and 
support from band members and 
parents, to reach the finish line. 

The band program's musical 
instrument, equipment and con-
cert band uniform needs far out-
strip the small stipend the band 
program receives annually for 
these purposes from the county 
school system. For example, a 
single tuba costs about 2.5 times 
the band's annual equipment 
stipend. Public funds are insuffi-
cient to meet band program 
needs in other counties in the 
region as well.  

This year, Director Ben Wil-
liams compiled a multi-year list 
of band equipment needs includ-
ing Marching Band instruments 
and equipment, public address 
system components, percussion 
equipment and replacement 
parts, and concert band equip-
ment and replacements. Some of 
the band-owned instruments 
haven't been replaced since the 
mid-1980s. The band used re-
serve funds to buy some of 
these items and also is planning 
to buy new concert dresses 
soon. (The county regularly 
provides funds specifically for 
Marching Band uniforms.) 

In response to the equipment 
needs, Fundraising Chairman 
Carol Keys put together a 2007-
08 fundraising plan that the 
Booster executive committee 
hopes can provide approximately 
$15,000 in additional funding for 
band instruments, equipment and 
concert dresses. The plan in-
cludes the annual poinsettia sale, 
which is traditionally the 
Booster’s biggest fundraiser, fall 
and spring car washes, the E-
scrip grocery store sales receipts 
fundraiser, Band Booster mem-
berships, water bottle sales, and 
hospitality tables at band events. 

Booster memberships were 
down significantly last year due 
to a change in school policy se-
verely limiting the fundraising 
appeals that could be included in 
student packets distributed the 
first day of school. We hope to 
inspire a recovery in Band 
Booster membership contribu-
tions this year with the fall mem-
bership drive being kicked off on 
page 4 in this newsletter. 

A pair of car washes in Sep-
tember raised more than $1,700 
to kick off this year’s fundraising 
efforts. Also underway are sales 

of high-quality water bottles with 
a YHS logo at football games and 
other events. By early October, 
approximately 120 bottles were 
sold, about a quarter of our 
stock. Eventually, this fundraiser 
has the potential to raise up to 
$1,000. 

The Band Booster executive 
committee and Band Director 
Ben Williams would like to thank 
all those volunteers who have 
contributed to the band’s fund-
raising efforts so far this fall. 

—Jim & Nancy   
Ketcham-Colwill 

Presidents’ Note  Jim and Nancy Ketcham-Colwill, Presidents 

YORKTOWN BAND BOOSTER FUNDRAISER 

Earn credit toward YoUR fees 

85% of the proceeds from your poinsettia sales are 
applied directly to reduce your band account! 

gorgeous, long lasting poinsettias for sale! 
Band and Guard members have order information. 

Orders Due by Wednesday, November 14th 

Checks payable to: Yorktown Band Boosters 
Pick up plants Friday, December 7th, 5 pm, YHS cafeteria  

(plan to deliver as soon as possible afterwards!) 
Questions? Want to help? Contact Michelle Trahan, michelletrahan@verizon.net, 703-522-2452 

"Don't fight over a band water bottle ..."       "Buy enough for everyone!"   

mailto:michelletrahan@verizon.net
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October begins a month-long membership drive and we hope all band 
families will join this year. In past years, we’ve raised a large portion of 
our budget from membership dues because we were able to include the 
form in the first day packet. Those rules have changed but unfortunately, 
our need for money hasn’t. This is the money used to pay for musical 
instruments and other equipment needed to make all of the bands – 
Marching Band, Concert Band and Symphonic Band – more successful. 
Please use the form below to join at the highest level you can. All contri-
butions are tax deductible and can be mailed using the enclosed enve-
lope or delivered by student to Mr. Williams. If you’ve already joined 
Band Boosters this year, thank you! 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Please PRINT all information 

 

 Student Name:  _______________________________________________________ 

Parent or Sponsor Name:  _______________________________________________________ 

 Street Address:  _______________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________ 

 Home Telephone:  _______________________________________________________ 

 Parent or Sponsor email:  _______________________________________________________ 
  

Please indicate your tax-deductible contribution: 
 

 c Underwriter ($125) c Patron ($100) 
 c Supporter ($75) c Member ($35) 

 

Contributing members are acknowledged in the Winter  
and Spring Concert Programs 

 

Please make checks payable to: YHS Band Boosters 
Forms and contributions may be mailed to YHS Band Booster Treasurer: 

 

YHS Band Boosters 
Steve Black Treasurer 
4349 40th St. N. 
Arlington, VA  22207 

You may also send in this form to Mr. Williams with your student. 
 

A full size membership form is on the band Web site under Documents: 
http://www.yorktownband.org/Documents.htm 

http://www.yorktownband.org/Documents.htm
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College Connections… from out West Leslie Walczak & Taylor Triggs 

Leslie Walczak, Yorktown ‘07  
When I decided to head out West, I was motivated by the finan-

cial security that band helped me attain. The summer after my junior 
year I took college tours around the US and realized the amazing 
benefits of going out of state. I wanted a change of scenery, and I 
knew that going out of state would maximize my college experience. 
Starting anew in an unfamiliar community forces you to leave your 
comfort zone and appreciate everything and everyone you’ve left 

back at home. If you’re considering taking the path I have, then 
you’ve surely learned that going out of state is not cheap. When I 
applied to 6 out-of-state schools, I knew that the only way I could 
enroll was with a scholarship. My involvement with band was a huge 
asset in the competition for scholarships. Attending Yorktown High 
School already means that you’re way ahead of the rest of the coun-
try academically; however, it is extracurricular activities like music 
that secure your spot in a university. 

To an admissions officer, involvement in any music program 
shows the dedication and passion of an applicant. Any music awards 
or honor band involvement reinforces this representation, and I 
urge all of you to take advantage of auditions and competitions. 
Furthermore, membership in Tri-M, and better yet, official positions, 
are vastly appealing to colleges looking for strong leaders and fo-
cused individuals. It is through my participation in the above activi-
ties that I was able to ameliorate and balance my applications with 
the outstanding YHS education I received and the valuable, charac-
ter-developing experience that music offers. With this combination 
and memberships, I was able to secure scholarships to nearly all of 
my choice schools and make going out-of-state possible. 

I am currently not involved in any musical groups at the Univer-
sity of Arizona; however, I am looking into dropping a class next 
semester and joining the symphonic band as a means of preserving 
my instrumental skills. I am a Pre-Business Entrepreneurship and 
International Business major with a double minor in French and 
Mandarin Chinese. I encourage all of you to use music to your ad-
vantage in college applications. Whether it be overcoming the quo-
tas that UVA and others seem to put on YHS, or finding the means 
to go out-of-state, good luck with apps and remember to apply to 
UofA! Alpha Beta fo’ life. 

—Leslie Walczak 

Taylor Triggs, Yorktown ‘07 
I lined up in the north end zone marking time and fingering my 

trumpet keys before marching onto the field with the Show Band of 
the Southwest. I looked up at “Godzillatron,” the world’s largest flat 
screen television and Texas-sized scoreboard behind the south end 
zone. I saw the 375 of us in 
white cowboy hats begin march-
ing and playing. We blared out 
“Texas Fight!” 85,000 fans in 
burnt orange rose up and 
roared. My entire body tingled. 

I’ve always wanted to attend 
the University of Texas because 
it is one of the world’s great 
universities, Austin is a great 
place, and I love Longhorn 
sports! I was invited to tryout 
for the band with over 500 oth-
ers after sending in an audition 
tape during the summer. In late 
August before classes started, I 
flew to Austin to attend tryouts 
and band camp. I made the cut 
and now play at all home and in-
state games; plus I’ll play at a 
bowl game this winter. 

Mr. Williams and my being 
involved with Yorktown bands 
helped me get into UT and on 
that football field. Band camps, Jazz and Symphonic Bands, Indoor 
Drumline, AP Music Theory, and working as a drum major showed 
the Texas admission committee my passion, commitment, and lead-
ership skills. And Mr. Williams wrote a letter of recommendation 
for me to help show UT that I was a well-rounded person and 
leader. All that work at Yorktown also helped me make it through 
the week of 14-hour days during band camp – that week was the 
hardest physical, emotional, and musical challenge I’d ever faced. Mr. 
Williams and J.D. Slaughter helped me meet that challenge by en-
couraging band members to be disciplined, hard-working, and the 
best we could be. 

I’m majoring in economics and I’ll be adding math as a second 
major. One benefit of being at a larger school is that I am able to 
take Norwegian! And I’ve learned that for the two large lecture 
classes I have, a good strategy is to sit closer to the front so that the 
class doesn’t seem so big. 

Although practicing three nights each week and being at the sta-
dium rehearsing and performing most Saturdays can be tiring, band 
is also fun and I’ve made great friends. My experience is similar but 
more intense than what I gained from being involved in the York-
town bands, working to perform well but also having good friends. 

I learned in the hot Texas weather that there’s nothing better 
than iced tea and Texas BBQ. I’ve learned that many people in 
Texas have different cultural and political perspectives than those 
inside the Beltway. Most of all, I’ve found heaven if you like to wear 
shorts and a burnt orange tee shirt! Hook’em! 

—Taylor Triggs 

Note: College Connections is an ongoing series following the lives of Yorktown band graduates, whether they major in music or other fields.  

Leslie Walczak, right, with fellow University of  
Arizona friends at a football game. 
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Yorktown High School Band 
Arlington, Virginia 

Spring Music Trip  
Payment Schedule: 
• Fri., Nov. 9 - $100 

(nonrefundable) 
• Tues., Dec. 11 - $175 
• Fri., Jan. 11 - $175 
• Wed., Feb. 6 - $200 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 28th St N 

Arlington, VA 22207-1727 
 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Ben Williams 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@cox.net 

Name incorrect or needs updating? 
Please e-mail yorktownbands@cox.net 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 
MB=Marching Band SB=Symphonic Band CB=Concert Band All=Symphonic and Concert Bands 

November 
 5 M ALL: Band Boosters’ Meeting, cafeteria, 7 pm 
 14 W ALL: Poinsettia Fundraiser Orders Due! 

December 
 7 F ALL: Poinsettias Fundraiser Pickup, cafeteria, 5 pm 
 12 W All: Combined Band Rehearsal 3:15 – 4 pm 
 13 Th ALL: Winter Band Concert, YHS Auditorium, 7 pm  

January 
  5 Sa ALL: “All-District Band” auditions, McLean HS (required for SB students) 
 28-29 M-Tu ALL: ’08 – ’09 YHS Band auditions 
 31 Th “All-District Band” Event, Oakton HS 

February      
 1-2 F-Sa “All-District Band” Event 

 4 M ALL: Band Boosters’ Meeting, cafeteria, 7 pm 
 21 Th ALL: Pre-Festival Pyramid Concert, YHS Auditorium, 7 pm  
 23 Sa ALL: All-Virginia Band & Orchestra Auditions, JMU 

March 
 7-8 F-Sa ALL: District Band Festival, Madison HS (both bands leave date open) 
 27-30 Th-Su ALL: Spring Trip to New York City 

April 
 4-6 F-Su Indoor Drumline & Winter Color Guard at Finals, location TBA    
 12 Sa Solo & Ensemble Festival 
 24-26 Th-Sa Musical: Peter Pan 

May 
 21 W Jazz on the Lawn, 6 pm 
 27 Tu ALL: Annual Spring Band Concert, YHS Auditorium, 7 pm 
 29 Th Tri-M Benefit Recital 

June 
 2 M ALL: Band Boosters’ Meeting, cafeteria, 7 pm 
 12 Th All: Graduation Band Rehearsal, YHS Auditorium, 6 – 7:30 pm 
 19 Th ALL: Graduation  

AUGUST — PLAN AHEAD!!! 
 10-15 Su-F MB: BAND CAMP at Mercersburg Academy, PA 

mailto:yorktownbands@cox.net
mailto:yorktownbands@cox.net
www.yorktownband.org
www.yorktownband.org

