
From the Top  Brian Coffill, Director of Bands 

Parents, Students, and Alumni: 

 

Where did the time go? It feels like just yesterday 
that the Marching Band was loading up to head to 
Mercersburg for band camp, the Concert Band was 
sightreading through new pieces on the first day of 
school, and the weather was warm and sunny every 
day. Blink, and it becomes late fall before you know it!  

The Yorktown High School Marching Patriots put 
together a strong season, featuring their dynamic and 
exciting show, “Latin Fusion.” Congratulations to the 
band members on constantly raising the bar as the 
staff has raised expectations – it seems that observers 
have caught on to the marked change in the ensemble. 
Various judges have commented on the consistent 
improvement of the band, and it is due to the efforts 
of our student performers and strong student leaders 
that we have been able to build such a rewarding sea-
son from the ground up. Thank you also to the Sen-
iors, as their tireless work over the past four years 
has taken the Marching Patriots to new heights. Of 
course, we would not be where we are today without 
help from the Yorktown Band Boosters and the 
countless parent volunteers during the out-
door season, who deserve a rousing round of 
applause.  

Our Yorktown High School Concert Band 
has seen impressive growth as well – the 
change from the first day of school to each 
successive rehearsal has been dramatic. Con-
gratulations to Anna Johnson and Steve Haring 
for being named Concert Band Woodwind and 
Brass Section Leaders, respectively.  

I am looking forward to the Winter Con-
cert on Thursday, December 
11, at 7 p.m. in the YHS Audito-
rium, which will feature the Concert 
Band; the Symphonic Band, which 
transitioned back inside at the com-
pletion of the Marching Band sea-
son; and the newly formed York-
town High School Jazz Ensemble.  

Hopefully everyone has gotten a 
chance to see the shiny new web-
page designed by our very own YHS 
band parent, Mike Grieco – 
www.yorktownband.org/home/. He 
deserves a round of applause and 
many thanks for creating a vibrant, 

informative site that will be used to spread informa-
tion about the Yorktown Marching Patriots for some 
time to come.  

Many colleges in the area sponsor Honor Bands to 
reward talented high school musicians. Students are 
encouraged to check the information boards in the 
band room to learn more about College Honor Band 
opportunities, which are a great chance to visit college 
campuses, advance your musical skills, and meet stu-
dents from across the region.  

Soon the Winter Color Guard and Indoor Percus-
sion ensembles will begin, as well as the new Jazz Lab 
Band, a chance for more students to play, learn about, 
and enjoy jazz. Please stay tuned for more information 
on these ensembles.  

Thank you to all for your support of the band pro-
gram at Yorktown High School, and I look forward to 
seeing everyone at the upcoming events! 

Best,  
—Brian Coffill 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 
for the latest updates. 

Have you checked today? 

Yorktown Band 
Newsletter TAKE NOTE:   

• Poinsettia orders due, 
Thur., Nov. 13 

• Poinsettia orders de-
livered, cafeteria, Fri., 
Dec. 5, 5 pm 

• Winter Band Concert, 
auditorium, Thur.,  
Dec. 11, 7 pm 

• All-District Band audi-
tions, McLean H.S., Sat., 
Jan. 10 

• District Band Festival, 
Wakefield H.S., Mar. 13-
14 

• Spring Trip to Phila-
delphia, Apr. 23-26 

• As always — Band prac-
tice and events are re-
quired activities; if you 
plan to miss one, you must 
submit in advance an 
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) from the 
band Web site J 
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Winter Concert Back 

  
 

 

John Brigagliano – tuba  
Joe Donahoe – percussion  
Rachel Duffy – Color Guard  
Thomas Duggan – trumpet  
Matthew Ellison – percussion  
Colin Gilliland – bari saxaphone  
Andrew Graykowski – percussion  
Molly Grieco – percussion  
Nick Haring – percussion  
Ellie Linton – piccolo  

Laura Mansilla – drum major  
Kelly McCoy – drum major  
Peggy Meyer – clarinet  
Eileen Roos – clarinet  
Gretchen Schneider – clarinet  
Travis Snider – Color Guard  
Derek Stotler – tuba  
Molly Waidmann – Color Guard  
Melody Wren – Color Guard  

YHS Marching Patriots Seniors 
Congratulations to our 2008 Marching Patriot Seniors! 
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I had never felt so proud of the Yorktown 
Marching Patriots as I did several weeks ago 
at the VBODA competition. The roar of ap-
plause as the Patriots marched off the field 
was louder and more enthusiastic than I had 
ever had before. The trumpet solos soared 
during One More Time Chuck Corea, the per-
cussion feature in between Spain and Dindi 
were incredibly clean and precise, and every 

set that we had been working so hard to hit 
throughout the whole entire season did. Yet, 
just one week later at the USSBA competi-
tion in Salem, I stepped off the podium to an 
ever louder cheer of the crowd after an even 
better performance than the one we had 
played just seven days prior.  

This is one of the many great aspects of 
the 2008-2009 Yorktown Marching Patriots. 
Everybody wants to play at their best, march 
at their best, perform at their best, and the 
improvements made weekly truly reflect this 
desire. Each and every person in the band has 
held an enthusiasm for the music, for the drill, 
and for playing with each other that stands 
out from the other seasons that I have been 
involved in the band.  

The 2008-2009 Marching Patriots have 
been ranked by many inside and outside the 
organization as one of the top marching 

bands that Yorktown has ever seen, and I 
fully believe that statement. Laura and I have 
worked together to come up with our salute, 
to conduct each piece as best as we can, and 
have loved every second of being the drum 
majors of the band this year. The parents 
have loaded many equipment trucks, led fund-
raisers, and have clearly helped get the band 
to the place it is today. Furthermore, the 
instructional staff, especially JD and Mr. Cof-
fill, has put innumerable hours into helping 
each and every student out, and have clearly 
led by the best example.  

This season has been one for the books. 
And while I may be sad to see that my York-
town marching career has quickly come to a 
close, I am indescribably excited for the band 
and what it will do this coming symphonic 
season, this coming 2009 marching season, 
and for the many years to come.  

—Kelly McCoy  

Steppin’ Out  Laura Mansilla & Kelly McCoy, Drum Majors 
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Indoor Drumline  Nick Haring, Percussion Captain 

Unbeknownst to most people, Yorktown 
has a very competitive Indoor Drumline. For 
those who don’t know, Yorktown finished in 
8th place in “Scholastic A” class, out of about 
30 drumlines at the Atlantic Indoor Associa-
tion Finals last year. 

This year, we plan to exceed the success 
we obtained last year. While we are still in 
the planning stages of our show for this year, 
we know that the show will be titled Hyper-
tension featuring music from Bela Fleck and 
the Flecktones, as well as from the popular 
group Radiohead. In order to continue build-
ing upon the success of last season, we plan 
on attending about 7 competitions in addition 

to AIA Finals for a third consecutive year. 

One of the competitions we plan on at-
tending is WGI Regionals in Richmond, VA, 
where we will compete on a nationally-
renowned circuit with some of the most well-
known and innovative groups in our field. 
Also, there has been some talk of performing 
during halftime at basketball games for York-
town, Marymount University, and even for 
one game for the Washington Wizards at 
Verizon Center. Seeing what we were able to 
accomplish last year, as well as what we have 
planned for this year, makes me very excited 
to see what we can achieve this year. 

—Nick Haring 

Winter Guard  Rachel Duffy & Mel Wren 

What is Color Guard? 
• Color Guard is often described as the 

“sport of the arts.” It is a compilation of 
flag choreography, rifle spinning, saber 
work, dance, and gymnastics.  

What if I have never done these things be-
fore? 

• No problem! We spend a few months 
training new recruits in the beginning of 
every season. The only skill you need to 

have is knowing how to bring 
a positive attitude.  

Are there competitions? 
• Yes; we compete with 

the Atlantic Indoor As-
sociation under the 
Scholastic Regional A 
category. Competitions 
take place on Saturdays 
and are in locations 
across Virginia.  

How do I sign up for Winter Guard? 
• Open house informational meetings 

were on November 3rd, 5th, and 8th in 
the band room. Hopefully you kept 
your eyes open for posters in the hall-
way for specifics!  

What is Winter Guard’s show theme this 
year? 

• Winter Guard is going to have an amaz-
ing show theme, but it is secret for 
now! 

—Rachel Duffy & Mel Wren 

Latin Fusion logo designed by band parent 
George Rebh which was the inspiration 

for the Marching Patriot t-shirts. 
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College Connections…  Jillian Becker & Patrick Duggan 

Jillian Becker, Yorktown ‘07  
There are so many things to look forward to when you go away to 

college. You get to experience life on your own for the first time, 
meet all new people, and you begin to study subjects that truly inter-
est you while obtaining knowledge that you can use in everyday life. 
And if you get involved in activities, you can gain even more positive 
experiences. 

I’m writing this article because I am a member of James Madison 
University’s Marching Royal Dukes. I would definitely say that being in 
the MRDs is one of my favorite experiences in college so far. From 
the first day you arrive at band camp, you meet a ton of new people 
and instantly have ties with them; many of these people end up be-
coming some of your best friends at school. And you continually meet 
people throughout the season—this year, the MRDs number around 
480 people, and my section (flutes/piccolos) is about 66 people. I 
know that number seems pretty intimidating, but it allows for you to 
meet so many different kinds of people. Not to mention the fact that I 
can’t even describe how incredible it is to play in a band with a sound 
that large. It’s unlike anything I’ve ever experienced. Throughout the 
season, we learn three music-and-marching intensive shows, which 
are performed at football games, and when we are the exhibition at 
high school competitions (like Oakton, which we played this fall!). 
This year we are also marching in the Macy’s Day Parade in New 
York City and next year the band will be traveling to London, Eng-
land. As you can see, there are amazing opportunities that come along 
with participating in an organization like this. 

Being in the YHS Marching Patriots helped me a lot in preparing 
for college and the MRDs. Colleges love to see that a student has 
been involved with 
something like marching 
band because it shows a 
drive and commitment 
to an activity that not a 
whole lot of people do. 
Being in Yorktown’s 
band made me develop 
a work ethic that helped 
me not only in high 
school, but also is bene-
fitting me in college. 

As far as JMU goes, I 
am really enjoying it 
here, even outside 
marching band. This school 
has so much to offer in terms of academics, people, and location. It’s 
a medium-sized school (about 16,000 undergraduates) around 2 
hours away from Arlington. It’s in the middle of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains, which means there are tons of places to hike around in the 
area. You can go skiing at Massanutten Resort and take a lot of other 
trips that are offered by our recreational facility. I am currently a 
sophomore Integrated Science and Technology major with plans of 
dual concentrating in Environment and Energy, and I’m also in the 
Honors Program.  

But back to marching band...you can check out the MRDs on You-
Tube (here is the link to the opener of Show 1 this year), or watch 
for us on Thanksgiving Day! 

Good luck to everyone applying to schools this year, and I hope to 
see some of you out on the field in ’09! Go Dukes!!!  

—Jillian Becker 

Patrick Duggan, Yorktown ‘07 
The qualities that are present in a member of Yorktown band are 

the same qualities that will serve you well in applying to and succeed-
ing in college or in any endeavor you pursue after high school. Having 
played an instrument, shown up to sectionals, evening practices, and 
private lessons for years, you have already demonstrated the kind of 
commitment and dedication that colleges look for in the admissions 
process. Stressing your experiences and successes in band is sure to 
impress any college when they read your application. 

Though I chose not to continue playing 
the trumpet at Boston University, music, 
not surprisingly, is still a passion and Bos-
ton provides plenty of opportunity to 
indulge. I'm only a short subway ride away 
from the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
and the Boston Pops, and within walking 
distance of Berklee Conservatory, so live 
concerts are easy to find, often on the 
cheap with student discounts. This semes-
ter alone I've seen Chris Botti (ridiculous 
trumpeter) at Symphony Hall and a 
friend's band Zebras at Berklee (amazing). 
Also, as of recently, I'm the lead guitarist for a new, upcoming Rock 
Band based out of my dorm room. So look out for that. 

The fact of the matter is, regardless of whether or not you pursue 
music in college, the work ethic YHS band fosters will be a blessing in 
whatever you pursue academically. At BU, I am involved in the Naval 
ROTC program while also studying human physiology as pre-medical 
major, in addition to clubs and an ever-present social life that keeps 
me extraordinarily busy. The stress of managing your time between 
classes, organizations, commitments, and friends is something you get 
a taste of early in Yorktown band when rehearsals conflict with ath-
letics and athletics conflict with parties. You learn to deal with it in 
high school and it becomes second nature. By graduation you'll realize 
that Yorktown band has taught you a lot more than simply how to 
march and play music at the same time. That's kids' stuff. 

In my own college decision process, it came down to BU or UVA. 
For me, after visiting both, the decision was an easy one. The big-city 
environment of BU suits me much better the more rural state 
schools in Virginia. BU offers great academic and extracurricular pro-
grams in what I am interested in and the location is amazing. BU's 
campus is fully integrated within the city of Boston meaning tons of 
amazing attractions are very accessible via walking or the subway. 
(There's always Boston Common if you find yourself missing the tra-
ditional green grass of other campuses.) As a major metropolitan city, 
the nightlife at BU is even livelier than at many other universities. 
Nothing beats living two blocks from Fenway Park and rioting on the 
streets in the middle of the night along with fellow fans when the Red 
Sox won last year! I did that. 

Thinking back, I came to YHS my sophomore year from a huge 
high school and 200+ piece marching band in Austin, TX. This was a 
drastic transition and the first students I met were those I met at 
band camp over that summer. I'm lucky for that, as band was one of 
the best times I had in high school, so live it up. And long live the 
Brotherhood! 

—Patrick Duggan 

Patrick Duggan’s brother is senior Thomas Duggan, a Yorktown band 
member.  

Jillian Becker, right 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPAqBzMPhzw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPAqBzMPhzw
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Band & Guard Fund Raisers — and YOU! Sandy Brody & Hunter Moore, Fund raising Co-chairs 

The Fund Raising Committee would like to tackle a number of 
projects this year, which we hope will succeed financially and musi-
cally. We need a couple of parent volunteers, each of whom would 
take on one of these discreet, time-limited projects described below. 
We already have a parent to run the car washes and two parents to 
run the poinsettia sales. We’ve described some basics of the various 
other projects, but need volunteer leadership to think through a few 
details (brief “business plan”) for their project, and then manage it. 
Band and Color Guard students know they play a key visible role.  

1. Restaurant Events - Some area restaurants are willing to 
make certain days “Yorktown Band and Guard days.” A portion of 
the profits comes back to the band program. We would like a parent 
volunteer to lead this, to include contacting potential restaurants and 
working with them.  

• Bear Rock Café, Lee Highway, Arlington, (free garage park-
ing) kicked off their partnership with us and designated Octo-
ber 17 – Yorktown Day. Dinner receipts (meals purchased 
after 4 p.m.) through November 28 also benefit Yorktown 
band.  

• Other restaurant days may require “hands on” work, i.e. 
students busing tables and a parent greeting as a host or 
hostess. We would appreciate a parent volunteer to oversee 
each event. 

2. Car Washes - Jamie Brigagliano heads this up. Dates and vol-
unteers to be announced.  

3. Poinsettia Sales - Michelle Trahan and Jackie Scott are han-
dling this very important fundraiser.  

4. “You’ve Been Marched On by YHSB” - Show that special 

someone that you care. Customers can hire the band to “decorate” 
the front yard of someone special with inflatable musical instruments. 
Band member benefit: account credit & fun. Several band students 
have already signed up to be involved with this fund raiser.  

5. “Music in the Streets” (sometimes known as “Tag Day”) - 
This is a significant fund raiser for many other local schools. Band 
members go into the community (with a chaperone) to solicit funds 
and distribute band and concert info to the community. In March 
2009, we will give it a trial run, by stationing ourselves outside local 
shopping centers and soliciting within the Yorktown neighborhood.  

We need a parent volunteer to take charge. We plan on going full 
force in September 2009 and anticipate this one event will handle the 
majority of our fund raising needs for the year.  

6. “Music for You” - Members of the band can play their music 
for parties, corporate events – play with your band mates, or play 
your Solo and Ensemble Festival piece for someone’s special event.   

7. Sponsorship Team - We’d like to solicit local businesses for 
financial support and gift items to raffle off at concerts. In addition to 
accepting donations for baked goods at concerts, we’d like to have a 
raffle for a desirable item, like an iPod or dinner for 2, etc. Sponsor-
ing businesses would receive a free ad and recognition in our pro-
gram and newsletter. Parent volunteer needed to head up this effort, 
with additional volunteer support to solicit businesses for money 
and/or gift item for auction.  

To help the band with one fundraising project, contact Sandy 
Brody skbrody@aol.com, Hunter Moore huntermoo@aol.com, or 
send the membership activities form in this issue into Mr. Coffill or 
through the mail to treasurer Steve Black. The form is available on 
the band website: YHS Boosters 2008 Membership Activities Form. 

The YHS Band Booster Club relies upon donations and fundraisers 
to give our programs an extra boost. These programs include Sym-
phonic and Concert Bands, Marching Band, Fall and Winter Guard, 
Indoor Drumline, Jazz Ensemble, Pep Band, and small ensembles (new 
this year). For FY 2007-2008, the chart illustrates the percentage 
sources for our club income. Poinsettia sales was the largest chunk of 
club income at 35% for the year. Eighty-five percent of the 
net proceeds of poinsettia sales receipts are distributed as 
credits to the students who sell them. The next largest cate-
gory of income is from Band Booster Club memberships. In 
2007-08, a total of 35 families made tax-deductible contribu-
tions of $4,020 to the Booster Club. These unrestricted 
funds enable us to augment the instrument and equipment 
purchase budgets of the County to ensure that our students 
have high quality instruments. Our third largest source of 
income (13%) was raised by the Drumathon. This event 
raised over $3000 and 30% of the funds raised were cred-
ited to students who solicited the donations. Car washes 
and direct donations from corporate donors, each contrib-
uted 10% of unrestricted revenues to the Club.  

This year, we have a dynamic team leading fund raising 
and they have developed an exciting program of activities to 
help the Club continue on its path of providing funds to 
augment the Band Programs at YHS. This year, through the 

generosity of our contributors and with the use of E-scrip funds, we 
are providing more financial support to students in the band programs 
who require financial assistance. Through the generosity of you, the 
band parents and members of the Yorktown High School community, 
we have an award winning band program. Thanks for your continued 
support. 

Booster Club Income FY 2007-2008
10%

3%

16%

2%

10%

1%1%4%2%13%

3%

35%

Direct Public Donations
E-Scrip
Club Membership
Investments

Car Washes
Tri-M Fundraiser
Band Camp Snack Bar
Water Bottle Sales

Baked Goods Sales
Drumathon

Sushi-Zen Fundraiser
Poinsettia Sales (Net)

Treasurer’s Report for 2007-08 Steve Black, Treasurer 

mailto:skbrody@aol.com
mailto:huntermoo@aol.com
http://yorktownband.org/home/index2.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&gid=34&Itemid=76
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Dear Yorktown H.S. Band Boosters, 

We hope that you have enjoyed your interactions with the band and guard so far and that you will con-
tinue to enjoy these fine programs throughout the year. It takes a lot of volunteer time, effort and treas-
ure to put on the shows, attend the competitions, and organize the trips that are all part of the experience 
at Yorktown.  

We send out a big thank you to those of you who have already shared in the Boosters efforts to sup-
port the band and guard programs. Our goal is to have all families become members of the Boosters at 
some level as well as participate again this year in our fund raising efforts to keep the experience the best 
it can be. Please complete the form below and send it in as soon as possible.  

—Sandy Brody & Hunter Moore, Fund raising Co-Chairs 

Band Boosters Membership Form 

Student’s Name:  __________________________________________________________________  

Parent/Sponsor Name:  _____________________________________________________________  

Street Address:  __________________________________________________________________  

Preferred Telephone: (_____) ________________________________________________________  

Preferred E-Mail:  _________________________________________________________________  

Please indicate your tax deductible contribution to the YHS Band Boosters: 

$  _______  Contributor ($1-34) 
$  _______  Booster Member ($35-74) 
$  _______  1st Chair’s Friends ($75-124) 
$  _______  Conductor’s Team ($125- 249) 
$  _______  Director’s Club ($250-499) 
$  _______  Trustee’s Circle ($500+) 

Please indicate those fund raising activities you will be assisting (in addition to individual Poinsettia Sale role*): 

 ____ Restaurant Partnerships (Assist with Service on Fund raiser Days)* 
 ____ Car Washes (Good Clean Fun) 
 ____ Poinsettia set up and clean up at YHS* 
 ____ You’ve Been Marched On (decorating a lawn with Musical Instruments)* 
 ____ Music in the Streets (Soliciting $ contributions from residential & retail donors—aka Tag Day) 
 ____ Music for You (Playing Music for private and corporate special events)* 
 ____ Sponsorship Team (Solicit Corporate/Retail Sponsors—for $$ contributions & raffle items) 
 ____ Grant Writers R Us (Help Prepare Grant Applications) 

* A percentage of the funds raised will be credited to the accounts of the participating student. 

Please send completed form, and check made out to the Yorktown Band Boosters, Inc., to: 

Steve Black, Treasurer 
YHS Band Boosters 

4349 40th Street North 
Arlington, VA 22207 



We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 28th St N 

Arlington, VA 22207-1727 
 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Brian Coffill 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@gmail.com 
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Can’t remember the practice schedule? 
When do you have to be there? 
Hey, did the schedule change  

or what? 

Check the YHS Band  

Winter Concert “Sneak Peek”   

The Symphonic Band, Concert 
Band, and Jazz Ensembles will be 
performing a wide variety of selec-
tions at the Winter Concert on 
Thursday, December 11, at 7 p.m. 
in the YHS Auditorium. The Con-
cert Band’s program includes an 
exciting rendition of Carl Orff’s 
Carmina Burana, as well as a David 
Holsinger favorite, On a Hymnsong 
of Phillip Bliss, and others. The 
Symphonic Band will feature a 
number of pieces including the 
finale of Antonin Dvorak’s New 
World Symphony, and a classic 

selection from British Wind Band 
composer Gustav Holst.  

To add to the festivity, please 
bring a plate of baked goods or 
beverages – such as soda, bottled 
water, or juice – to the Booster 
refreshment tables. If you will 
contribute to the refreshment 
tables, please send an email to 
Hospitality chair Lisa Campbell, 
LCampbell@lawbc.com. Also the 
Yorktown band is sponsoring a 
canned food collection that eve-
ning for our local food pantry, the 

Arlington Food Assistance Center 
(AFAC). We are asking that one 
canned food item per person be 
donated to help others. Demand 
at AFAC has almost doubled this 
year. For additional information, 
please contact YHS band Public 
Relations chair Pam Donahoe at 
PamDonahoe@yahoo.com.  

YORKTOWN BAND BOOSTER FUND RAISER 

Gorgeous, long lasting poinsettias for sale! 
Orders Due by Thursday, November 14th 

Pick up plants Friday, December 5th, 5 pm, YHS cafeteria  
(plan to deliver as soon as possible afterwards!) 

85% of the proceeds from your poinsettia sales are 
applied directly to reduce your band account 

(ex., reduce your spring trip fees!!!) 

Checks payable to: Yorktown Band Boosters 

Earn credit toward YoUR fees 

Questions? Want to help? Contact Michelle Trahan, michelletrahan@verizon.net, 703-522-2452 

Winter Concert 

YHS Auditorium 
Thursday, Dec. 11, 7 p.m. 

Yorktown High School Band 
Arlington, Virginia 

Come for dinner to Bear Rock Café 
Fridays, Nov. 14, 21, and 28 

for great food and to support the YHS band. 

10% of the proceeds from 4 to 10 pm go to the YHS band.  

2200 N. Westmoreland St. (corner of Lee Hwy & Westmoreland). 
For directions and parking details, see the band website. 

Calendar! 

mailto:yorktownbands@gmail.com
mailto:LCampbell@lawbc.com
mailto:PamDonahoe@yahoo.com
mailto:michelletrahan@verizon.net
http://www.yorktownband.org/home/
http://www.yorktownband.org/home/
http://yorktownband.org/home/index.php?option=com_events&Itemid=73
http://yorktownband.org/home/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=79&Itemid=32

