
From the Top  Brian Coffill, Director of Bands 

Parents, Students, and Alumni: 

 

What a year! Shortly following the successful 
marching season and Winter Concert, the band pro-
gram at Yorktown High School went into “moving 
mode.” The last days of December saw the entire 
band program mobilize to become a well-oiled pack-
ing machine. Everyone pitched in, packed a box, 
moved an instrument, or cataloged trophies. Who 
could have predicted that our perennially-acclaimed 
band program had collected a staggering one hundred 
eighty two trophies dating back well over thirty years? 
My thanks go out to the parent and student volun-
teers that dedicated afternoons, evenings, and week-
ends to ensuring that we had a less stressful transi-
tion. 

As we shoehorn multiple large and dynamic bands 
into their new home in a much smaller place, we are 
all getting used to the new surroundings. While it is 
not the best band hall in the country, we do have 
rooms at our disposal for rehearsal and storage that 
will carry us through to the new room in three years 
time. There is a light shining at the end of the tunnel! 
In the meantime, we have resolved to be flexible and 
work together with even greater determination to 
reach our lofty musical goals. 

Amidst the excitement of the move, the Marching 
Patriots applied to march in the recent Presidential 
Inaugural Parade. Even though we were not selected, 
Yorktown did play a major part in the festivities. We 
served as the “home base” and rehearsal site for 
President Obama’s high school 
alma mater, the Punahou 
School. Our new Hawaiian 
friends were very thankful for 
a place to rehearse, although 
they did have a hard time ad-
justing to the weather. 

In the coming months, we 
have a variety of exciting per-
formances and events to look 
forward to. I look forward to 
seeing you at the Band Boost-
ers Meeting on Monday, Feb-
ruary 9th at 7 pm. Head in the 
main doors and follow the 
signs to the new band room! 
February 26th at 7 pm is the 
Yorktown High School Pyra-
mid Concert, held at Williams-

burg Middle School 
and featuring our 
feeder programs. 
This serves as a 
prelude to the Dis-
trict XII Band Festi-
val held on March 
13th & 14th at our 
neighbor to the 
south, Wakefield 
High School. Please 
stay tuned for more 
information as it 
becomes available. 
Students interested 
in the District XII 
Solo and Ensemble 
Festival should be-
gin working in the near future – the festival will take 
place on April 18th at Langston Hughes Middle School 
in Reston, Virginia. Looking further ahead, we have 
the Spring Trip to Philadelphia on April 24th through 
the 26th. Details have changed due to the number of 
students participating, so please stay tuned for new 
information. Mark your calendars now – Band Camp 
2009 will be held at beautiful Mercersburg Academy 
from August 16th through the 21st. 

2009 looks to be a very exciting year for the band 
program at Yorktown High School – keep checking 
our Web site for updates! 

 

Best, 
—Brian 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 
for the latest updates. 

Have you checked today? 

Yorktown Band 
Newsletter TAKE NOTE:   

• Band Boosters Meeting, 
”new” band room 1D (28th St 
entrance), Mon., Feb. 9, 7 pm. 

• Pre-Festival Pyramid Con-
cert, WMS auditorium, Thur., 
Feb. 26, 7 pm. 

• District Band Festival, 
Wakefield HS: Concert Band 
Fri. Mar. 13, Symphonic Band 
Sat. Mar 14. 

• Solo & Ensemble Festival, 
Langston Hughes MS, Reston, 
Sat. Apr. 18. 

• Spring Trip to Philadelphia, 
Fri., Apr. 24, 7 am, to Sun., Apr. 
26, 1 pm. 

• Jazz on the Lawn, location 
TBA, Wed., May 20, 6 pm.  

• Spring Band Concert, WMS 
auditorium, Thur., May 21, 7 
pm. 

• Marching Band Camp, Mer-
cersburg Academy, PA, Sun., 
Aug. 16 to Fri., Aug. 21. 

• As always — Band prac-
tice and events are re-
quired activities; if you 
plan to miss one, you must 
submit in advance an 
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR). ☺ 
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Traveling around the world is the perfect 
way to discover unique types of music. These 
opportunities give the music enthusiast an 
experience far superior to the limitations of 
Youtube. Here are highlights from my musical 
endeavors this past year. 

Naples, Florida 
Very recently, I was fortunate enough to 

speak with a man who has experienced nearly 
a century of music that has evolved within the 
United States. Gene Goodman, 92, better 
known as the younger brother of Benny 
Goodman, now resides with his wife Gloria in 
a sub-division of Naples known as Pelican Bay. 
I came poised to inquire about his relation-
ship with his big broth-
ers, Benny and Harry, 
who played bass, and 
of his relationship with 
other band members 
such as acclaimed 
drummer Gene Krupa. 
However, Gene 
Goodman’s role in the 
music business went 
far beyond carrying 
equipment for the 
Benny Goodman big 
band. Gene did not 
play an instrument, but 
made his fortune as a 
music publisher. He was a partner in the 
Chess Records Company that recently was 
portrayed in the movie Cadillac Records. 
Gene’s company has rights to hits sung by 
Etta James, Muddy Waters, Howlin’ Wolf and 
others. He has claims to “I Saw Mommy Kiss-
ing Santa Claus” (sung by Jimmy Boyd) and 
“I’d Rather Go Blind” (sung by Etta James). 
When I asked him if he got to know Muddy 
Waters, Goodman replied, “Yes, but I wish I 
hadn’t.” That was the end of that topic. 

Gene Goodman was very open to me 
about his insights, experiences and relation-
ships from his years in the thick of American 
music. Even after many years of being out of 
the business, he could still give me an in-
depth overview of the process of “making a 
hit.” As a publisher, Gene was the step be-
tween the songwriter and the radio. If he 
found a particular lyric to be engaging, he 
would buy it from the writer and therefore 
have rights to it. From there, he would hire 
ideal musicians to record the song and pre-
sent the recording to any and all radio DJ’s. 
“After all,” Gene commented, “the only way 
to make a hit was through the radio. That’s all 
we had back then.” 

My conversation with Gene Goodman was 

a once in a lifetime experience, and I am so 
grateful to have talked to a man whose life 
has been completely wonderfully surrounded 
by music. 

Louisville, Kentucky 
For a week this past summer, I attended 

the acclaimed Jamey Aebersold Jazz Camp 
held on the campus of the University of Lou-
isville. Intended for anyone transfixed by Jazz, 
the Aebersold camp consisted of people of all 
ages and of all nationalities. The camp had an 
equal number of teenagers and adults and 
attracted people from various countries. I 
personally became close with a fellow drum-
mer who had traveled all the way from the 

Philippines to 
attend the 
camp. Each 
day, campers 
took part in a 
schedule that 
consisted of 
classes in 
theory, 
combo, and 
master 
classes where 
campers 
were organ-
ized by in-
strument and 

ability. These master classes provided oppor-
tunity for one-on-one teaching with the fac-
ulty. Personally, one of the best parts of the 
camp was a master class with Ed Soph, who is 
in charge of percussion at the mu-
sically-renown University of North 
Texas. 

To my surprise, my favorite part 
of the camp did not involve me 
playing the drums, but rather 
watching them. Every night, faculty 
combos played concerts in the 
University of Louisville auditorium. 
Each group was spectacular and 
incredibly solid and performed 
interesting, creative arrangements 
of songs I knew and songs I didn’t. 
These concerts gave a good look 
at the incredible talent and skill of 
the Aebersold faculty. I still re-
member Antonio Hart’s alto saxo-
phone solo on “Moanin’” as maybe 
the most soulful and intense solo I 
have ever heard. Also, one can 
learn just as much from watching these mas-
ters at work as being instructed by them. 

Even without the music, the camp experi-
ence was exceptional. I got a good sense of 

college life through living and experiencing 
the University of Louisville. I also took advan-
tage of a Chinese restaurant adjacent to our 
dormitory, which was a resident favorite and 
became one of mine. I recommend this camp 
to anyone with the urge to play, learn, and 
experience Jazz at its educational best. 

Barcelona, Spain 
The thing I enjoyed most during my fam-

ily’s two-week vacation in Barcelona, Spain, 
was neither the unique architecture nor the 
savory food (which I enjoyed very much). The 
best things in Barcelona were the various 
musical events that were offered to the pub-
lic. 

It was not difficult to see that Barcelona 
has an abundance of talented street musi-
cians. I spent a good hour watching a soprano 
sax and percussion duo. The percussionist 
featured a strange metal instrument that I had 
never seen before. This instrument, called a 
Hang (which is pronounced “Hung”) origi-
nated in Bern, Switzerland, and is a relatively 
unknown instrument. Its sound reminded me 
most of a steel drum, but its “UFO” look and 
subtle tone make it a captivating instrument. 
(For more info and videos of the Hang, go to 
http://www.hang-music.com/hang.php.) Also, 
in front of El Catedral was a large ensemble 
performing traditional Spanish songs and 
dances. Many people were participating in the 
dances, which I found to be very unusual. My 
family and I decided that wasn’t for us, but 
the music was very professional. 

 Barcelona also had 
its share of prominent 
American musicians. I was 
fortunate enough to see 
both the Pat Metheny trio 
and the reunited fusion 
group Return to Forever. 
For much of the time, the 
Pat Metheny trio shared 
the stage with a famous 
Flamenco singer Eli Mor-
ente and his band. I was 
fascinated by their music, 
and I even thought that 
Morente’s guitarist out-
played Metheny. Being a 
percussionist, my focus 
was on the odd-looking 
percussion instrument on 
stage: a Cajon. 

The word Cajon in Spanish literally means 
“box,” which is the epitome of the instru-
ment. Constructed mostly of wood, the Cajon 
is played by striking the 

Music Is Everywhere  Alan Brody, YHS ‘10 
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Benny Goodman's brother Gene Goodman with Alan Brody 

Alan Brody on a Cajon.  Sketch 
by artist Ed Gross during a 

Yorktown Bistro performance. 

Continued on p. 3 

www.hang-music.com/hang.php
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JMU Summer Band Camp   Megan Constantinides and Anne Schweikert, YHS ‘11 

This past summer, we went to the James Madison University 
Summer Band Camp for one week to learn how to play the march-
ing bass drum. Borrowing bass drums one and two from Yorktown, 
we headed off to Harrisonburg, where we joined a drumline of 
about sixty people. The skill levels there ranged from novice (like 
us) to expert. We were all invited to try out for the “varsity” drum-
line, which would play and march with the regular band camp. How-
ever, we decided to stay and learn the basics first. 

Every day, we would wake up, have breakfast, and attend the 
morning session, which focused on basic technique and warm-ups. 
After lunch, we would go back and work on some basic cadences or 
basic marching. When it was really hot, we’d go inside and learn 
technique on some concert percussion instruments or watch videos 
of world-class drumlines, both indoor and outdoor. In the evening, 
there was recreation time. The best part was performing the ca-
dences in front of the rest of the (massive) band camp, made up of 
drum majors, concert band, and marching band campers. 

There were about 60 drumline members playing snare, tenors, 
and bass, out of which six were female. The people we met there 
were from all around Virginia, with a few from Maryland and one 
from Pennsylvania. We became close due to the long practice hours 
as well as taking meals and spending recreation time together. Since 
then, we’ve kept in touch with as many as possible. 

We learned basic bass drum skills and basic marching, which has 

enriched our music playing through developing the muscles in our 
forearms (which is crucial as we play the marimba). It was a good 
chance to learn to play a drumline instrument in a non-competitive 
environment, and it gave us a new respect for the art of drumline. 

We found out about the drumline program because Megan went 
to the concert band portion of the 
camp a few years ago and highly 
recommended it. She has still 
retained the friends she made 
there as well. If you’re looking for 
a fun, extra band camp experi-
ence, there are several different 
camps (including color guard) that 
will take any level of experience. 
You will come away a lot more 
knowledgeable and developed in 
your playing. 

—Megan Constantinides & Anne Schweikert 

This is the fourth year of the Yorktown Chapter of the Tri-M 
Music Honor Society. Originally called the Modern Music Mas-
ters, Tri-M meets monthly to discuss how Yorktown music stu-
dents can best give back to our community and foster music 
programs in Arlington. 

Though the hassle surrounding the new band room has re-
sulted in a slower start than usual, the second half of the year 
will be moving quickly. Thus far, students have managed the re-
freshment tables at two Swanson concerts, allowing the parents 
to enjoy the music. We are also in talks with the middle school 
teachers about starting various projects with them, such as In-
strument Clinics in which Yorktown students will lead sectionals 
and get the students excited about the Yorktown Band. There is 
also a possibility of having members play at Arlington's nursing 
homes. If you are interested in joining Tri-M or have any ideas 
for service projects, please contact Molly Grieco at  
mollygri@yahoo.com. —Molly Grieco and Eileen Roos 

Tri-M Honor Society Molly Grieco and Eileen Roos, YHS ‘09 

Yorktown Tri-M officers from left to right are Annie Nardolilli, co-historian; 
Eileen Roos,  vice-president; Peggy Meyer, co-historian; Lena Barsky, secretary; 
Molly Grieco, president; and Rachel Locke, treasurer.  

head with one’s hands. Depending on where you hit the head, you can 
get either a “bass” or “snare” sound out of the instrument. In essence, 
you can simulate a drumset beat with the Cajon. Its origins span as far 
back as slaves in West and Central Africa, and now the Cajon is the cho-
sen percussion instrument of modern Flamenco music. I was fortunate 
enough to see many Flamenco groups in the time I spent in Barcelona, 
and each group was anchored by the versatile Cajon. To my delight, I 
found out that Cajones are sold in America and I couldn’t resist getting 
one. The beautiful instrument only set me back about $149 and the way 
to play it is for interpretation: I have experimented with and enjoyed my 
Cajon for hours on end. (Check online for more information and videos 
of the Cajon.) 

—Alan Brody 

…to 
YHS Band Students 
Who Placed Into 

District XII’s  
All-District Band 2009 
 

Wind Ensemble 
(eligible to audition for  

All-State Band/Orchestra) 
Chris Kyser, trombone 
Laura Mansilla, clarinet 
Eileen Roos, bassoon 
 

Symphonic Band 
Lena Barsky, clarinet 
John Brigagliano, tuba 
Andrew Logan, clarinet 
Kelly McCoy, bassoon 
Max Stern, flute 
Gretchen Schneider,  

alto clarinet 
 

Alternates 
Nick Haring, percussion 
 
 
 

Congratulations...  

The All-District Band Concert is Saturday, February 7, at 
7 pm at Chantilly HS, 4201 Stringfellow Road, Chan-
tilly. Admission is free, so please consider coming to sup-
port our outstanding musicians! 
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CHANGE is a word we’ve been hearing a 
lot lately, and it’s a big feature of life in the 
Yorktown band community right now, for 
sure - and as we all know, change can be 
challenging! We have a terrific program in 
every way, but we are in a challenging period, 
contending with a relocated band room, less 
than ideal class and storage space, stiff com-
petition for indoor floor space, and the pros-
pect of off-site performances. Please don’t 
lose heart or pull back from your engage-
ment with the Yorktown music program, and 
encourage your children to maintain their 
enthusiasm and dedication. We can maintain 
a first-rate program throughout reconstruc-
tion, but it will take some patience, persever-
ance, creativity, and flexibility. 

Mr. Coffill, the band students, and the 
Yorktown administration need our whole-
hearted support over the next couple of 
years. One way you can demonstrate this 
support is by joining and becoming active in 
the Yorktown Band Boosters! If you have 
not already become a member, please join us 
right away. The membership form is in this 
newsletter, and online at yorktownband.org, 
under Documents and Forms. Your member-
ship-level contribution will be listed in our 
Spring Concert program - but most impor-
tantly, we can use your talents and commit-
ment throughout this spring and in looking 
ahead to next year and beyond. 

Big events on the near horizon include the 

Pyramid Concert (Feb. 26th), the District 
Festival (Mar.13/14 th), the Spring Trip to 
Philadelphia (Apr. 24th-26th). Please come 
to the Yorktown Band Boosters meet-
ing on Monday, February 9th at 7 p.m. 
in the “new” band room, 1D to learn 
more and get involved. 

Thanks for your hard work throughout 
the first semester. As always, don’t hesitate 
to contact us with your concerns or sugges-
tions to improve the Yorktown Band Boost-
ers or the ways YBB can help shape the fu-
ture of the band program at Yorktown! 

—Carolyn & Alden Hart,   
co-Presidents 

Poinsettia Successful!  Michelle Trahan 

Presidents’ Notes  Carolyn and Alden Hart  

The 2008 Poinsettia Fundraiser was a 
resounding success! Thanks to all the 
parents, students and other YHS staff 
who helped make it one of the most 
profitable in our history. Sixty-eight 
band and guard members participated, 
selling over $20,000 of practically 

perfect plants. That turns out to be close to 
1500 plants with students earning cred-
its towards the upcoming spring band trip of 
$7,490. Additionally the net income to the 
Yorktown Band Boosters’ treasury was 
$1,160. Way to go, Yorktown Band & Guard! 

—Michelle Trahan 

 Thank you for the 150 pounds 
of food collected at the Winter 
Concert to benefit the Arlington 
Food Assistance Center—our 
first effort! 

—Pam Donahoe 

Surprise a neighbor by having their home "Marched On" by the 
Yorktown band and guard. These colorful large inflatable instruments 
will be placed on a lawn overnight for a day or two. Cost is only $25 
per march. Simply email Hunter Moore, huntermoo@aol.com, with a 
request including date and address in the north Arlington area. One 
week notice preferred. (Don't want to be Marched On? Annual 
insurance is only $5.00!) 

Margaret Taylor and Lena Barsky represented Yorktown band 
at the George Mason University Honor Band weekend.  

www.yorktownband.org
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College Connections…  Noah Aldonas, Alex Cook & Chris Hunt 

Noah Aldonas, Yorktown ‘08 
When applying to colleges I was afraid. I kept thinking, What are 

my redeeming qualities? Do I even have any? So it came as a huge 
surprise to me to find out that one of the things that stood out on 
my application was my musical experience and dedication—sort of—
to the Yorktown band program. I went down to UVA for their high 
school Band Day and I was rather hot, sticky, and sore all day, but I 
kept in contact with the UVA marching band director after that and 
let him know of my interest in the school and maybe even in the 
marching band. It’s all about who you know. While I’m sure my aca-
demic reputation didn’t hurt and was obviously important, the con-
tacts I made through band while applying to schools were the ones 
who kept in touch with me. They didn’t even ask me to send in a 
tape. 

After months of smiling in interviews and slaving over my master-
piece application essays, I got into college! But then I had to face the 
question, do I really want to keep doing band in college? Don’t get 

me wrong, I love band, but I wasn’t sure if I wanted to keep on muti-
lating oboe reeds for another year. After all, I’m in college, shouldn’t I 
try something new? 

Going to Yorktown was like eating the same meal everyday for a 
year, eventually 
you get sick of 
it. Northwest-
ern University is 
like eating at a 
buffet everyday. 
I came to 
Northwestern 
expecting to be 
caught up in the 
journalism pro-
gram and the 
various campus 

Alex Cook, Yorktown ‘05 
I have learned a few things since I left Yorktown, including enough 

to constitute a degree in architecture from Colum-
bia University and a commission as a second lieu-
tenant in the United States Marine Corps in May. 
However, a number of the important traits that got 
me this far were learned when I was a proud mem-
ber of the Yorktown band. We’ve all heard that 
commitment to band and its many attached respon-
sibilities set the foundation for success. I certainly 
agree with that, but I want to highlight a specific 
trait that has played a large role in my architectural 
education and officer training, and that is attention 
to detail. If you make the effort now to sweat the 
details – taking pride in the perfect execution of 
every marching step, even during the most routine 
practice, reveling in nailing each piece of music 
down to the last note – you will develop the kind 

of attitude that has you crushing any challenge that comes your way. 
And in four or five years, when you’re kicking it with the next gen-
eration of Peter K-Cs and Kevin Es and watching old marching tapes 

or listening to concert CDs, you’ll be glad you 
cared so much.  

 When I graduated from Yorktown, I couldn’t 
imagine a single situation in which four years of 
marching would ever come in handy. Who would 
have guessed that two years later, standing on a 
sun-scorched parade deck at Officer Candidates 
School, Marine Corps Base Quantico, I would be 
unwillingly demonstrating drilling technique for a 
company of my peers and drill instructors? The 
ultimate embarrassment came when, as I was re-
ceiving the equivalent command of a backward 
march, I realized that I had not yet learned a moving 
about face and that there was absolutely no way 
that Marines actually march 

Chris Hunt, Yorktown ‘08 
Hello everyone, my name is Chris Hunt, and I am a second semes-

ter student at the Berklee College of Music. I was in the Symphonic 
Band at Yorktown for four years and also in the Jazz Ensemble for 

four years, directing it my senior 
year. Being a part of the music pro-
gram at Yorktown opened many 
doors for me and introduced me to 
many people that were assets in the 
college application and admissions 
process. At any high school there 
are teachers that students are able 
to connect better with. These 
teachers can teach any subject; 
however, I feel that the arts teach-
ers take a hold on the interests of 
their students with a vigor that is 
unseen in most other subjects. 

Teachers such as a band instructor can be invaluable when it comes 
to recommendation letters, or just simply helping you to find a school 
that encompasses what you want. 

At Berklee I am doing a lot of musical production. The Berklee 
recording studios and production facilities are of the highest caliber 
and are well known among the international music community. Along 
with production I have begun study in music business. While it is 
predominantly a music school, Berklee brings professors in from 
other colleges in Boston, such as Boston College, Boston University, 
Northeastern, and even Harvard, to teach business classes and other 
general subjects. My major, which I will declare next semester, will be 
international music administration. Berklee is known to have a top 
five music business school, so I look forward to starting my major 
classes.  

International music administration deals with finding talent and 
helping them onto the world stage. Along with such entrepreneurial 
aspects of the major, you are also taught all of the legal and account-
ing facets that allow you to prosper in the ever- Continued on p. 6 

Continued on p. 6 

Continued on p. 6 
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Yorktown band members (l to r) Naomi 
Nakazato, Madeline Botticello, Kelly Cook, 
Kelsey Coia, Victoria Monroe, and Taylor 
Coddington, as well as Rachel Wysor,  
performed at the Virginia Commonwealth 
University Festival of Winds & Percussion.  

newspapers, but upon arriving on campus I realized I would be limit-
ing myself. Get involved, no matter what, just do it. Though journal-
ism and international studies are my majors, I wanted to get involved 
in other things I enjoyed in high school like theatre and sports. 

I did start writing for a campus newspaper, North by Northwestern, 
and I made the Northwestern Sailing Team, but I didn’t want to drop 
music completely. Music has always been important to me and even if 
I didn’t end up playing an instrument or joining one of the a capella 
groups on campus, I wanted music in my life. 

That’s how I got involved in The Next Big Sound. Their ad said 
“Fantasy Football for Music” and I felt a twitch of interest. The Next 
Big Sound allows musicians to put their music on a web site and then 
you act as a mogul, picking and dropping artists as they rise or fall in 

popularity on the site. NBS also works to help unsigned musicians 
sign with music industry labels to get the recognition that many de-
serve. I applied to work for them and they keep me busy writing 
reviews of musicians on the site and sending me to concerts to write 
reviews and scope out other artists the site might want to add to its 
roster. 

I can’t pinpoint something that stands out as my favorite part of 
the college; it’s all been incredible. But having Chicago and Lake 
Michigan on my doorstep has without a doubt been one of the best 
parts of Northwestern. I couldn’t think of a better place to be a stu-
dent. The music scene is gigantic and Chi-town is a beauty. And for 
the first time I am seeing real snow, the kind that sticks around until 
March. We’ll see if the Illinois Gov. Blagojevich can last that long. 

—Noah Aldonas 

backwards on their toes. So to save face I executed a perfect back 
march anyway. The next thing I knew, half the staff at the base had 
been called outside and was roaring with laughter as this poor recruit 
with nothing but marching band experience covered the entire deck 
end to end. Backwards and on his toes. So, you never know… 

The last point I have to make is a bit more serious. The Yorktown 
band boasts a proud history of success and accomplishment, and as is 
often the case, this reputation of achievement overshadows the hard 
work spent and countless setbacks overcome by you and your prede-
cessors. When a crazed sniper cost our band a week of outdoor 
marching practice, the band stepped it up a notch and overcame. 
When construction of the new building wrought havoc on our 
marching routine, as well as any notion of silence around the band 
room, the band patiently adapted its customs and overcame. When 
the decades-old patriarch of our program unexpectedly left, the up-
perclassmen took on an entirely new level of leadership and example 
setting and overcame. The point is that although the band was re-

cently dealt a setback, not to 
mention a huge indignity, in the 
loss of an adequate practice 
space, this too can be overcome 
with patience and an honest 
desire to attain the success that 
the Yorktown band will always 
be known for. Countless band 
alumnae know just how capable 
the band is of doing this. I look 
forward to the rest of a wonder-
ful year for the band and for Mr. 
Coffill. Keep up the hard work.  

—Alex Cook 

 Alex Cook’s sister is freshman 
Kelly Cook, a member of the York-
town band and drumline. 

 
changing music field. The area Berklee is 
in is the nicer part of Boston. I am a ten-
minute walk from both the downtown 
and Fenway area. I can also commute 
effortlessly to the Boston Commons, 
which is kind of like our Central Park. 
Berklee is located near Boston College, 
Northeastern, and Suffolk, which makes 
meeting people from all the different 
universities very easy. I am enjoying every 
minute of my stay at Berklee so far, and I 
can only imagine how much more fun it is 
going to get. 

—Chris Hunt 

Note: College Connections is an ongo-
ing series following the lives of Yorktown 
band graduates, whether they major in 
music or other fields. For more stories 
check out the newsletter archives on the 
band web site: www.yorktownband.org. 

Continued from p. 5… Alex Cook 

Continued from p. 5… Noah Aldonas 
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Membership Form 

Student Name:__________________________________________________________________
  
Parent or Sponsor Name:_________________________________________________________ 
  
Street Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
  
Home Telephone:_______________________________________________________________ 
  
Parent or Sponsor email:__________________________________________________________
  

Please indicate your tax-deductible contribution: 

 c Trustee’s Circle ($500+) c 1st Chair’s Friends ($75-124) 

 c Director’s Club ($250-499) c Booster Member ($35-74) 

 c Conductor’s Team ($125-249) c Contributor ($1-34) 

 

Contributing members are acknowledged in the Spring Concert Program. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please make checks payable to: YHS Band Boosters 

Forms and contributions may be mailed to YHS Band Boosters—Steve Black, Treasurer 

4349 40th St N, Arlington, VA  22207 

You may also send in this form to Mr. Coffill with your student  

A membership form is also on the band Web site: www.yorktownband.org 

Our band students greatly appreciate  
your generosity and commitment! 

 Please use this Band Boosters' Membership/Contribution 
form to help buy instruments and  

equipment needed to continue a high-level band program. 

If you’ve already joined the Band Boosters this year, 
Thank you! 



Yorktown High School Band 
Arlington, Virginia 

Marching Band 

Keep checking the Web site 
for updates all summer 
www.yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 28th St N 

Arlington, VA 22207-1727 
 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Brian Coffill 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@gmail.com 
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Yorktown Bands 
Yorktown's Concert Band 

has 40 students, offering them 
more personal attention and 
opportunity to grow musically. 
Concert Band worked hard 
during the fall, mastering 
complex music for the Winter 
Concert. Many Concert Band 
students choose to audition 
for Yorktown Marching Band 
forward ensemble (a.k.a. pit 
percussion) and Indoor 
Drumline. Another Concert 
Band student is in Color 
Guard, showing Concert Band 
students can take advantage of 
opportunities to do more with 
related music groups. 

There are 60 students in 
the tight-knit Symphonic 
Band. Many students also play 
in Jazz Ensemble, Indoor 
Drumline, the Levine School 
Virginia Big-Band, and other 
smaller groups. Symphonic 
Band students do Marching 
Band in the fall and go to 
band camp on the beautiful 
campus of Mercersburg 
Academy in Pennsylvania. 
Dates for the 2009 band 
camp are Sunday, August 16 
to Friday, August 21. 

MB=Marching Band SB=Symphonic Band CB=Concert Band All=Symphonic and Concert Bands 

February      
 7 Sa Indoor Drumline & Winter Guard Competition, Broad Run H.S. 
 7 Sa District XII Band Festival @ Chantilly H.S., 7 pm 
 9 M ALL: Band Boosters’ Meeting, 1D (“new” band room, 28th St entrance), 7 pm 
 21 Sa Indoor Drumline & Winter Guard Competition, Potomac Falls H.S. 
 26 Th ALL: Pre-Festival Pyramid Concert, WMS Auditorium, 7 pm  
 28 Sa Winter Guard Competition, Thomas Jefferson H.S.S.T. 

March 
 7 Sa Indoor Drumline & Winter Guard Competition, Loudon Valley H.S. 
 13-14 F-Sa ALL: District Band Festival, Wakefield H.S. (CB: Fri., SB: Sat.) 
 21 Sa Indoor Drumline & Winter Guard Competition, Thomas Edison H.S. 
 28-29 Sa AIA Championships, Indoor Drumline & Winter Guard, Potomac Falls HS/CD Hylton HS 

April 
 6-10 M-F Spring Break 
 18 Sa Solo & Ensemble Festival, Langston Hughes MS, Reston 
 24-26 F-Su ALL: Spring Trip to Philadelphia 

May 
 20 W Jazz on the Lawn, 6 pm 
 21 Tu ALL: Annual Spring Band Concert, WMS Auditorium, 7 pm 

June 
 18 Th ALL: Graduation  

AUGUST — PLAN AHEAD!!! 
 16-21 Su-F MB: BAND CAMP at Mercersburg Academy, PA 
 

P.S. Check the Web site for the latest calendar, news, photos, etc. 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 

www.yorktownband.org
www.yorktownband.org
www.yorktownband.org

