
From the Top  Ben Williams, Director of Bands 

Parents, Students, and Alumni: 

 

I trust everyone is having a 
nice start to 2008! The band 
program has a lot coming up in 
the months ahead: All-District 
Band, Pyramid Concert, All-VA 
Band/Orchestra Auditions, Dis-
trict XII Band Festival, and our 
Spring Tour to New York City. 

Our concert bands have 
started preparations for Dis-
trict Band Festival to be 
held at James Madison High 
School in Vienna on Friday, 
March 7th (Concert) and 
Saturday, March 8th 
(Symphonic). Our goal is to 
achieve a high rating among a 
distinguished panel of adjudica-
tors from across the country. 
Our February Pyramid Con-
cert (Thursday, February 
21) serves as our “dress re-
hearsal” and includes bands 
from Swanson and Williams-
burg Middle Schools participat-
ing in the same event. Both 
Yorktown bands have made 
steady progress during class 
instruction, and it is vital that 
each individual student prepare 
his/her part for the group to 
be successful. Please encourage 
your child to set up a regular 
practice regimen and be sure 
those practice charts get re-
corded and signed. 

I am pleased to announce 
that nine of our band students 
successfully placed in the All-
District Band. Six of these 
students are eligible to audition 
for the All-Virginia Band/
Orchestra auditions held at the 
end of February at JMU. Many 
students have participated in 
college-sponsored honor bands 
so far this year, and the up-
coming Solo & Ensemble festi-
val in April proves to have a 

good Yorktown roster. All of 
our students will be formally 
recognized at our awards cere-
mony at the end of the year 
and through the pages of this 
newsletter. 

We cannot forget the hard 
work and talents of our Indoor 
Drumline, Jazz Ensemble, and 
Winter Guard programs. The 
staff is very impressed by the 
energy and quality of perform-
ance of these ensembles. Like 
all of the performing ensembles 
at Yorktown, it ultimately is a 
learning experience that will be 
with students the rest of their 
lives. 

Details about the New York 
Spring Trip will be announced 
as information becomes avail-
able. The easiest way to keep 
you informed is by updating 
our “Travel Info” link on the 
band Web site. Final itinerary 
details and guidelines regarding 
the trip will take place on 
Monday, March 10th in the 
Yorktown cafeteria — partici-
pating students and their par-
ents are required to attend. 

Many thanks to the parents, 
chaperones, contributors and 
Booster committees who help 
make this program possible, as 
no band program is successful 
without you. 

Should you have any ques-
tions or concerns, feel free to 
contact me by e-mail,  
yorktownbands@cox.net, or 
by calling the band office at 
703-228-5370. I look forward 
to seeing you all at our Spring 
Trip meeting on Monday, 
March 10th. 

—Regards, BJW 
Director of Bands 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 

Have you checked today? 

Yorktown Band 
Newsletter 

TAKE NOTE:   
• Pre-festival Pyramid 

Concert, auditorium... 
Thur., Feb. 21, 7 pm. 

• District Band Festi-
val, Madison HS...Mar. 7 
& 8. 

• Mandatory Spring 
Trip Meeting, cafete-
ria...Mon., Mar. 10, 7 pm. 

• Spring Trip to 
NYC...Thur., Mar. 27 to 
late Sat., Mar. 29. 

• Indoor Drumline Per-
formance, gym...Thur., 
Apr. 3, 7 pm. 

• As always — 
Band practice, rehearsals, 
and events are required 
activities; if you plan to 
miss one, you must  
submit in advance an 
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) (form on 
the band Web site under 
Documents) ☺ 
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New York City ~  
Here We Come! 

Band and chorus members are headed to 
the Big Apple, New York City, for their 
spring trip. The group will depart from York-
town H.S. early Thursday, March 27th, and 
return late Saturday evening, March 29th/
early Sunday morning, March 30th. The stu-
dents will be staying at the Crown Plaza Ho-
tel in Englewood, NJ, but there will be plenty 
of time to take in the sights and sounds of 
the City. 

The schedule for the trip is exciting and 
fast paced with plenty of time for both work 
and fun. On Thursday, band members will 
attend a workshop conducted by members 
of the New York City Philharmonic followed 
by a concert at Lincoln Center. Chorus 
members will participate in a Broadway 
workshop on Friday. Students, escorted by 
their chaperones and staff, will have time on 
Friday for sightseeing in the City, a tour of 
the United Nations or Radio City Music Hall, 
and will attend an Off-Broadway show. Satur-
day is competition day for each of the groups 
followed by the awards ceremony in the 
afternoon at Riverside Church and a dinner 
cruise on the Hudson River.  

Students will miss classes both Thursday 
and Friday of that week and must make up all 
class work and tests. A final mandatory meet-
ing for students and their parents is scheduled 
for Mon., March 10, at 7:00 pm in the cafeteria 
to discuss the details, guidelines, and expecta-
tions for the trip. Please mark your calendars 
and plan to attend! 
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Yorktown’s Color Guard 
is in the middle of its winter 
season. Winter Guard is very 
different from our fall march-
ing season, because in winter 
we perform indoors, by our-
selves, to arranged music. 
This winter our show is called 
A Perfect Lie, and it is about 
vanity. We are attempting to 
portray not only what vanity 
is, but its effects and how to 
overcome it. Our show is a 4-

minute combination of differ-
ent songs from the Nip/Tuck 
soundtrack and features 
dance, flag, rifle and saber 
work.  

Winter Guard this season 
has 12 members, with 4 rook-
ies and 8 returning members. 
For our show this year Joshua 
Blake arranged the music and 
wrote the drill; Christopher 
Roland and Tara Blake wrote 

flag work and came up with 
the show design; and we had 
guest rifle and saber writers. 

We are increasing the 
number of competitions we 
attend this year from four to 
six, not including preliminaries 
and finals April 4 to 6 in 
Woodbridge. Our first per-
formance is at Potomac Falls 
H.S. on Sat., Feb. 9th. 

—Kelsey McGlynn 

Winter Guard  Kelsey McGlynn, Captain 

While most students are done marching 
for the year, a small group of kids are per-
forming in Yorktown’s very own Indoor Per-
cussion Ensemble. Our show concept for this 
year is Day of Wrath featuring music from 
Metallica, Berlioz, and Cirque de Soleil. Simi-
lar to Marching Band, we put together a 
seven minute show, which combines theatri-
cal aspects, music, and marching. Without 
giving away too many details, our show starts 
out with a battle of good and evil taking place 
between the cymbal line (good) and the 
drums (evil). As the show progresses, the 
cymbals win more little fights eventually re-
sulting in the rest of the drumline joining the 
“good” side against the snare drums, who 
stay evil throughout the show. 

This year, we have 23 kids, with only 
about half being “full-time” percussionists; 
the rest are wind players from Yorktown’s 
two bands or from Williamsburg M.S. In addi-
tion to the performers, we have five instruc-
tors, including Mr. Williams, JD Slaughter, 
Kate Frear, Mike Madaio, and DJ Walker. 

Our competitive season consists of three 
competitions, as well as a trip to Preliminar-
ies (and hopefully Finals) April 4th to 6th at 
CD Hylton H.S. in Woodbridge. We are 
hosting a “show and tell” performance for 
friends and families on Thursday, April 3rd, at 
7:00 pm in the gym at Yorktown.  

—Nick Haring 
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Kelsey McGlynn, Virginia Pommerening, 
& Molly Waidmann 

Christine Lihn & Nick Haring  

Why Join Yorktown Band?  Emma Tessier, YHS ‘08 

If there were one thing I could say to con-
vince everyone to be part of a high school 
band program, I would say it instantly. Unfor-
tunately, there are not any magic words; the 
good news is that there are so many incredi-
ble things I can say about my four years in the 
Yorktown band. The experience certainly has 
its ups and downs, but in the end it is really 
all about having fun. 

Band is a family of peers and best friends. 
When I was a freshman, I had just moved 
here from Michigan and didn’t know anybody. 
Thanks to band camp and other summer 
rehearsals, I already had friends and friendly 
faces in the halls on my first day of high 
school. You can always find people in the 
band room before school, after school, or at 
lunch. Although we recently lost our couch, 
people still finish last minute homework on 
the computers, play the piano, or just talk to 
friends.  

Most people cannot say that they were 
ever part of anything quite like a band pro-

gram. 
Although 
there are 
a lot of 
people 
who 
would like 
to pursue 
a career 
in music, 
there are 
also many people who do not. Band has been 
a huge part of my high school experience, but 
I don’t plan to be a music major in college. 
Many band members are also involved in 
other school groups like theatre, crew, or 
football; so don’t be dissuaded because you 
want to participate in other activities. Having 
said that, band is still a huge commitment. 
You have to spend time practicing, attending 
rehearsal, and perfecting everything. It does 
take up a lot of time, but we spend all this 
time with some of our closest friends, so of 
course we love to laugh and joke around.  

 Band can be very trying. 
There are a lot of challenges 
that go into putting together 
a performance. Learning a 
marching show, or putting 
together difficult concert 
pieces is not easy, and you 
have to be willing to put 
work into it. However, while 
the individual effort is impor-
tant, the most amazing part 

of band is how every person and every sec-
tion comes together to accomplish one great 
product. Whether you are standing out of 
breath on the field at the end of a marching 
show or sitting under hot stage lights after a 
concert, it is an incredible feeling to hear the 
audience and know that you have had a real 
impact on all those people. If I had to pick 
some “magic words” to describe what band 
really means to me, well that’s easy: the best 
experience you could ask for. 

—Emma Tessier 

Indoor Drumline  Nick Haring, Percussion Captain 

Emily Simmonds, Emma Tessier & Dana John 
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For high school musicians, there are many 
opportunities to work with music, not just 
during the school year but during the sum-
mer as well. Some camps are very prestig-
ious and more expensive, while others focus 
on a more outdoors camp style. Regardless 
of how you like to spend your summer, 
there are many different opportunities to 
spend it with music. 

Well-known programs to start your 
search include Interlochen Center for the 
Arts, near Traverse City, Michigan, 
www.interlochen.org and the Putney School 
Summer Programs in Putney, VT, 
www.putneyschool.org. Brevard Music Cen-
ter, www.brevardmusic.org, is a seven week 
program for high schoolers, filled with music 
instruction and performances. This is avail-
able for instrumental and choral music. If you 
are interested in taking music to a more 

global level, the All American Youth Band 
(www.aayc.ws) tours and performs through-
out Europe. The drawbacks to this program 
are that it is very expensive, and in order to 
sign up the musician must have been ac-
cepted into bands at the district level. For 
those students who enjoyed participating in 
Virginia Tech’s band weekend during the 
winter, there is also a Virginia Tech band 
camp (www.music.vt.edu/outreach/camp) 
during the summer available. This camp is 
not limited to musical activities; there are 
other things offered such as sports, swim-
ming, movies and talent shows. For an op-
portunity closer to home, Woodwind Camp 
takes place at George Mason University 
(www.woodwindcamp.com). This two week 
camp (one week is possible) is open to a 
wide age group, split up into different groups 
based on level. The final concert of this camp 
is shown on television. 

There 
are count-
less music 
camp 
opportu-
nities out 
there, 
each with 
something 
different 
to offer. It 
is also 
possible 
that if you 
partici-
pated in one at a college you were thinking 
of applying to, it might boast your chances of 
acceptance since it shows the admission’s 
staff that you are familiar with their college. 

—Callie Nestleroth 

Concert Music Summer Opportunities  Callie Nestleroth, YHS ‘10 

Please note: These student articles do not carry or imply any endorsement of any program. The articles were written to encourage students 
and families interested in summer music opportunities to search personally for programs. You'll find more summer music programs than the ones 
listed in these articles, particularly since these articles were researched and finalized in January 2008. Good luck with your search!  

Wondering where you can 
play jazz this summer? I’ve dis-
covered lots of possibilities. 
Some are right here in the area, 
and others are on college cam-
puses. You can play jazz for 6 
solid weeks at Interlochen, or as 
little as 3 days at Berklee College 
in Boston. In fact, you could tour 
the country all summer long and 
come back having played with 
many of the world’s finest jazz 
musicians.  

I am going to highlight the 
options that looked particularly 
interesting to me. Not all of the 
2008 information was available at 
the time of my research. A good 
source to check for both local 
and national opportunities is the 
International Association of Jazz 
Educators (www.iaje.org). And 
also, check the following for 
national and international jazz 
opportunities: (www.dmoz.org/
Arts/Music/Styles/J/Jazz/
Education/
Camps_and_Workshops) 

LOCAL 
Washington Lee Jazz 

Camp with Alex Robinson. June 
19-30. Each student is placed in a 
combo, and each combo works 

with a certain instructor, like the 
famous Lenny Kuje (the main 
reason to go). Music trivia, staff/
student jam sessions, big band, 
are all part of the experience, 
which concludes with a final con-
cert. It’s an evening camp, so you 
can keep your day job. Meets 
from 5:30-8 pm for 8 sessions.  

Jazz Academy with Paul 
Carr (www.JazzAcademy.org). 
Many of my friends from MD go 
there. Mr. Carr runs programs in 
the summer and all year long. 
The camp is a 3-week commit-
ment, M-F 1-5 pm, Takoma Park, 
MD. The program explores a 
variety of jazz styles starting from 
the 1930’s with Glenn Miller and 
Duke Ellington through all the 
decades, to the current fusion 
trends of today. Classes include 
combo, big band, theory/history, 
and other things. Last year, Bran-
ford Marsalis was a guest instruc-
tor. Everyone I’ve talked to has 
enjoyed the experience. 

June 22-28 is The Jazz Con-
nection Summer Jazz Work-
shop at George Mason Univer-
sity. For more information con-
tact GMU Music Dept. at 703-
993-4749 or visit (www.gmu.edu/
departments/music/potomac).  

The Rappahannock Sum-
mer Music Camp, July 6-19, is 
a day or residential performing 
arts camp located in Fredericks-
burg, VA. Campers range in age 
from 11 to 18 and can participate 
in either a one-week or two-
week session. One-week day 
program is $325. Residential 
(lodging and meals) is $790. Staff 
is made up of musicians from 
across the country as well as in-
state and local communities. 
There are programs for band, 
orchestra, jazz, choir or piano 
(www.rsmusiccamp.com). 

Blues Alley Youth Orches-
tra holds 3-week sessions at 
Carter Barron in NW D.C. Free 
of charge, includes lunch, this 
program brings together jazz 
musicians throughout the DC 
area. Chris Hunt has participated 
in it. (www.bluesalley.org/
summerjazzcamp.htm). 

NON-LOCAL/RESIDENTIAL 
U. of North Texas: Jazz 

Combo workshop, July 13-18, 
(www.jazz.unt.edu/?q=node/125) 

U. of Kansas: Jazz workshop, 
July 6-11, Lawrence, KS. 
(www.musiccamp.ku.edu/
jazz_workshop.html) 

Stanford Jazz Workshop: 
July 20-25 or July 27-Aug. 1. Palo 
Alto, CA (www.stanfordjazz.org) 

Maine Jazz Camp: Farming-
ton, Maine at U. of Maine. A 
friend from Maryland went and 
his mom says “A bunch of very 
edgy NYC jazz musicians come 
and live with about 40 kids in a 
dorm and play music day and 
night together. They do nothing 
else but jazz (much of it avant-
garde ‘free jazz’). It's really for 
the devoted jazz musician.” 3 
one-week sessions. You can at-
tend for all three weeks if you 
want. (www.mainejazzcamp.com) 

Visit “summer info” on the 
YHS band Web site for more 
Jazz and marching band pro-
grams, but those are still only a 
few of what is out there.  

—Alan Brody 

Playing Jazz This Summer  Alan Brody, YHS ‘10 

http://www.interlochen.org
http://www.putneyschool.org
http://www.brevardmusic.org
http://www.aayc.ws
http://www.music.vt.edu/outreach/camp
http://www.woodwindcamp.com
http://www.iaje.org
http://www.JazzAcademy.org
http://www.rsmusiccamp.com
http://www.jazz.unt.edu/?q=node/125
http://www.stanfordjazz.org
http://www.mainejazzcamp.com
http://www.musiccamp.ku.edu/jazz_workshop.html
http://www.gmu.edu/departments/music/potomac
http://www.dmoz.org/Arts/Music/Styles/J/Jazz/Education/Camps_and_Workshops/
http://www.bluesalley.org/summerjazzcamp.htm
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It’s not too late for band and or-
chestra students to sign up to perform 
in the annual Solo and Ensemble Festi-
val. The District XII band Solo and 
Ensemble Festival is April 12 at Tho-
reau Middle School in Vienna, off Rt. 7. 
Mr. Williams needs the entry form no 
later than Tuesday, February 29. Any 
band student may participate. 

About now, band students partici-
pating in the Solo and Ensemble Festi-
val are selecting their music and begin-
ning to practice. Solo and Ensemble is 
a wonderful opportunity for students 
to play outside of the full ensemble 
and gives them the chance to see how 
they perform in an individual or small 
group setting. Students choose the 
difficulty level and style of music they 
will perform from a large selection of 
classical music approved by the Vir-
ginia Band and Orchestra Director’s 
Association (VBODA). Students are 
given a specific time to play in a small 

room for a single judge. The judge will 
provide constructive feedback on the 
student’s performance and a rating. A 
rating of superior or excellent earns 
the student a VBODA medal. 

If the music requires piano accom-
paniment, there are several good ac-
companists in Arlington that Mr. Wil-
liams knows of, plus the Solo and En-
semble Web site provides names and 
phone numbers of accompanists. The 
Web site also gives other information, 
such as the entry form and dates for 
Solo and Ensemble Festivals in other 
districts if a student is not available on 
April 12. See http://solofestival.com 

Student can use their Solo and 
Ensemble pieces for the Tri-M Recital, 
the Fine Arts Apprentice Program 
application, and for juniors, to make a 
CD to accompany their college appli-
cations if they want to play in a college 
ensemble or to major or minor in 
music in college. 

Solo and Ensemble Festival 

YHS Patriots marched 
alongside UVA Cavaliers at 
University of Virginia's Band 

Day. 

Dr. Bruce Hammel, Colin Mannes, and YHS students at 
Virginia Commonwealth University. 

…to 
YHS Band Students 
Who Placed Into 

District XII’s  
All-District Band 2008 
 

Wind Ensemble 
Kelly McCoy, bassoon* 
Eileen Roos, bassoon* 
Laura Mansilla, clarinet* 
Greg Ketcham-Colwill,  

trumpet* 

Symphonic Band 
Chris Hunt, flute* 
Max Stern, flute 
Gretchen Schneider,  

alto clarinet* 
John Brigagliano, tuba 
Nick Haring, timpani 
 

Alternates 
Frances Meadows, flute 
Nora Swisher, bassoon 
Jenna Anders, bass clarinet 
David Gorsky, alto sax 
Lindiwe Rennert, tenor sax 

Congratulations...  

* eligible to audition for All-State Band/Orchestra 

These Yorktown students got a taste 
of university life by participating in 
weekend college honor band programs 
for high school students:   

UVA Band Day 
Noah Aldonas, percussion 
Joe Donahoe, percussion 
Nick Haring, percussion 
Chris Hunt, piccolo 
Kelly McCoy, saxophone 
Frances Meadows, piccolo 

VT Honor Band 
Noah Aldonas, oboe 
Ellen Fransen, alto sax 
Emily Simmonds, clarinet 
Margaret Taylor, clarinet 
Emma Tessier, clarinet 

VCU Festival of Winds & Percussion 
Ellie Berlyn, oboe 
Kelsey Coia, French horn 
Mary Karangelen, French horn 
Victoria Monroe, bassoon 
Naomi Nakazato, oboe 

GMU Honor Band Festival 
Ellie Berlyn, oboe 
Jamie Berlyn, tenor sax 
Madeline Botticello, clarinet 
Joe Donahoe, percussion 
Amanda Ellison, clarinet 
Chris Hunt, flute 
Meghan Mohr, French horn 

Penn State Band Extravaganza (upcoming) 
Ana O’Harrow, clarinet 

College Honor Bands 

Laura Mansilla and rising 9th grader Jules Mansilla at the 
All-District Band concert. 

YHS students at Virginia Tech. 

http://solofestival.com
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Band Is A Great Experience for Parents  Jenny Molloy 

Band has been one of my daughter’s favorite experiences in her 
four years at Yorktown. The hard work and camaraderie that goes 
into making beautiful music has been very rewarding for her. Band 

Boosters do not work quite so 
hard as the students (yes, we’re 
usually in the shade at band 
camp, while the kids are drilling 
in the hot sun), but the camara-
derie is there, and there is no 
doubt that the effort is worth-
while. It’s great to have an inside 
perspective on something that is 
a significant part of your child’s 
life, not to mention that the mu-
sic is fantastic! 

 The Yorktown band program, 
with its many ensembles, relies 
significantly upon support of 
Band Booster parents for a wide 
variety of activities and duties. 
The tenures of a number of 

Booster officers and committee chairs are coming to a close since 

our children are graduating. We hope to fill some of those roles 
before the end of the school year, since the band is active during the 
summer. If you would be interested in any of the following, please 
let me know: Booster President, Fund Raising Coordinator, Volun-
teer Coordinator, Public Relations Co-Chair, or Photographer. I’m 
happy to fill you in on the details of those positions if you have ques-
tions. Please contact me at 703.532.1281 or ecojenny@hotmail.com. 
I can assure 
you that you 
will enjoy 
working with a 
well-directed 
program, great 
kids and other 
wonderful 
parents. 

—Jenny 
Molloy 

 

Committee Chairs 
Presidents: Jim & Nancy Ketcham-Colwill  
Treasurer: Steve Black  
Fund Raising VP: Carol Keys 
Poinsettias: Michelle Trahan, Jackie Scott 
eScrip: Lisa Campbell & Mike Grieco 
Car Wash: Jamie Brigagliano 
Uniforms: Donice Gilliland, Becky Ellison,  

Joan McKown 
Newsletter: Mary Roos, Bill Johnson 
Concert Programs: Mary Roos, David Coia 

Band Boosters’ Contacts 2007-2008 

Volunteers: Jenny Molloy 
Public Relations: Pam Donahoe, Ann Ferrante 
Hospitality: Sandy Brody, Judith Yoder 
Supplies, Purchasing: Mary Kelley 
Photography: Tom Hunt, Larry Swisher 
PTA Liaisons: Patty Petroccione, Maureen Caughran 
Spring Trip Co-Chairs:  Mary Kelley, Bob Risney 
Equipment Transportation:  Steve Black 
E-mail Communication:  Nora Swisher, Mary Roos 
Web Site Assistance:    Mike Grieco 

Band Boosters’ contacts’ e-mail addresses are on the Yorktown 
Band Web site under “Contacts,” www.yorktownband.org/Contacts.htm 

Jenny Molloy and Kate Linton 

Hospitality Corner  Sandy Brody 

There are several opportunities to enjoy great music and deli-
cious refreshments in the spring ’08 season. We want to thank the 
Yorktown Band Booster Community for their amazing generosity. In 
the past, whenever a request was made for refreshment donations, 
this community came forward with ample delicacies and joyous 
spirit. Serving the hospitality function is extremely gratifying both 
with this positive response and witnessing the lively celebrations 
that take place over a brownie and beverage.  

We appreciate the donations that everyone (musicians and audi-
ence members) makes when they place those dollar bills in the bas-
ket as they partake of the refreshments. The money that is donated 
goes directly to the band for its use. 

So here are a few opportunities to hear great music and serve 
the band community. For these events, we appreciate your dona-
tions of beverages, sweet items (cookies brownies, cupcakes), and 
audience members that haven’t had their dinners also appreciate 
savory items. In addition to food donations, we are very grateful to 

receive your “behind the table” support in serving beverage & 
treats. It’s actually a lot of fun and gives you a bird’s eye view of the 
activity. 

February 21, 7 pm, Pre-festival Pyramid Concert featuring 
Yorktown, Williamsburg, and Swanson bands. (Seeking cookies, 
savories, beverages and behind the table support.) 

May 21, 6 pm, “Jazz on the Lawn”: Audience members bring 
picnic dinners and enjoy incredible jazz from the Yorktown Jazz 
Ensemble. (Seeking donations of cool beverages/water bottles, wa-
termelon and brownies. Also seeking a coordinator for the event.) 

May 27, 7 pm, Spring Concert highlighting the music of the 
Concert and Symphonic Bands and end of year awards. (Seeking 
cookies, savories, beverages and behind the table support.) 

If you’d like to make a donation of goods or services at any of 
these events, you may contact Sandy Brody, skbrody@aol.com or 
Judith Stern, judithstern@aol.com.  

—Sandy Brody 

Jim Taylor, Steve Black and Bill Roos 

mailto:ecojenny@hotmail.com
http://www.yorktownband.org/Contacts.htm
mailto:skbrody@aol.com
mailto:judithstern@aol.com
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College Connections…  Amelia Mutter & Evelyn Heinemeier 

Amelia Mutter, Yorktown ‘07  
My decision to attend Wagner College was influenced strongly by 

its location. Wagner is located in Staten Island, one of the five bor-
oughs of New York City. The location is perfectly balanced because 
it has the comfort of a suburban campus, but the opportunities of 
the city. It takes me only forty minutes and zero dollars to get from 
my dorm room to Manhattan, yet I live on a campus with trees, 
greens, and ivy. From my tenth floor dorm room I have views of the 
city that are usually reserved for million dollar penthouses. 

My involvement in 
band helped my college 
application because it 
showed my dedication. I 
participated in many 
groups in high school, but 
I believe that band stood 
out because it was some-
thing that I was able to 
participate in through 
many activities. I played in 
the Symphonic and 
Marching Bands and also 
got involved in Sym-
phonic Orchestra and 
Music Theory class. This 
showed schools that I 
really had a passion for 
music, instead of using it 
as a way to pad my re-
sume. Band also helped 
my application because it 
showed my leadership ability. In Marching Band especially, the older 
students must lead by helping the younger and newer students out. 
My position as drum major during the 2006 season demonstrated 
that leadership. 

I decided not to pursue performance at the college level, but I 
still try to keep music in my life by attending concerts and musicals. 
Spring semester I am taking a class on the history of American mu-
sic. I am considering pursuing a minor in music, but have yet to pick 
a major. Music will always be something that I am interested in and 
that makes me interesting. 

—Amelia Mutter 

Evelyn Heinemeier, Yorktown ‘05 
Being a member of Yorktown’s band program helped my college 

admissions in many ways. Obviously, I learned an incredible amount 
of knowledge about music in general. It also taught me about work-
ing in groups, which is an interpersonal skill that colleges and study 
abroad programs really look for in prospective students. Yorktown 
band gave me many opportunities which helped shape me into a 
well-rounded person, such as traveling to other states and coun-
tries, playing with the Yorktown orchestra on occasion, competing 
as an individual and in a group, and countless others. I also gained 
leadership experience which aided my acceptance into Omicron 
Delta Kappa (a leadership honors society) and CNU’s President’s 
Leadership Program (PLP). 

I am now a junior at Christopher Newport University, a small 
liberal-arts university (about 5000 undergraduate students) in New-
port News, Virginia (which is about 50 minutes away from Virginia 
Beach). I am a Psychology major and an officer/member of several 
student organizations on campus, which keep me very busy! I am 
not a member of a musical group at CNU, but my younger brother, 
Kenny, is a violin performance major, so I attend many CNU musical 
performances. My family is very musical, so I spend my breaks play-
ing music with them. I also teach my boyfriend’s nieces piano and 
flute whenever I’m in Arlington, which has been a very fulfilling ex-
perience for me.  

I love that my brother goes to the same school as me; even 
though we have separate social lives at school, having a member of 
the family on campus always adds to your sense of security. We 
even took a class together last semester, which made studying eas-
ier and more fun. CNU is known for being a family campus; in fact, 
many of my friends have siblings who have attended or are attending 
school at CNU. CNU has other great features which definitely influ-
enced my decision to attend school here: we have a new concert 
hall designed by famous architect, I. M. Pei, most of the buildings are 
new (the oldest residence hall was built in the 90s), a brand new 
student union was just built, and we will have a gorgeous new library 
by the time we return for the Spring 2008 semester. The professors 
here are wonderful; I have had the opportunity to conduct under-
graduate research in the Memory and Cognition Lab with a profes-
sor, which allows me to travel several times a year to various pro-
fessional conferences and meet with some of the top researchers in 
my field. Overall, I believe participating in Yorktown band built my 
confidence and equipped me with the interpersonal and leadership 
skills necessary for a successful college experience. 

—Evelyn Heinemeier  

 
Note: College Connections is an ongoing series following the 

lives of Yorktown band graduates, whether they major in mu-
sic or other fields. Since the October 2005 Newsletter, we've 
interviewed 23 band graduates. To read their interviews as 
well as two articles by Mr. Williams entitled "Thoughts on 
College Selections, Music and Auditions" and "Music Beyond 
High School/Keeping Music in Your Life," click on the 
"Newsletter" site link on the YHS band Web site and use the 
college-related list of articles as an index to the Yorktown 
Band Newsletters. www.yorktownband.org/newsletter.html. 

Evelyn Heinemeier (2nd from left) with friends at Neptune Fest 

Amelia Mutter in Central Park 

http://www.yorktownband.org/newsletter.html
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Membership Form 

Student Name:__________________________________________________________________
  
Parent or Sponsor Name:_________________________________________________________ 
  
Street Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
  
Home Telephone:_______________________________________________________________ 
  
Parent or Sponsor email:__________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate your tax-deductible contribution: 

 c Underwriter ($125) c Patron ($100) 

 c Supporter ($75) c Member ($35) 
 

Benefactors who contribute to the band by May 1 will be listed in the Spring Concert Program. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please make checks payable to: YHS Band Boosters 

Forms and contributions may be mailed to YHS Band Boosters—Steve Black, Treasurer 

4349 40th St N, Arlington, VA  22207 

You may also send in this form to Mr. Williams with your student  

A membership form is also on the band Web site under Documents: 

www.yorktownband.org/Documents.htm 

Our band students greatly appreciate  
your generosity and commitment! 

 Please use this Band Boosters' Membership/Contribution 
form to help buy instruments and  

equipment needed to continue a high-level band program. 

If you’ve already joined the Band Boosters this year, 
Thank you! 

http://www.yorktownband.org/Documents.htm


Yorktown High School Band 
Arlington, Virginia 

Welcome 
Rising 9th Graders 

Have you checked out 
www.yorktownband.org/

auditions.html 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 28th St N 

Arlington, VA 22207-1727 
 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Ben Williams 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@cox.net 

MB=Marching Band SB=Symphonic Band CB=Concert Band All=Symphonic and Concert Bands 

February      
 9 Sa AIA Guard, Potomac Falls H.S. 
 16 Sa AIA Drumline & Guard, Broad Run H.S. 
 21 Th ALL: Pre-Festival Pyramid Concert, YHS Auditorium, 7 pm  
 23 Sa ALL: All-Virginia Band & Orchestra Auditions, JMU 

March 
 1 Sa District Middle School Band Festival @Kenmore MS (co-host) 
 1 Sa AIA Drumline & Guard, Fauquier H.S. 
 7-8 F-Sa ALL: District Band Festival, Madison H.S. (both bands leave date open) 
 10 M ALL: Spring Trip Expectations Meeting, cafeteria, 7 pm 
 15 Sa AIA: Drumline & Guard, Western Branch H.S., Chesapeake 
 17-21 M-F Spring Break 
 27-30 Th-Su ALL: Spring Trip to New York City 
 29 Sa AIA Guard, Edison H.S. 

April 
 3 Th Indoor Drumline “Show and Tell” performance, gym, 7 pm 
 3-5 Th-Sa “All-Virginia Band” Event, Harrisonburg H.S. 
 4-6 F-Su Indoor Drumline & Winter Color Guard at Finals, Woodbridge       
 12 Sa Solo & Ensemble Festival 
 24-26 Th-Sa Musical: Peter Pan 

May 
 21 W Jazz on the Lawn, 6 pm 
 27 Tu ALL: Annual Spring Band Concert, YHS Auditorium, 7 pm 
 29 Th Tri-M Benefit Recital, location and time TBA 

June 
 2 M ALL: Band Boosters’ Meeting, cafeteria, 7 pm 
 12 Th All: Graduation Band Rehearsal, YHS Auditorium, 6 – 7:30 pm 
 19 Th ALL: Graduation  

AUGUST — PLAN AHEAD!!! 
 10-15 Su-F MB: BAND CAMP at Mercersburg Academy, PA 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 
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