
is crucial to the consistency and 
success of the group. Please abide 
by the attendance policy available 
for viewing on our website. Check 
the season’s schedule now to elimi-
nate conflicts. 
 
If you need to speak with me, call 
the band office voice-mail @703-
228-5370 or e-mail yorktown-
bands@cox.net. Again, please 
check out the website, yorktown-
band.org, for the most up-to-date 
information. Thanks and best re-
gards to all of you. 

Wow, how fast the summer has 
come and gone!! I trust this 
Newsletter finds each of you well 
and enjoying what’s left of sum-
mer. We have just returned from 
our traditional week-long stay at 
Mercersburg Academy for band 
camp. We are very fortunate to 
have Mercersburg as a getaway 
location for focusing our efforts 
on the upcoming season. The 
Academy is always pleased to 
have us and this year gave high 
compliments to the group. I am 
impressed by the group’s energy 
and attitude this year and how 
much we accomplished in such a 
short amount of time. This year 
proves to be an exciting one as 
our tradition of excellence carries 
on. 
 
This is a great opportunity to 
welcome all of our new members 
and parents to the organization. I 
encourage you to get involved 
with the many opportunities pre-
sented by our Band Boosters. I 
look forward to working with our 
new Band Booster co-presidents, 
Jim and Nancy Ketcham-Colwill, 
and our other officers this year. 
The Boosters have already begun 
to work very hard for all of your 
children and I encourage you to 
lend your special talents to them. 
 
As you know, Yorktown does not 
currently have a football field and 
the expected date of completion 
is unknown. This, of course, puts 
a wrinkle in our practice routine 
and will require patience and 
perseverance of all of us. Our 
plan is to practice in the evenings 
at Williamsburg MS. During the 
class period, we are attempting to 
use Knights of Columbus as a 
practice site. Yorktown is fortu-

nate to have Marching Band as a 
daily class period which eliminates 
the need for an extensive after-
school practice schedule. Please 
check the website 
(Yorktownband.org) regularly for 
rehearsal updates and potential 
changes. 
 
All students were fitted for their 
uniforms at band camp. During the 
first week of school, everyone 
needs to pick up his/her uniform 
and have the pants hemmed. Each 
person’s pants have been marked 
appropriately and a discount cou-
pon to Tops Cleaners will be avail-
able. Students should wear their 
black band shirts for the first game 
on Thursday, August 31. The 
first performance in uniform will be 
on Friday, September 29 at 
our home game against Stuart. 
 
Our marching season’s schedule 
begins with post-camp rehearsals 
on Tuesday evenings at WMS 
from 6:00 to 7:30pm. Our first 
“home” game is Thursday, Au-
gust 31 and we will meet at YHS 
at 6:00 to travel to W-L. The first 
day of school, the band will per-
form for the school’s incoming 
freshman. Band students should 
arrive by 7:45 am. Starting on 
Wednesday, September 6, we 
begin our usual Wednesday eve-
ning rehearsal schedule. And on 
Saturday, September 9, our 
Mini-Camp will be held from 
9:00 – 12:00 with a final perform-
ance and ice-cream social to fol-
low. We will also play for the 
Arlington Police Race in Crys-
tal City that evening. 
 
While we may not have a football 
field, we still have a busy schedule 
ahead of us. Everyone’s attendance 
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TAKE NOTE:   

• First Marching Band 
Football Game Perform-
ance—Aug 31 before 
school starts!  

• Mini Band Camp is Satur-
day, Sept. 9 … Be There! 

• Parents meeting Mon-
day, September 11. 

• As always — 
Band practice, rehearsals, 
and events are required 
activities; if you plan to 
miss a band activity, you 
must submit an  
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) (from the 
band website under 
Documents) to have the 
absence approved and 
duly noted ☺… 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

From the Top 1 

Steppin’ Out 2 

Volunteering 2 

Money Matters 2 

Presidents’ Note 3 

Band Boosters 
  Contacts 

3 

  

  

  

2006 Marching  
  Band Theme 

4 

Fundraising  
  Update 

5 

Upcoming Events 
   Calendar 

Back 

  

  

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 

From the Top  Ben Williams, Director of Bands 

Band Members, Parents, Alumni, and Patrons: 
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Taylor Triggs and I were very 
fortunate this summer because 
we made it to not one, but two 
band camps. We spent a long 
weekend in late July at the Uni-
versity of Virginia’s drum major 
camp learning "everything" we 
need to know for our new job. 
To be honest, most of what it 
takes cannot be taught. We 
learned how to read scores and 
even conducted our first per-
formance at the end of our 
session. We used these skills at 
our Yorktown band camp in 
Mercersburg to turn the black 
and white scribbles of the score 
into music the best we could. 
The experience made us more 

confident conductors and took 
us beyond the basic four pat-
terns. 
 
We were very lucky at UVA’s 
camp because our favorite UVA 
band member and past York-
town drum major, Bonnie Carl-
son, spent a lot of time with us 
at drum majors’ camp. She 
shared her experiences with us 
so that we could better under-
stand how the material applied 
to our own band. In the end, 
though, a lot of what it takes to 
be drum majors we learned at 
Mercersburg. Thanks for the 
great week at camp!  The pro-
gress for all (including us) was 

unbelievable. I look forward to a 
great year.   —Amelia Mutter  

rades, and other community 
events. YBB also provides finan-
cial support to students who 
would like to participate in 
music but may not have the 
financial resources to do so.  
 
While we all know music and 
band are worthwhile invest-
ments, almost 75 percent of the 
total income last year was paid 
by fees from parents.  Take 
advantage of opportunities to 
reduce the cost through fund-
raising and eScrip.   The poin-
settia sale directly benefits each 
student who participates, and all 
eScrip earnings are credited to 
your son or daughter’s ac-

Yorktown Band Boosters, Inc. 
(YBB) provides opportunities 
for Yorktown H. S. students 
who participate in Symphonic, 
Concert, and Marching Bands; 
Jazz Ensemble; and indoor 
guard and drumline competi-
tions. YBB provides transporta-
tion for and accommodations at 
events; maintains uniforms, 
instruments, and equipment for 
students’ use; plus provides 
new concert attire, instruments, 
music and equipment as 
needed. YBB enriches the edu-
cational experience of all York-
town H. S. students and the 
community through the bands’ 
participation in concerts, pa-

count.   
 
Reminder: Fall fees and concert 
band fee bills will be sent out in 
September and October.  Your 
prompt payment allows us to 
continue participating in these 
wonderful activities and to keep 
those instruments and uniforms 
in good repair!     
      

Money Matters     Laura Triggs, Treasurer                    

Chaperones are needed for a 
number of Marching Band 
events, including:  
—Football games (September 
29, October 13 and 20, and 
November 3 and 9); most of 
these are on Fridays, but No-
vember 9 is a Thursday; 
—Band competitions 
(September 30, October 14 and 
28); all are on Saturdays. 
 
For all events that are away 

“In the end, 

though, a lot of 

what it takes to be 

drum majors we 

learned at 

Mercersburg…” 

--Amelia Mutter 
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Steppin’ Out Amelia Mutter & Taylor Triggs, Drum Majors 

Reduce your band 
payment  — Sign up 
for eScrip!! 
 
      www.escrip.com 

from Yorktown (which is 
almost every event this year, 
since even most home games 
are ‘away’) we need a volun-
teer to pick-up and drive the 
equipment truck. For each 
competition we need a parent 
volunteer to pick-up and drive 
the equipment truck.  If you 
are willing to chaperone the 
football games or competi-
tions or drive the truck please 
send an e-mail to Jenny 

Molloy, , eco-
jenny@hotmail.com.  After 
marching season is over 
there will still be plenty of 
volunteer opportunities for 
both Symphonic and Con-
cert Bands. It’s not too soon 
to start thinking about the 
Spring Music Trip, April 19-
22. We will need a number 
of parents to chaperone that 
event, so keep your calen-
dars clear! 

Volunteers Needed    Jenny Molloy, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Drum Major Amelia Mutter 



This story can fit 150-200 
words. 

One benefit of using your 
newsletter as a promotional 
tool is that you can reuse con-
tent from other marketing 
materials, such as press re-
leases, market studies, and 
reports. 

While your main goal of dis-
tributing a newsletter might be 
to sell your product or service, 
the key to a successful newslet-
ter is making it useful to your 
readers. 

A great way to add useful con-

tent to your newsletter is to 
develop and write your own 
articles, or include a calendar 
of upcoming events or a special 
offer that promotes a new 
product. 

You can also research articles 
or find “filler” articles by ac-
cessing the World Wide Web. 
You can write about a variety 
of topics but try to keep your 
articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 
your newsletter can also be 
used for your Web site. Micro-
soft Publisher offers a simple 
way to convert your newslet-

ter to a Web publication. So, 
when you’re finished writing 
your newsletter, convert it to a 
Web site and post it. 

Presidents: Erik Brady & Carol Stevens yobflo@aol.com 
Director: Ben Williams yorktownbands@cox.net 
Treasurer: Laura Triggs yorktownbandmoney@earthlink.net 
Newsletter: Tricia Frazier p_frazier@mindspring.com 
 Mary Roos  
 Carol Keyes  
Guard Liaison: Gina McGregor Star421132@aol.com 
E-script: Maxine Nagel jkolick@aol.com 
Uniforms: Frank Rusincovitch  
Hospitality: Betty Kamp jckamp@aol.com 
Poinsettias: Maureen McManus puziene@starpower.net 
Other Fundraising: OPEN   
Chaperones: Debbie D'Addario hihodkd@earthlink.net 
Membership: Chris Clarkson   
Website: Debbie Moore debbiemoore@comcast.net  

Looking Ahead -  POINSETTIAS 

Band Boosters Contacts 2005-2006 

Waiting for a good idea…. 

upon new procedures or im-
provements to the business. 
Sales figures or earnings will 
show how your business is 
growing. 

Some newsletters include a 
column that is updated every 
issue, for instance, an advice 
column, a book review, a letter 
from the president, or an edi-
torial. You can also profile new 
employees or top customers 
or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 
words. 

The subject matter that ap-
pears in newsletters is virtually 
endless. You can include sto-
ries that focus on current tech-
nologies or innovations in your 
field. 

You may also want to note 
business or economic trends, 
or make predictions for your 
customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed 
internally, you might comment 

“To catch the reader's attention, place 

an interesting sentence or quote from 

the story here.” 
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Band Boosters:  Supporting 
Yorktown’s “Earth, Wind 
and Fire” 
  
Director Ben Williams and the 
Yorktown Patriot Marching Band 
and Guard are fanning the flames 
at Friday night football games 
with this year’s fall show, “Earth, 
Wind and Fire.” Behind the 
scenes, providing support to the 
director and the band, are the 
Yorktown Band Boosters. 
 
As the new co-presidents of the 
Band Boosters organization, 
Nancy and I would like to wel-
come all parents with students in 
the band programs, especially 
parents of freshmen. We look 
forward to seeing you at the fall 
kickoff meeting for band parents 
on September 11, where Mr. 
Williams and Band Boosters 
officers will fill in parents about 
upcoming activities. 
 
We hope to get to know many 
of you, and to work together 
with you to help our kids build 
on Yorktown’s great musical 
tradition. We want to say “thank 
you” to the many parents who 
already have stepped forward to 
offer their assistance to Mr. 
Williams and the band. 
 
We are fortunate to have Mr. 
Williams, a bassoonist and 
graduate of the Peabody music 
conservatory in Baltimore, as 
director of Yorktown’s band 

program. He provides a broad 
set of musical opportunities for 
our kids, including: 
-multiple ensembles, including 
our Yorktown Marching Patri-
ots, Symphonic Band, Concert 
Band, and after-school jazz band 
-festivals and competitions around 
the state for the Marching Band 
and concert bands, as well as 
local concerts here in Arlington 
-the annual band trip to a band 
festival outside Virginia 
-individual musical  opportunities 
such as try-outs for All-District 
and All-State honor bands, and 
special showcases for soloists 
and small ensembles. 
-music theory class. 
 
As any high school band direc-
tor will tell you, parental sup-
port is essential to any success-
ful high school band program. 
Parents serve as chaperones for 
band trips, football games, and 
band camp; assist with marching 
uniforms and concert attire; 
drive the truck with band 
equipment to competitions; 
help to conduct several fund- 
raisers including the annual 
poinsettia sale; and assist in 
other ways. One use of Band 
Boosters’ revenue is to aid 
families who need financial as-
sistance with band fees to en-
able their child to participate in 
the band. 
 
If you’re interested in volun-
teering, please contact our new 

volunteer coordinator, Jenny 
Molloy, at eco-
jenny@hotmail.com . 
 
Mr. Williams has a full slate of 
band concerts, competitions, and 
other activities lined up for the 
fall.  A handy resource for parents 
is the YHS band web site: http:// 
yorktownband.org/. You can 
find the band calendar, news, 
forms, band boosters contacts, 
and other information there. This 
year’s list of the Band  
Boosters officers also is provided 
below on this page. 
 
We have been fortunate in recent 
years to see just how exciting it is 
when the kids’ hard work pays off, 
and they are excited by their own 
success. They enjoy an esprit de 
corps that helps take them to still 
higher levels, and that experience 
can serve them well in life outside 
music as well. 
 
Feel free to ask questions of any 
of us in the Band Boosters organi-
zation.  We look forward to see-
ing you at band activities! -- Jim 
and Nancy Ketcham-Colwill, York-
town Band Boosters co-presidents 
  

Presidents’ Note            Jim and Nancy Ketcham-Colwill, Presidents 

 

 

“Nancy and I would 

like to welcome  

all parents with 

students in the  

band programs, 

especially parents of 

freshmen.” 

--Jim Ketcham-Colwill 
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Presidents:     Nancy & Jim  
   Ketcham-Colwill                            jkcolwill@aol.com 
Director:        Ben Williams               yorktownbands@cox.net 
Treasurer:      Laura Triggs                yorktownbandmoney@verizon.net 
Fundraising:    Carol Keys                  carolk23@yahoo.com 
Newsletter:    Mary Roos                   roosfamily@aol.com 
Guard Liaison: Gina McGregor          Star421132@aol.com 
Poinsettias:     Maureen McManus       momcmanus@comcast.net 
                      Michelle Trahan          michelletrahan@verizon.net 
Uniforms:        Kathy Jaffke                jaffkes@verizon.net 
Volunteers:     Jenny Molloy               ecojenny@hotmail.com 
Publicity:         Laura Fox                   foxgilman@yahoo.com 
Website:         Debbie Moore            debbiemoore@comcast.net 
 
Several other positions are open, contact Jenny Molloy for more informa-
tion.    

Band Boosters’ Contacts 2006-2007 
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2006 Marching Band Theme – “Earth, Wind, & Fire” 
 
This year’s theme for our marching band show is based on the energetic and inspiring music of Earth, Wind, and Fire.  Inspired by drum-
mer Maurice White in Chicago in 1969, the band’s desire was to combine a variety of distinct musical styles of soul, jazz, funk, rock, blues 
and gospel music into an appealing, universal sound.  The group’s title is based on White’s astrological sign, Sagittarius, which has a pri-
mary quality of “Fire” and seasonal qualities of “Earth” and “Air” (changed to Wind).  The music serves as a “backdrop for positive lyrical 
themes of universalism, empowerment, and unity.”  Musical acclaim for this group is outstanding, including eight Grammy Awards, four 
American Music Awards, eight double platinum/Top 10 Pop albums, and a 2000 induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, among 
others.  Our show features several hits from their most inspiring years in the late 70s.  I wonder how many parents remember these 
classics and the lyrics: 
 
In the Stone—“In the stone, you’ll find the meaning 
Why you’re not standing tall… 
The light is shining, forever touching all- 
…never you’ll be alone forever,… 
True love is written in the stone” 
 
Let’s Groove—“Let's groove tonight 
share the spice of life… 
we're gonna groove tonight.” 
 
After the Love is Gone—“After the love has gone 
What used to be right is wrong 
Can love that’s lost be found.” 
 
 Getaway— “So come, take me by the hand, 
We’ll leave this troubled land 
I know we can getaway.” 
 
September—”Do you remember the 21st night of Septem-
ber?  Love was changing the minds of pretenders 
While chasing the clouds away.” 

 

 The band camp staff 

 See more pictures from band camp on the website at www.yorktownband.org. 
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Fundraising Update   Carol Keys, Fundraising  VP 

Having agreed to take on the position of fundraising for 
Band Boosters this year, I’d like to introduce myself and the 
renewed focus on fundraising that we’ll be pursuing 
throughout the year. Our goals are three-fold: 
 
First, to purchase equipment needed by the band that is not 
funded by other sources. Mr. Williams has given us a list of 
needs and we hope to make a serious dent in the list this 
year. Second, to provide scholarships to help defray the 
costs to students who might like to participate but can’t 
make the financial commitment and finally, to lower the 
cost to students currently participating in band. 
 
We’ll be exploring several new proposals to find the best fit 
for our organization.  One natural opportunity is football 
games – we have a captive audience and the band’s talents 
are showcased. We’d like to take advantage of that opening 
and have been looking at products we could sell at 
games. I’m exploring several other ideas and would wel-
come your suggestions, advice, and help along the way.   
 
We also want to make sure that everyone is making the 
most of the opportunities currently available to reduce 
your own son or daughter’s band bills.  When you sign up 
your Safeway card with eScrip and designate Yorktown 
Band Boosters, Inc. (eScrip ID # 149538595) as the organi-
zation you want to support, Band Boosters credits your 
child’s bill with the proceeds from your grocery card link. 
You directly reduce your own payment for band expenses; 
your proceeds do not go into a general pot for the band. 
Just go to www.escrip.com to sign up and use Yorktown 
Band Boosters, Inc. as the name of your group. There is no 
cost to you.   
 
The same is true of poinsettia sales that begin in October. 
Eighty-five percent of the profit from the poinsettia sales 
goes directly to the individual student seller and 15% goes 
to the band. So, the more poinsettias you sell, the lower 
your personal bill for the spring trip.   
 
I urge everyone to take advantage of these opportunities 
and to participate as much as possible in the fundraising 
events planned for the year. We’ll be doing something for 
good for our kids and for the school and I hope, we’ll be 
having fun, too!    --Carol Keys 
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Stamp goes here 

Yorktown High School Band 
Arlington, Virginia 

Can’t remember the practice schedule? 
When do you have to be there? 
Hey, did the schedule change or 

what? 
 
 

Check the YHS Band  
Calendar! 

 

http://yorktownband.org/
Calendar.htm 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Ben Williams 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@cox.net 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates and more 
pictures from band camp! 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 N. 28th Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 

 

Name incorrect or needs updating? 
Please email yorktownbands@cox.net 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 

MB=Marching Band SB=Symphonic Band CB=Concert Band All= Symphonic and Concert Bands 

 
August 
    31    Thu      MB – Home Game vs. Wilson 
 
September 
      5    Tu        MB - Welcome Performance for School; Marching Band arrives at 7:45am  
      9     Sat       MB – Mini-Camp, WMS; 9 am to noon  and Ice Cream Social  
                        MB – Arlington Police Race, Crystal City, 5 p.m. 
     11   Mon    All  - Parents’ Band Booster Meeting, 7 pm, auditorium 
     16    Sat       Senior Regional Orchestra Auditions 
     29   Fri        MB – Home Game vs. Stuart 
     30   Sat        MB – Competition Hermitage HS, Richmond 
 
October  
     13  Fri          MB – Home Game vs. Mt. Vernon 
     14  Sat         MB – Competition, Oakton (afternoon)   
     16  Mon       Jazz Auditions 3:15 pm Room 15 
     20  Fri          MB – Home Game vs. Edison (Homecoming) 
     28 Sat          MB – VBODA State Marching Band Festival Haymarket 
     31 Tu          MB – Jamestown ES Halloween Parade, 1:00pm 
 
November 
       3    Fri       MB – Away Game vs. Wakefield 
       6    Mon   All – Parents’ Band Booster Meeting, 7 pm, auditorium 
       9    Thu     MB – Home Game vs. W-L; Marching Band Senior Night 
     14    Tu      All – Poinsettia Fundraiser Orders Due 


