
 

to pick up their uniform and 
have the pants hemmed. Dis-
count coupons for Tops 
Cleaners have been at-
tached to the pants where 
the hemming should be done.  
Students should wear their 
black band shirts for the first 
game on Thursday, Sep-
tember 1st. The first per-
formance in uniform will be 
on Friday, September 9th 
at our home game against 
West Potomac. 

As always, feel free to con-
tact me via email at york-
townbands@cox.net or by 
calling the band office at 703-
228-5370.  

Thanks and best regards to 
all of you.  

Parents, Alumni, and Patrons: 

I trust this newsletter finds each 
of you well and enjoying the end 
of summer. It is hard to believe 
my first year at Yorktown has 
come and gone. Yorktown is a 
fabulous community and I am 
excited to be working with your 
children. I am proud of the 
bands’ many accomplishments 
and look forward to what the 
coming year offers. 

This will be the first publication 
of our newsletter in a few years. 
While our website 
(yorktownband.org) is our 
prime source for communica-
tion, the newsletter is an ex-
tended source of information to 
keep our community together. 
Many thanks to the parents in-
volved with putting this to-
gether. 

I would like to take a moment 

to welcome all of our new 
members and parents to our 
organization. I encourage you 
to get involved with the oppor-
tunities presented by our band 
boosters. Each of you has tal-
ents that can prove a valuable 
resource that can be put to use 
as we provide the environment 
for your students to excel. Our 
boosters work very hard and I 
look forward to working with 
our booster co-presidents Erik 
Brady and Carol Stevens again 
this year. 

The marching band recently 
returned from band camp in 
Mercersburg, Pennsylvania. 
Thanks to the band’s positive 
attitude and energy, we accom-
plished a lot in such a short 
period of time. All students 
were fitted for their uniforms 
at band camp. Everyone needs 

From the Top  Ben Williams, Director of Bands 

Presidents’ Notes Erik Brady & Carol Stevens, Presidents 
Dear Boosters, 
Thank you. 
We don’t say it often enough, so 
allow us to say it once more. 
Thank you for all you do. 
The band boosters organization is 
a group that depends on volun-
teers to do many dozens of things 
too numerous to name. We are 
very lucky that so many of you 
volunteer your time cheerfully and 
willingly. And that’s why we offer 
thanks in advance. 

Many of you signed up for 
volunteer activities at our 
meeting at the end of the 
school year. Old hands and 
newcomers alike will have a 
chance to sign up again at 
our first meeting of the new 
school year on Sept. 12 at 7 
p.m. Please come with your 
calendars so you’ll know 
what dates you are available 
for chaperoning and other 
duties. 

The band had a highly suc-
cessful season last year. That, 
of course, is mostly thanks to 
our kids and to our band 
director. But all of you play a 
part, too. So — thank you. 
Our kids aren’t the only ones 
who make beautiful music 
together. 
Cheers! 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 
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TAKE NOTE:   

• First marching band foot-
ball game halftime per-
formance is September 1 
before school starts! 

• Mini Camp is Saturday, 
September 10…  
Be there! 

• Parents meeting  
Monday, September 12 

• Band practice, rehearsals, 
and events are required 
activities; if you plan to 
miss a band activity, you 
must submit an  
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) to have 
the absence approved 
and duly noted ☺… 



Steppin’ Out Greg D’Addario & Colin Mannes, Drum Majors 

2005 Marching Band Theme — “Chase” 
him to the Berklee College 
of Music (c. 1953) and he 
began performing and arrang-
ing for groups in the Boston 
area.  

During the 1960’s and early 
1970’s, Chase made history 
with his high-note lead solos 
within the jazz-rock genre.  

His band, Chase, went on to 
record a variety of his origi-
nal music and arrangements, 
producing "Get It On," a 

number one pop hit in the 
summer of 1971. The album 
was nominated for a 
Grammy award and Bill was 
voted as the number two 
pop musician of the year, 
runner up to Frank Zappa.  

Many of the songs will sound 
familiar to all—they are! Our 
marching show features 
some of his greatest hits: 
Open Up Wide, Handbags 
and Gladrags and, of 
course, Get It On. 

This year’s theme show is 
based on the music of legen-
dary trumpet player Bill 
Chase.  

He had never touched the 
trumpet until the middle of 
his high school years in the 
1950s. After a bad experi-
ence as a drummer, his inspi-
ration came after finding his 
father’s old trumpet and lis-
tening to jazz and master 
trumpeters (i.e. Maynard 
Ferguson). His dedication led 
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Marching Band Etiquette  
Handbook are strictly en-
forced. 

• Always be early, because: 
− If you're early, you're on 

time. 
− If you're on time, you're 

late. 
− If you're late, you're dead 

meat! 
• Take proper care of your 

uniform. Fold the pants at 
the seams and place on the 
hanger with the jacket. Use 
the protective cover. This 
also includes polishing your 
shoes and washing your 
shirts. 

• Inspections will occur prior 
to all uniformed band per-
formances. Band members 
will be checked for proper 

attire and clean/working 
instruments. 

• Respect everyone and their 
personal property. 

• Disrespect and unaccept-
able behavior will not be 
tolerated. 

• Parents need to under-
stand they are positive 
role models. 

• Applause, cheering, and 
standing ovations are ex-
pected and appreciated 
forms of recognition for all 
bands. 

• You do not need a cell 
phone while with the 
band… 

And, last but not least,  
• Roll your feet… 

or...What You’ve Always 
Wanted to Know (but 
were afraid to ask!) 
Our organization reaches 
many students and adults 
throughout the Arlington 
community. It is our responsi-
bility to act accordingly and to 
require the same professional 
standards from our students 
and adults whom we work 
with. It is understood that the 
majority of our membership 
carefully follow these stan-
dards already. This outline is 
designed primarily as a guide 
for new members and to en-
courage consistency among 
the entire group. 
• The rules set forth by the 

YHS Band By-Laws and 

Yay newsletter! (Can you 
tell who’s writing this? 
HINT: Colin writes the next 
one!) 
We got the season off to a 
great start with the rookie 
camps, pre-band camp re-
hearsals, and then Band 
Camp. The weather was 
great, fundamentals were 
fun, the food was great, the 
skits were fun, and the 

campfire, or the hunt for 
one, was amusing? 

It was great to see all the 
hard work and energy eve-
ryone put in everyday and it 
clearly shows in the show 
and music. However, the 
hard work and energy must 
continue because the show 
and music have a lot of po-
tential to grow. I know the 
competitions and football 

games are going to be awe-
some this year. It’ll be great 
when the football team wins 
States while we cheer them 
on as a Superior band! 

Be sure to check the calen-
dar on the website, 
www.yorktownband.org, so 
you know where to be and 
when!!!!  

I LOVE being early!!!!! 

Mr. Williams, learning rhythm... 

Applause, cheering, and 

standing ovations are 

expected and 

appreciated forms of 

recognition for all bands 

(WooHoos are 

okay too) 
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picture or graphic. 

The Yorktown Band Boosters 
will once again be sponsoring 
the annual holiday poinsettia 
sale – the largest fundraiser for 
the Yorktown band and color 
guard. This event is a great 
opportunity for band and guard 
members to defray some of 
their costs of participation in 
the band program.  

The beautiful poinsettias are 
from Behnke’s Nursery and 
come in 4 colors and 5 sizes. 
Each student receives credit for 

85 percent of the profit from 
his or her poinsettia sales. The 
remaining 15 percent goes to 
support the overall band pro-
gram. Last year students sold 
more than 1,000 plants for 
total sales of almost $15,000 
and a profit of $7,000.  

All band and color guard stu-
dents will be given their order 
packets at the end of October 
and will have until November 
16th to turn in their pre-paid 
orders. The plants will be de-

livered to the school on Friday, 
December 2nd and must be 
picked up that afternoon.  

Student and parent volunteers 
are needed on the afternoon of 
Friday, December 2nd to help 
unload the truck and sort the 
plants. There will be a sign-up 
sheet to volunteer at the Band 
Parents meeting on Sept. 12 or 
you may call either Maureen 
McManus (703-533-8795) or 
Michelle Trahan at (703-522-
2452).  

Presidents: Erik Brady & Carol Stevens yobflo@aol.com 
Director: Ben Williams yorktownbands@cox.net 
Treasurer: Laura Triggs yorktownbandmoney@earthlink.net 
Newsletter: Tricia Frazier p_frazier@mindspring.com 
 Mary Roos roosfamily@aol.com 
 Carol Keys Carolk23@yahoo.com 
Guard Liaison: Gina McGregor Star421132@aol.com 
E-script: Maxine Nagel jkolick@aol.com 
Uniforms: Kathy Jaffke jaffkes@verizon.net  
Hospitality: Betty Kamp jckamp@aol.com 
Poinsettias: Maureen McManus puziene@starpower.net 
Other Fundraising: OPEN   
Chaperones: Debbie D'Addario hihodkd@earthlink.net 
Membership: OPEN 
Website: Debbie Moore debbiemoore@comcast.net  

Band Boosters Contacts 2005-2006 

Where We’ve Been — SUMMER CAMP! 

Snacks made for Happy 
Campers! 

The brass works the notes — Hand-
bags and Gladrags sounds great! 

Imagine an exclusive, bucolic, 
prep school beautifully land-
scaped with flowering trees and 
gardens. Outside the front gate is 
a historic town that saw Civil 
War actions. The other side of 
campus looks out on miles of 
farmland dotted with silos. This 
peaceful scene is home to Mer-
cersburg Academy, but for our 
marching band it wasn’t relaxing. 
This isolated setting allowed eight 
hours a day drilling and rehears-
ing in full band as well as section-
als. Parent chaperones carefully 
fitted each student into a uniform 
complete with hat, gloves, and 
shoes. The food was plentiful, the 
dorm rooms were modern, but 
most important, our band was 
dedicated to creating a fabulous 
show.  

The drum line worked hard and 
practiced just about everywhere. 

Where We’re Going — POINSETTIAS! 



Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 N. 28th Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 

 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Ben Williams 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@cox.net 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 

September 
 1 Thu YHS Football (Wilson) Band T-shirts 
 9 Fri YHS Football (West Potomac) In Uniform 
 10 Sat Mini Band Camp 
   Ice Cream Social 
   Performance: Arlington County Police Race 
 12 Mon Parents Meeting 7pm 
 16 Fri YHS Football (McLean) 
 17 Sat Senior Regional Orchestra Auditions 
 24 Sat Competition: Hermitage Classic (Richmond) 

October 
 1 Sat Competition: Oakton Classic 
 7 Fri YHS Football (Loudoun Valley) 
 15 Sat Competition: TBA 
 22 Sat Competition: VBODA State MB Festival 

(Charlottesville) 
 28 Fri YHS Football (Falls Church) 
 31 Mon Jamestown Halloween Parade 

November 
 4 Fri YHS Football (Wakefield) 
 10 Thu YHS Football (W-L away game) 
 16 Wed Poinsettia Orders Due 

December 
 15 Thu Winter Band Concert 7 pm 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 

Yorktown High School Band 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 
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Can’t remember the practice schedule? 
When do you have to be there? 
Hey, did the schedule change or 

what? 
 
 

Check the YHS Band  
Calendar! 

 

http://yorktownband.org/
Calendar.htm 

Name incorrect or needs updating? 
Please email yorktownbands@cox.net 


