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Can you believe the new school 
year is upon us? Hopefully you are 
all enjoying the summer while it 
lasts! Marching Band students just 
returned from band camp at Mer-
cersburg Academy. It is amazing 
what students 
can accomplish 
in such a short 
amount of 
time. We are 
all thankful to 
Mercersburg 
for their lovely 
accommoda-
tions and to 
the chaperones 
and staff who 
helped make it 
possible. 

This Band 
Newsletter is a 
chance to wel-
come all of our 
new members 
and parents to 
the program. I 
encourage you 
to lend your special talents to the 
Band Booster program. I am excited 
to be working with our co-
presidents, Jim and Nancy Ketcham-
Colwill, and our Booster officers 
this year. 

Good communication is an im-
portant aspect of any successful 
organization. Our band Web site 
and Yorktown Band Newsletter 
provide valuable information to all 
our members and community. It is 
vital that students and parents both 
be aware of the program’s events, 
rehearsal schedules, and other im-
portant information – as the car 
commercial says, “the cure for not 
knowing is…knowing.” Being in-
volved in the program means giving 
your full commitment – this in-

cludes attendance. Avoid con-
flicts by planning ahead. Dedica-
tion gets us to the road of suc-
cess! 

I am pleased to announce 
the “Marching Patriots” will be 

receiving new 
uniforms this 
year! They 
are expected 
to arrive in 
mid-
Septem-
ber. We will 
use our current 
uniforms until 
they arrive – all 
students were 
fitted for their 
uniforms at band 
camp. Not to 
mention, we also 
have a nice new 
field to march on 
at YHS. This 
year’s marching 
season promises 
to be a fantastic 

one. Please be sure to 
review the season cal-
endar for what’s com-
ing up, including our 
first home game on 
Thursday, August 
30th, our first tradi-
tional Wednesday eve-
ning rehearsal on 
Wednesday, Sep-
tember 5, and our 
Mini-Band Camp at 
YHS on Saturday, 
September 8 from 9 
am – 12 pm with a 
final performance and 
ice-cream social to 
follow. We will also 
play for the Arlington 
Police Race in Crystal 
City that same evening. 

I am very accessible by office 
phone at 703-228-5370 or by e-mail 
yorktownbands@cox.net. Again, 
please keep “up-to-date” by check-
ing our Yorktown Band Web site 
regularly, www.yorktownband.org.   
Thanks and I look forward to seeing 
you all very soon. 

—Regards, BJW 
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TAKE NOTE:   

• First Marching Band 
Football Game Perform-
ance, YHS field...Aug 30 
before school starts!  

• Car Wash, Preston’s 
Pharmacy...Sat., Sept 1. 

• Mini Band Camp, YHS... 
Sat., Sept 8...Be There! 

• Parents’ Meeting, YHS 
cafeteria...Mon., Sept 10. 

• Car Wash, Shell Service 
Station...Sat., Sept 22. 

• As always — 
Band practice, rehearsals, 
and events are required 
activities; if you plan to 
miss one, you must  
submit in advance an 
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) (from the 
band Web site under 
Documents) ☺ 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 

Have you checked today? 

From the Top  Ben Williams, Director of Bands 

Band Members, Parents, Alumni, and Patrons: 

mailto:yorktownbands@cox.net
http://www.yorktownband.org
http://www.yorktownband.org/
http://www.yorktownband.org/forms/AVRform.pdf
http://www.yorktownband.org/forms/AVRform.pdf
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As Nora and I stepped out of 
the car when we arrived at Fer-
rum College for drum majors’ 
camp, we didn’t know what we 
were getting ourselves into. JD 
had said they would “whip us 
into shape,” but we didn’t know 
exactly what he meant. We 
quickly found out.  

The drum majors’ camp was 5 
intense days that were filled with 
long drill sessions in the morning 
and evening. During drill, we 
learned how to march to a new 
set of commands, how to call 

those com-
mands, and 
we worked 
on marching 
execution 
with individ-
ual squads. 

During 
indoor time, 
we listened 
to lectures 
about re-
spect, lead-
ership, the 
role of the 
drum major, 
the chain of command within a 
typical band program, getting to 
know the people in the band, as 
well as a lecture about the game 
of football and when to conduct 
during it.  

The camp showed us that as 
drum majors, we could be suc-
cessful with our own bands by 
using the practices they demon-
strated while at camp. The camp 
boosted our confidence not only 
in things like calling commands 
and marching, but also as leaders. 

We both came into this drum 
major position not knowing at all 
how to run practices or deal 
with problems that may arise. 
But now both of us look forward 
to a great season as we strive 
toward our goal of excellence.  

—Leah Stricker 

Steppin’ Out    Leah Stricker & Nora Swisher, Drum Majors 

 All Yorktown Band and 
Color Guard students pay money 
for band expenses such as the 
spring trip and performance at-
tire. But here are two easy steps 
to reduce those costs: 

Step one, link your Safeway 
club card to Yorktown Band 
Boosters eScrip 
(www.escrip.com). ALL of your 
Safeway eScrip rewards are cred-
ited against your child's York-
town Band account. One hun-
dred percent of your proceeds 
go to you, not into a general pot 
for the band. Families who regu-
larly shop Safeway can earn up to 
$9.50 a month, which reduces 
your band fees by over $100 a 
year.  

If you linked your Safeway 
card last year to Band Boosters, 
you must renew your link by 

November 1st to get credit for 
this year. Renewing is very easy – 
just one click on the eScrip home 
page. 

If you have never linked up 
your Safeway club card with 
Yorktown Band Boosters, do it 
today. Instructions are on the 
band Web site under the Boost-
ers’ tab, yorktownband.org/
Boosters.htm  

Step two, start planning for 
the band’s big poinsettia sale that 
begins in late October and ends 
on November 14 (about a 3-
week period). Students will re-
ceive a selling kit with order 
forms and pricing information in 
late October. 

These popular poinsettias are 
grown by Behnke Nurseries. 
Eighty-five percent of the profit 

from your poinsettia sales is 
credited to your individual stu-
dent’s band account and 15% 
goes to Band Boosters. So, the 
more gorgeous poinsettias you 
sell to friends, neighbors, and 
businesses, the lower your stu-
dent’s personal bill for the spring 
trip or other band expenses. 
Some students completely pay 
for their spring trip through 
poinsettia sales! 

The band’s famous “practically 
perfect poinsettias” will be deliv-
ered to Yorktown’s cafeteria on 
Friday, December 7, in time for 
holiday decorating. 

  

 

Reduce Your Band Fees Easily! 

http://www.escrip.com
http://www.yorktownband.org/Boosters.htm
http://www.yorktownband.org/Boosters.htm


Volume 9, Issue 1 Page 3 

Band Boosters’ Contacts 2007-2008 
Committee Chairs 
Presidents: Jim & Nancy Ketcham-Colwill  
Treasurer: Steve Black  
Fund Raising VP: Carol Keys 
Poinsettias: Michelle Trahan, Jackie Scott,  

Kate McCollom 
eScrip: Lisa Campbell & Mike Grieco 
Car Wash: Jamie Brigagliano 
Uniforms: Donice Gilliland, Becky Ellison,  

Joan McKown 
Newsletter: Mary Roos, Bill Johnson 
Concert Programs: Mary Roos, David Coia 

Volunteers: Jenny Molloy 
Public Relations: Pam Donahoe, Ann Ferrante 
Hospitality: Sandy Brody, Judith Yoder 
Supplies, Purchasing: Mary Kelley 
Photography: Tom Hunt, Larry Swisher 
PTA Liaisons: Patty Petroccione, Maureen Caughran 
Equipment Transportation:  Steve Black 
E-mail Communication:  Nora Swisher, Mary Roos 
Web Site Assistance:    Mike Grieco 

Band Boosters’ contacts’ e-mail addresses are on the Yorktown 
Band Web site under “Contacts,” www.yorktownband.org/Contacts.htm 

We’d like to invite all York-
town band parents, new and old, 
to share in your student’s band 
experience this fall, especially if 
you haven’t had the pleasure up 
to now. 

To learn about what’s coming 
up, the place to be is the first fall 
Band Boosters’ meeting at 7 pm 
September 10 in the school cafe-
teria. There, Director Ben Wil-
liams and Band Boosters’ volun-
teers will discuss upcoming Sym-
phonic and Concert band events 
and answer parents’ questions. 
There also will be opportunities 
to support and share in your 
student’s experience by helping 
out on band competition days, at 
Friday night football games, on 
fundraising projects and other 
activities. See the band calendar 
in this issue and on the band 
Web site, yorktownband.org. 
The highly informative Web site 
also features news, forms, Band 
Boosters’ contacts, a band video 
and other information. And look 
for band information emails. If 
you are not receiving them now, 
please email Mr. Williams at 
yorktownbands@cox.net with 
your email address. 

The Yorktown Marching Patri-
ots had a tremendous band camp 
in Mercersburg, Pennsylvania, in 
August. For those of you who did 
not have the opportunity to 
chaperone in Mercersburg, I am 
confident that you would be 
proud and inspired by the dedica-
tion and hard work that your 
sons and daughters showed, and 
by the camaraderie they devel-
oped. They practiced marching 
fundamentals and learned their 
show in one short week, initiated 
a large class of “rookies” into the 
Marching Band, and staged one of 
the best skit nights ever. Staff and 
seniors say the talented freshmen 
class is keeping the band strong 
this year as it tackles a difficult, 
artistic and exciting show, La 
Fiesta Mexicana. 

On behalf of all band families, 
we want to extend a heartfelt 
thanks to all the parents who 
helped with band camp prepara-
tion, including volunteer coordi-
nator Jenny Molloy, and all the 
parents who traveled to Mer-
cersburg to assist. Approximately 
20 parents of Symphonic and 
Concert band students served as 
chaperones and enjoyed the 
surprisingly pleasant and beautiful 

campus of the Mercersburg 
Academy, which lies at the edge 
of the Appalachians. A few oth-

ers came up to hear the end-of-
camp performance. If you didn’t 
make it up this year, put this on 
your list for next summer! 

New band parents may not 
know that Mr. Williams is a bas-
soonist and graduate of the Pea-
body music conservatory in Balti-
more beginning his fourth year at 
Yorktown. He provides a broad 
set of musical opportunities for 
our kids, including: 

• multiple ensembles, including 
Symphonic Band, Concert 
Band, and after-school Jazz 
Band 

• festivals and other competitions 
around the state for the 

marching and concert 
bands, as well as local 
concerts here in Arling-
ton 

• the annual spring band 
trip which often is out 
of state 

• individual musical oppor-
tunities such as try-outs 

for All-District and All-State 
honor bands, college-
sponsored honor bands, and 

special showcase for soloists 
and small ensembles 

• music theory class. 

Parental support is essential to 
any successful high school band 
program. Parents serve as chap-
erones for band trips, football 
games, and band camp; assist 
with marching uniforms and con-
cert attire; drive the truck with 
band equipment to competitions; 
help to conduct several fundrais-
ers including the annual poinset-
tia sale and hospitality table at 
events; and assist in other ways. 
One use of Band Boosters’ reve-
nue is to aid families who need 
financial assistance with band fees 
to enable their child to partici-
pate in the band. 

Feel free to ask questions of 
any of us in the Band Boosters 
organization. We look forward 
to seeing you this fall!  

—Jim & Nancy  
Ketcham-Colwill 

Presidents’ Note  Jim and Nancy Ketcham-Colwill, Presidents 

http://www.yorktownband.org/Contacts.htm
mailto:yorktownbands@cox.net
http://www.yorktownband.org/
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 This year’s marching show is entitled “La Fiesta Mexicana.” Transcribed 
from its original concert band score with the same title, the music was written 
in 1949 by composer H. Owen Reed who was chairman of the music composi-
tion department at Michigan State University from 1939 to 1976. Subtitled A 
Mexican Folk Song Symphony for Concert Band, this thrilling music is based on 
folk songs that Reed gathered from a journey to Mexico. The themes can be 
found in the traditions of Guadalajara, Jalisco and Aztec; even Gregorian motifs 
are borrowed. The work is divided into three movements: 

I.  Prelude and Aztec Dance – Bells at midnight signal the beginning of the 
Fiesta, with the migration of Mexicans and Indians and by setting off fire-
works. The morning dawns, and a small band plays in the distance. The focus 
of the attention is then concentrated on the Aztec dancers who dance in rage 
to a dramatic climax. 

II.  Mass – The calls of the bells and chants 
are now a reminder that the Fiesta is a mystical 
celebration.   

III.  Carnival – There is nothing like a party in Mexico. There is entertainment 
for everyone: a circus, a market, a bullfight, a town band, and always the flavor of 
mariachi. 

 See more pictures from band camp on the Web site at www.yorktownband.org. 

2007 Marching Band Theme – “La Fiesta Mexicana” 

http://www.yorktownband.org
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College Connections 

College Connections is an ongoing series following the musical 
lives of Yorktown band graduates, whether they major in music or 
other fields. 

Will Pattie, Yorktown ‘01,  
YHS Drum Major 2000-2001 

I am the high school instrumental instructor for the American 
International School of Egypt in Cairo, 
Egypt. This past year was my first year at 
the school and my first year profession-
ally teaching. I have the same role as 
many band directors, teaching two band 
classes, but I also teach three classes of 
guitar. The major difference in this school 
compared to an American school is that 
my students are 90% Egyptian. The re-
maining 10% constitute a broad interna-
tional spectrum from Korea to Vene-
zuela. This coming year I will be returning 
for the 2007-8 school year. 

I am also involved in the Cairo Choral 
Society, a large community chorus that 
performs twice a year in Cairo with the 
Cairo Symphony Orchestra. It was 
through this group this past year that I 
also became the conductor for the Ma’adi Community Orches-
tra. This 25-member orchestra was founded by a small group 
of international ex-patriots who were all living in Cairo. It is 
entirely made up of strings and percussion. This past spring we 
put on a concert in Cairo that featured Bach’s Brandenburg 
Concerto no. 3 and the Overture to the Barber of Seville by Ros-
sini. 

Before I went to Egypt, I was finishing my undergraduate 
studies at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, VA. 
I graduated in 2006, Summa Cum Laude, with a Bachelor de-
gree in Music Education. Education or performance, music 

majors are by far the busiest, most stressed people on campus. On 
top of all the music classes and “gen-ed” requirements, music stu-
dents have an entirely separate and time/energy-consuming task of 
“wood-shedding” in the practice rooms. This extra, but integral ef-
fort is really what separates the great from the exceptional. I studied 
classical trombone and had a secondary focus in piano. I had weekly 
private lessons on both and in my final year completed a 30-minute 
solo recital on trombone as part of my degree requirements. 

    The other highlights of my 
music degree were the per-
forming ensembles I played in. 
They introduced me to a vast 
range of different repertoire, 
in various styles and arrange-
ments. They also gave me the 
opportunity to sit down and 
really dig into musical pieces 
with like-minded peers. The 
groups I performed with in 
school were the Wind En-
semble, Symphony Orchestra, 
Trombone Quartet and 
Choir, Brass Quintet and 
Quartet, and the Jazz Orches-
tra. 

Being in the Yorktown band was the highlight of my high 
school career. Even though I didn’t feel comfortable about 
the idea of selling myself when it came to applying to col-
leges, the Yorktown band was by far the biggest thing that 
stuck out about me. I was lucky in that I was certain from 
the beginning of high school that I would be going to school 
for music and was fortunate to be surrounded by others 
who were just as enthusiastic. In my junior year, a group of 
students and I gained permission from the County to set up 
a music theory class. When I entered VCU’s program, I was 
able to pass out of the entire 1st year of college level music 
theory. 

—Will Pattie 

Note: A listing of past College Connections interviews plus articles about selecting a college and tips on auditioning are on the Yorktown Band Web 
site under the “Newsletter” link., www.yorktownband.org/newsletter.html 

http://www.yorktownband.org/newsletter.html


YORKTOWN HIGH SCHOOL 
 BAND AND COLOR GUARD 

 

POINSETTIA FUNDRAISER  
2007 

 
Earn credit toward YOUR band fees 

and  
Support the band 

by 
ordering gorgeous, long lasting poinsettias 

From Behnke Nurseries 

  
85% of the proceeds from your poinsettia sales are 

applied directly to your band account! 

Available in red, white, pink, and marble, in 5 sizes! 

Band and Guard members will receive  
order information the end of October. 

 

Questions? E-mail Michelle Trahan, michelletrahan@verizon.net 

mailto:michelletrahan@verizon.net


————————————————————————————————————
Membership Form 

Student Name:__________________________________________________________________
  
Parent or Sponsor Name:_________________________________________________________ 
  
Street Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
  
Home Telephone:_______________________________________________________________ 
  
Parent or Sponsor email:__________________________________________________________ 
Please indicate your tax-deductible contribution: 
 c Underwriter ($125) 
 c Patron ($100) 
 c Supporter ($75) 
 c Member ($35) 

Contributors are acknowledged in Winter and Spring Concert Programs. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Please make checks payable to: YHS Band Boosters 

Forms and contributions may be mailed to YHS Band Boosters—Steve Black, Treasurer 
4349  N. 40th St, Arlington, VA  22207 

You may also send in this form to Mr. Williams with your student  
 

  Yorktown Band Boosters  — Join Us! 

 

Our Combined Symphonic/Concert Bands filled DAR Hall with beautiful music at YHS’s ‘07 graduation. 
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Yorktown High School Band 
Arlington, Virginia 

Can’t remember the practice schedule? 
When do you have to be there? 
Hey, did the schedule change  

or what? 
Check the YHS Band  

Calendar! 

yorktownband.org/
Calendar.htm 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates and more 
pictures from band camp! 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 28th St N 

Arlington, VA 22207-1727 
 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Ben Williams 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@cox.net 

Name incorrect or needs updating? 
Please e-mail yorktownbands@cox.net 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 

MB=Marching Band SB=Symphonic Band CB=Concert Band All=Symphonic and Concert Bands 

August 
 30 Th MB: Home Game vs. Wilson, 6 pm call 

September 
 1  Sa ALL:  Band & Guard Car Wash, Preston’s, 10 am–2 pm 
 8 Sa  MB:  Mini Band Camp, 8:30 am to 1 pm,  

performance and ice cream social at noon, at YHS football field 
   MB:  Arlington 5K Police Race, 5 to 7 pm, Crystal City 

 10 M  ALL: Band Boosters’ Meeting, cafeteria, 7 pm 
 14 F MB: Home Game vs. West Potomac, 6 pm call 
 15 Sa MB:  YHS Field Grand Opening Ceremony Performance, Time TBA 
   MB:  Competition at CD Hylton HS, Woodbridge, early afternoon performance  

 22  Sa  ALL:  Band & Guard Car Wash, Shell, 10 am–2 pm 
 24 M All: Senior Regional Orchestra Auditions, Jeb Stuart HS, 4 pm   
 28 F MB: Home Game vs. Falls Church, 6 pm call (8th grade night) 
 29 Sa MB: USSBA (US Scholastic Band Assoc) Competition at Herndon HS, late afternoon  

October 
 13 Sa MB: USSBA Competition at Indian River HS, Chesapeake, all day travel 
 15 M All: Jazz Band Auditions/first rehearsal, 3:15 pm 
 19 F MB: Homecoming Parade after school & Home Game vs. Wakefield, 6 pm call              
 27 Sa MB: VBODA State Marching Band Festival, Haymarket, Time TBA       
 28 Su MB: Nottingham ES Halloween Parade, Time TBA 
 31 W MB: Jamestown ES Halloween Parade, 1-3 pm 

November 
 2 F MB: Home Game vs. W-L, Senior Night, 6 pm call 

 5 M ALL: Band Boosters’ Meeting, cafeteria, 7 pm 
 14 W ALL: Poinsettia Fundraiser Orders Due! 

December 
 7 F ALL: Poinsettias Fundraiser Pickup, cafeteria, late afternoon 
 12 W All: Combined Band Rehearsal 3:15 – 4 pm 

 13 Th ALL: Winter Band Concert, YHS Auditorium, 7 pm  

mailto:yorktownbands@cox.net
mailto:yorktownbands@cox.net
http://www.yorktownband.org/
http://www.yorktownband.org/
http://www.yorktownband.org/Calendar.htm

