
 

TAKE NOTE:   

• Senior Night—
November 4 at the 
last home game! 

• Parents meeting  
Monday, November 7 

• Poinsettia order forms 
are available from band 
and guard members—
Due date is Nov. 15 

• Just a reminder…. 
Band practice, rehearsals, 
and events are required 
activities; if you plan to 
miss a band activity, you 
must submit an  
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) to have 
the absence approved 
and duly noted ☺… 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 
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Thoughts on College Selections, Music, & Auditions 

It’s that time for seniors—
making the final choices on your 
colleges. While you’ve heard 
this before, it bears repeating: 
Remain Calm! 
The whole process—choosing a 
college, what to major in, taking 
auditions—can be overwhelm-
ing. Being prepared and knowing 
what to expect will make things 
much easier on your mental 
health. What follows is both a 
general overview (in case you 
haven’t started!) and some spe-
cific strategies for music in col-
lege. 

FYI—This information is not 
just for seniors. I offer as plan-
ning information for all my mu-
sic students. 

Choosing a college. I’m sure 
your counselor has told this as 
well, but it really is true: Large 
universities usually have many 
opportunities but may leave 
students feeling like a “little fish 
in a big pond.” A small college 
may not necessarily have as 

many resources as a large 
school. Smaller schools tend to 
be more personable and have a 
better teacher-student ratio, 
but many larger schools do as 
well. The Internet is a valuable 
resource to research each 
school. Begin making a “wish 
list” and make comparisons. An 
important task is to visit several 
schools of different sizes to 
experience how each feels. Ask 
current undergraduates about 
the atmosphere and the faculty. 
A visit during the weekday may 
be more advantageous than a 
weekend if you want to see 
what your daily routine will feel 
like. Attend classes and meet 
the faculty. 
Choosing a major. Your per-
sonal career goals, needs, and 
interests determine your major 
or majors. Choosing something 
both academically and musically 
challenging will keep you moti-
vated throughout your college 
experience. Don’t worry if you 
can’t decide right away; many 

students often enter as 
“Undecided.” Students often 
change majors while in school. 
Choosing music as a major. 
Most schools offer degrees in 
performance, music education, 
and composition. Larger schools 
often include majors in music 
industry or recording arts, mu-
sic therapy, and music theatre. 
Consider the performance op-
portunities available: marching 
band, concert band, symphony 
orchestra, pep band. View class 
descriptions from the school’s 
course catalog. Another good 
way to rate a school is to find 
out what the graduates are do-
ing. The alumni of a strong 
school usually get great jobs. 
Chose a major based on your 
personal interests. No one 
should choose to be a music 
education major as a backup 
plan. Choose it because you 
love music and teaching stu-
dents. Choosing to double ma-

(Continued on page 3) 

From the Top  Ben Williams, Director of Bands 

Parents, Alumni, and Patrons: 

The Newsletter staff suggested we try something a little different for this issue of the Newsletter. So, 
we’ve put together a “special addition” that addresses what is on one-quarter of the school’s collec-
tive mind...college and college applications. From the Guidance Office, to SAT Saturdays (which I had 
the pleasure to proctor!), to the band room and other classrooms, the focus of our seniors is on the 
exciting and challenging years ahead of them. 
Graduates of our Yorktown Bands who have moved on to college will be ready to greet our gradu-
ates when they arrive. The Newsletter has begun a new feature with this issue, a series of occasional 
articles on our band graduates who are now in college and still playing music, whether they are music 
majors or not. Also, below, you’ll find my personal recommendations on college selections, music, 
and auditions. 
Alumni—if you are reading this on-line, please email me your U.S. postal mailing addresses. We want 
to include you in our activities! 



College Connection 

strong section unity. JMU has 
lots of playing opportunities 
for non-music majors, such as 
JMU’s Concert Band. 
Because Gennie was applying 
to the School of Music as well 
as JMU, her participation in 
music groups was really impor-
tant to her application. Gennie 
opted not to write about mu-
sic in her essays since her mu-
sical accomplishments were 
obvious from her application 
and choice of major. She rec-
ommends that if you write 
about band, use a unique, in-
teresting, personal experience, 
not just a recitation of how 
band helped you learn time 
management. Since Gennie had 
to audition in person, she did-
n’t send in recordings. 

Peter Ketcham-Colwill has 
joined Princeton’s Concert 
Jazz Ensemble. He is also in an 
Afro Funk band, which he 
joined accidentally, and is plan-
ning on joining the Princeton 
University Band for the basket-
ball season (go Tigers!). For his 
major, he’s considering music 
or public policy plus a certifi-
cate (Princeton’s version of a 

minor) in music performance. 
He says that his high school 
band experience gave him 
something special he could 
bring to colleges and so helped 
his chances of being admitted. 

Peter did send a tape of his 
playing to the music depart-
ment, and his “choose your 
own essay” topic was about 
band. 

Valerie Vandenberg, at the 
beautiful campus of Indiana 
University, is having an 
“exhilarating” time in the IU 

Marching Hundred. Comprised 
of “hundreds of talented indi-
viduals,” 90% of the marching 
band members are non-music 
majors. Entertainment, rather 
than competition, is the main 
goal of the Marching Hundred, 
bringing even more spirit to 

the Big Ten atmosphere. The 
Marching Hundred rehearses 
Monday to Friday for 1½ 
hours each day in preparation 
for Saturday’s game. Valerie, 

who is applying to IU’s 
School of Nursing, says 
there are numerous musical 
opportunities at Indiana for 

non-music majors including the 
Big Red Basketball Band, All-
Campus Band, various ensem-
bles, and a variety of classes, 
including The Music of the 
Beatles and multiple levels of 
the History of Rock Music. 
For universities that required 
essays, Valerie wrote one 
about the tremendous impact 
of her musical experiences. 
Although Indiana University 
does not require an essay, hav-
ing the extensive band experi-
ence was an immense benefit 
for her application. 

How does band help college 
applications, and how do our 
graduates keep playing music 
in college? Here’s the report 
from some college freshmen: 

Bonnie Carlson loves being in 
the University of Virginia 

marching 
band. She 
estimates 

that 90% of the marching band 
is like her, a non-music major, 
a percentage similar to other 
UVA music groups she is in. 
She is in the soccer band, 
earning $25 per game playing 
at men’s and women’s home 
soccer games, plus the Wind 
Ensemble, UVA’s premier 
band. In addition, Bonnie was 
selected for the pit orchestra 
of the First Year Players, a club 
that puts on a musical every 
semester. 
Bonnie says that the Yorktown 
band had a big impact on her 
being accepted at UVA. For 
UVA’s “choose your own 
topic” essay, Bonnie wrote 
about band. She sent in a CD 
of her playing to the UVA 
band director William Pease, 
along with a “music resume” 
of her musical achieve-
ments. 

Gennie Clarkson, a music 
education major at James 
Madison University, is playing 
in six “awesome,” “fast-paced” 
ensembles – the Marching 
Royal Dukes, the Symphonic 
Band, the Brass Band, the 
Tuba-Euphonium Ensemble, a 
Brass Quintet, and a Tuba-
Euphonium Quartet. Gennie 
writes that the marching band 
is “incredible,” around 400 
people, playing three or four 
completely different shows a 
year. Marching band helped 
her settle in the first couple 
weeks, especially with its 
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Valerie Vandenberg, one of  
Indiana University’s newest 
Marching Hundreds 

PrincetonUniversity 
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Let’s hear it for our 
2006 Marching Band 

Seniors! 

Elinor Asay - piccolo 

Jonathan Bell - percussion 

Jennie Bowman - French horn 

Claire Brady - alto sax 

Greg D'Addario - drum major 

Alex Ford - trumpet 

Sara Herbst - percussion 

Elizabeth Hooper - clarinet 

Elizabeth Houston - piccolo 

Natalie Lynch - piccolo 

Colin Mannes - drum major 

Ben Nava - trumpet 

Kerri Oddenino - clarinet 

Rosemary Puziene - French horn 

Rick Rusincovitch - alto sax 

Arielle Seligson - percussion 

Ebony Smith - percussion 

Michael Suiters - tenor sax 

Elliot Tibor - trumpet 

Ryan Velez - percussion 

Justin Waddell - French horn 

Chris Whyte - percussion, pit 

Jennifer Wieboldt - clarinet 

Calling All Seniors … Senior Night with the Band 
We salute the crème de la 
crème; the top of the heap; 
the thrill of the hill; the one, 
the only, the Marching Band 
CLASS OF 2006! 

Yes, you! 

The Band Boosters will be 
honoring you at the Novem-
ber 4th home football game.  

A group photo of the fabu-
lous class of ’06 will be in 
an insert in the football pro-
gram that evening. 

The other “seniors” (the par-
ents of the Marching Band 
Class of 2006) are invited to 

gather outside the band 
room anytime between 6:30 
and 7 p.m. to receive a carna-
tion/boutonniere and enjoy 
hot apple cider, cookies, and 
cheese and crackers. At 7:00, 
senior parents are invited to 
march behind the Marching 
Band down the street and 
onto the stadium field for the 
playing of the National An-
them.  

As the Marching Band comes 
on the field, the announcer 
will read the names of the 
Marching Band CLASS OF 
2006. Then, as the Marching 
Band goes to its section, par-

ents of Marching Band fresh-
man, sophomores, and jun-
iors will welcome the senior 
parents to seats in the upper 
rows in the section next to 
the Band. 

Mary Roos, parent of fresh-
man Eileen Roos, has gra-
ciously agreed to coordinate 
this special evening. If Mary 
has been unable to contact 
you and you are a senior par-
ent (or a parent of a MB 
freshman, sophomore, or 
junior and would like to help, 
please contact Mary ASAP at 
703-538-6029 or  
RoosFamily@aol.com. 

jor, two fields with equal con-
centration, may open up more 
possibilities for the future. 
Considering a minor in mu-
sic. Again, it boils down to 
your personal goals. Choosing 
to minor in music can be a 
valuable asset to your college 
degree and your resume. If you 
want to continue lessons but 
not concentrate in perform-
ance, music minor is a great 
option. Be sure to consult the 
school’s requirements for what 
opportunities exist for music 
minors. 
Meet the faculty. During 
your college visit, contact the 
faculty and arrange a private 
lesson. You want to like the 
teachers that will be coaching 
you for four years, right?? 
Learn about their training and 
teaching experience, student 
turn-out, and what other stu-
dents say about them. 
Preparing for the audition. 
Determine which pieces you 
will play early. Your private 
teacher or band director can 
help. Know your scales from 

memory and use a tuner/
metronome. Perform your 
audition for others to build 
your confidence of playing for 
an audience. Remember what 
the faculty will be looking for: 
musicality and tone quality, 
attitude and ability, school ex-
perience, variety of repertoire, 
and your resume. 
Audition day. First impres-
sions are lasting ones. Dress 
comfortably and maintain a 
courteous and professional 
manner. Bring a copy of your 
resume and, if possible, a CD 
of your playing. Arrive early to 
allow for warm-up. Do not be 
distracted by others audition-
ing—focus on what you will 
offer. And don’t forget to 
smile! Relax. It is your audition 
and the faculty is ready to lis-
ten to you. 
Scholarships/Financial Aid. 
Scholarships are usually avail-
able to students who demon-
strate high musicianship. Stu-
dents who play rare instru-
ments needed to complete 
ensemble rosters (i.e. oboe, 
bassoon, French horn, and 
tuba) can be candidates for 

department schol-
arships. Even non-

music majors can be consid-
ered for scholarships if they 
are willing to commit to play-
ing in a group. 

Other Useful Advice. 
• Any opportunity to broaden 

musicianship, including tak-
ing private lessons, studying 
music theory or piano, or 
singing in a choir will be 
helpful to entering college. 

• If you want to teach, volun-
teer at middle or elemen-
tary music programs. You 
may want to give private 
lessons. 

• Consult the 2005 Directory 
of Music Schools. I have a 
copy. 

Every college and university is 
unique. Students also have 
unique interests and abilities. 
Finding the right place may 
take time. With a positive atti-
tude and adequate research, 
you will find the right place. 

As always, feel free to contact 
me via email at yorktown-
bands@cox.net or by calling 
the band office at 703-228-
5370. 

(Continued from page 1) 

More Thoughts on Colleges and Music 
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Can’t remember the practice schedule? 
When do you have to be there? 
Hey, did the schedule change or 

what? 
 
 

Check the YHS Band  
Calendar! 

 

http://yorktownband.org/
Calendar.htm 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 N. 28th Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 

 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Ben Williams 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@cox.net 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 

Yorktown High School Band 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

 

Name incorrect or needs updating? 
Please email yorktownbands@cox.net 

MB=Marching Band SB=Symphonic Band CB=Concert Band 

October 
 28 Fri MB-YHS Homecoming Football (Falls Church) 
 30 Sun MB-Nottingham Halloween Parade 4 pm 
 31 Mon MB-Jamestown Halloween Parade during school 

November 
 4 Fri MB-YHS Football (Wakefield) 
   Senior Night 
 7  Mon Parents Meeting 7 pm 
 10 Thu MB-YHS Football (W-L away game) 
   (Battle of the Sections) 
 11 Fri All-Veteran’s Day Holiday 
 14 Mon All-Teacher Workday (no school) 
 16 Wed All-Poinsettia Orders Due 

December 
 2 Fri All-Poinsettia Pick Up 
 14 Wed All-Combined Band Rehearsal 
 15 Thu Winter Band Concert 7 pm 

January 
 7 Sat SB (CB optional) – District Band Auditions 
 14 Sat SB-Mini band camp 
23-27 M-F All-Band Mid-terms and Symphonic Auditions 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 

85% of the proceeds 

of your Poinsettia 

sales are applied 

directly to your 

account. Think of it 

as “money in the 

bank” to pay for 

your dues! 


