
 

 

 

TAKE NOTE:   

• Senior Night—Nov 4 
at the last home game! 

• Parents Meeting Nov. 7 

• Poinsettia order due 
date is Nov. 16 

• Winter Band Concert 
Dec. 15 at 7 pm 

• All-District Band Audi-
tions Sat, Jan. 7, at Oak-
ton High School 

• As always — 
Band practice, rehearsals, 
and events are required 
activities; if you plan to 
miss a band activity, you 
must submit an  
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) to have 
the absence approved 
and duly noted ☺… 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 

From the Top  Ben Williams, Director of Bands 

This is your opportunity to 
raise funds to cover the costs 
associated with the spring 
tour. 

It is a sincere pleasure to be 
working with your students. I 
put great passion and interest 
in making sure every student 
succeeds and enjoys music. As 
always, should you have a 
concern you may contact me 
via email at  
yorktownbands@cox.net or 
by phone at the band office 
(703-228-5370).  I appreciate 
your feedback and input. I 
look forward to seeing you all 
at our next booster meeting, 
Monday, November 7, at 7 
pm. 

Thank you and best regards to 
all of you.  

Congratulations to everyone for 
a terrific marching season – what 
a great show! The students 
should feel very proud of their 
accomplishments. Having placed 
first in music at all three competi-
tive events is a symbol of the 
group’s high musicianship and 
energy. This season will be a 
treasured memory for a long 
time. A special thank you goes to 
the chaperones, equipment truck 
drivers and pit crews for their 
generous assistance on these 
trips. We could not do it without 
you! 

As the season (and weather!) 
changes, students will begin pre-
paring for our Winter Band Con-
cert. I am very impressed by the 
quality of sound both Concert 
and Symphonic Bands have dem-
onstrated this year so far.  Stu-

dents have raised the bar of ex-
cellence. Keep at it!   

Thursday, December 15, is 
the Winter Concert date. Please 
be sure to invite your family and 
friends. 

I encourage parents to remind 
students to set up a regular 
practice regimen on their instru-
ment. Students: remember to 
keep a practice log. And, con-
sider private lessons when possi-
ble to stretch your ability and 
reach your untapped potential. 

Our biggest fundraiser is under-
way! Poinsettia sales packets 
were sent home late October. 
All orders must be turned in by 
Wednesday, November 16. 
Poinsettias will be delivered on 
Friday, December 2, after 
school. Please plan accordingly. 

Band Members, Parents, Alumni, and Patrons: 

Presidents’ Notes         Erik Brady & Carol Stevens, Presidents 

Dear Boosters, 
We’ve had a successful Fall. 
Thanks to all of you for your 
help chaperoning on trips, driv-
ing the equipment truck, loading 
and unloading uniforms and 
instruments and attending the 
football games.  

Although the marching season 
has wound down, your help is 
equally important during the 
symphonic season. Our most 
immediate need is for a volun-
teer to handle hospitality during 
the intermission of the twice-a-

year Concerts (winter and spring). 

Here’s what the job entails: 

• Getting parents to contribute 
cookies and brownies before 
performances. 

• Buying soda, cups and ice, for 
which you will be reim-
bursed. 

• Arranging the staffing of re-
freshment tables during inter-
mission. 

This twice-a-year job makes a 
world of difference to the 
Bands! Mr. Williams’ email list is 

a handy way to contact our 
always-supportive parents to 
contribute cookies and snacks 
and to help staff the intermis-
sion tables. 

We are also looking for a vol-
unteer to coordinate general 
fundraising activities, such as car 
washes, coupon books, and the 
like. Let us know if you can help 
at yobflo@aol.com.  

Many thanks for all you do. 
We look forward to seeing you 
all at the upcoming Winter 
Concert. 



 

 

Colin and Greg accepting the 
Oakton FIRST PLACE trophy 

Steppin’ Out Colin Mannes & Greg D’Addario, Drum 
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Concert Etiquette ABC’s 

With the students busily pre-
paring for the Winter Con-
cert, we would like to suggest 
the following concert eti-
quette. If we all follow these 
guidelines, our musicians can 
perform to their highest stan-
dard and our audience will 
have the best listening experi-
ence possible. 

Arrive a little early – it 
makes things go more 
smoothly for all. 

Before the concert begins, 
please turn off all cell 
phones, pagers and watch 
alarms, and any other elec-
tronic devices that could emit 
a potentially unwelcome 
sound during the perform-
ance. 

Please enter and exit the 
performance only during ap-
plause. 

No flash photography in 
the middle of a piece as it is 

distracting to the performers. 

Please hold applause until 
you see the conductor lower 
his arms at the end of the full 
piece. 

Please refrain from talking 
during the performance. 

Humming, singing, or tap-
ping your feet may not be 
appropriate. While some per-
formances encourage active 
audience participation, others 
depend upon silence from the 
audience for maximum effect. 

Please stay for the whole 
performance. All the stu-
dents, yours and others, have 
worked hard for their concert 
performance. Please stay to 
reward them all – and your 
child needs to stay as well! 

Please do not bring babies 
or small children to the con-
cert. It’s difficult for all! If a 
child begins to make noise, 
please excuse yourselves from 

the auditorium immediately to 
avoid distracting the musicians 
and disturbing other patrons. 

Refrain from unwrapping 
cough drops or candy dur-
ing the performance. Crin-
kling cellophane is a sound 
which carries well through an 
auditorium. Also, opening and 
closing purses to retrieve the 
candies carries as well! 

Coughing – if you are suffer-
ing from a cold or allergies, 
please use cough drops, un-
wrapped ahead of time (see 
above)! If you cannot suppress 
a cough, please muffle it with 
a handkerchief or excuse 
yourself from the auditorium. 

Video cameras – while you 
may want to film your child, 
please remember that your 
camera may obstruct the view 
of others. Please be mindful of 
those around you who also 
want to see their child play. 

The Bands and Ensembles are working on their pieces for the Winter Band Concert. The 
concert, to be held on Thursday, December 15, at 7 pm, will feature a range of musical selec-
tions. The program will include performances from the Jazz Ensemble and both Concert and 
Symphonic Bands. Selections will include: 

• Jazz Ensemble: See How Charlie Brown Does Christmas 

• Concert Band: Take A Midnight Sleigh Ride and The Nutcracker 
• Symphonic Band: experience several European traditions 

Winter Concert Highlights 

Well, band, all I can say is 
what a marching season. We 
kept up some good traditions 
like first place at Oakton, and 
we showed that we could 
take on some really great 
bands from further south and 
hold our own.  

We had some ups and downs 
along the way, but we repre-
sented Yorktown with talent, 

respect, and dignity. There 
are still a few shows left be-
fore we're completely past 
marching season, and I know 
we're going to keep blowing 
crowds away. I don't know 
how well you could hear that 
crowd at JMU, but they defi-
nitely enjoyed our show. So 
to where we've been, and 
where we've yet to go, this 

will be the year we remem-
ber, Yorktown. We've come 
a very long way since those 
hot days in August, but one 
thing has stayed the same. 
We still know how to make 
those dots into music, and 
make hearts love music like 
we do. 

And Greg still loves running! 

— Colin 

 
Parents play  a part, 

too! 

Offer to be the 
Hospitality Contact 

or 
Fundraising Contact! 

 
Thanks! 

Did I hear that right? 
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Money Matters 
Our budget is over $100,000 
each year; your contributions 
and fees are critical to the 
smooth and successful opera-
tion of the band program.  The  
2005-2006 budget is no excep-
tion. Timely payment of your 
Band bill helps the Boosters 
cover the Band’s expenses as 
they come due. 

Bills were sent out at the end 
of September -- if you haven't 
paid your bill yet, please do so 

TODAY! If you've misplaced 
your bill please contact Laura 
Triggs at (703) 532-5367 or 
via email at yorktownband-
money@verizon.net. After 30 
days, a late fee can be im-
posed.  if you have misplaced 
the fee table handout, the fee 
table is also on the YHS band 
at http://yorktownband.org/
forms/FeeTable05_06.pdf . 

Membership Update: A mem-
bership form was included in 

the last Newsletter  and is re-
peated in this Newsletter . 
Please consider becoming an 
“official” booster—you or 
anyone you know (alums, alum 
parents, other patrons) who is 
a music fan and who appreci-
ates our efforts is more than 
welcome to join! Contribu-
tions are tax deductible!  
Have you made your contribu-
tion to YHS Band Boosters 
yet? 

Mark your 
Calendars: 

 
Monday,  

November 7, 
7 pm 

In the auditorium 
 

Parents Meeting to 
discuss Spring 

Trip arrangements 
and COSTS 

What do the 

RATINGS 
mean? 

 
Band competitions use a 
five tier rating system for 
marching, symphonic, and 

concert bands: 
 
  I – Superior (the ultimate 
 accolade) 
 II – Excellent (great job!) 
III – Good (adequate) 
IV – Fair (barely adequate) 
 V – Poor (needs lots of 
 work) 

Tri-M Society 
After 10 years, the Yorktown 
Tri-M Honor Society has been 
reactivated! The Tri-M Music 
Honor Society is the interna-
tional music honor society for 
middle/junior high and high 
school students. It is designed 
to recognize student achieve-
ment in all groups of the mu-
sic department (band, chorus, 
etc.). Tri-M builds student 
leadership, encourages com-
munity service, and aims to 
inspire other students to ex-
cel at music and leadership. 

The Tri-M Music Honor Soci-
ety logo is rich in symbolism. 
The three M’s stand for 
“Modern Music Masters,” the 
society’s original name. Music 
is represented by the lyre and 
the scroll, which denote ac-
complishment and service. 
The five lines of the music 
staff indicate the five criteria 
upon which members are se-
lected: scholarship, character, 

cooperation, leadership, and 
service. 

To date, we have over 50 
students enrolled. A formal 
induction ceremony will take 
place later in the year.  Stu-
dents have elected officers for 
the 2005-2006 year:  

• Ben Nava, president 
• Jon Bell, vice-president 
• Jennie Bowman, secretary 
• Elliot Tibor, treasurer 
• Rick Rusincovitch and Leslie 

Walczak, co-historians 

Students also elected Mem-
bers-at-Large to be a part of 
the student government. 
Meetings and activities are 
currently being planned for 
the year. Ideas include serving 
at a soup kitchen, attending a 
regional Tri-M conference, 
inviting a guest speaker to a 
meeting, and performing at a 
community hospital or nursing 

home. 

Upcoming Activities include: 

• Induction Ceremony  
• Service Projects 
• Leadership Projects with 

Middle Schools 
• Regional Tri-M Events 

Students must meet these 
following minimum require-
ments at the time of their 
selection: 

• Music – enrolled in a school 
sponsored music ensemble 
and/or class for at least one 
semester 

• Scholarship – at least a “B” 
average in music, and at 
least a “C” average in other 
academic subjects 

• Leadership, Service, and 
Character – has demon-
strated leadership, service 
and character in their activi-
ties. 

 

Like e-script, the poinsettia sales are provided to you as an opportunity to reduce your 
fees. There is no obligation to sell. That said, the poinsettias are frequently the highlight of 
many a family's holiday season. Band members generally sell approximately 1,000 plants with 
sales of about $15,000 and profit of about $6,000-7,000. 85% of the profit goes to the individ-
ual and 15% to the general fund. Some students sell (and make) “a whole lot” and some very 
little. In the words of one astute student, “If you sell a lot, you don't have to pay much for 
your spring trip.” 

See the advertisement in this Newsletter and the flyer in the October Newsletter. 

Last Call for 2005 Poinsettias!  
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Getting ready for the season The Marching Patriots started out every morning of Band Camp with a rou-
tine of fundamentals, stretching, countless arm circles, and back massages (!) 

Ice Cream Social after mini-
Band Camp 

S

Clarinets listening to the ocean…  

Good enough

The Marching Patriots’ colorful C
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Season Review — Go Patriots! 

THE END! 

MB Alums Katelyn Kyser and Gennie 
Clarkson greet the Band at JMU 

Mr. Williams’ “positive” tuning 

h to eat! 

Color Guard 



 

 

Looking for something to give 
a music student for birthdays 
or the holidays this year? Here 
are a number of ideas, ranging 
from instruments to inexpen-
sive accessories, which may 
help you choose that gift. 

Musical Instruments – A mu-
sical instrument can be an in-
vestment in a lifetime of musi-
cal pleasure. If you are consid-
ering such an investment for a 
gift, please keep the following 
suggestions in mind: 
• Talk to Mr. Williams, your 
private music teacher, or an-
other performing musician 
before you buy an instrument. 
Get their recommendations on 
brands of instruments. For 
each type of instrument, there 
are certain brands which are 
better made than others. Do 
not take the advice of the 
salesman! 
• Purchase as much quality as 
you can afford. 
• Take your own mouthpiece 
or reeds with you to “test-
drive” a selection of instru-

ments. Washington Music Cen-
ter in Wheaton, MD (also 
known as Chuck Levin’s) has 
the area’s best selection and 
pricing. 
• Try several instruments. 
Every good instrument is hand-
made and there can be great 
variations in tone and handling, 
even for the same model. 
• Do not buy sight unseen 
instruments over the Internet 
without understanding the 
return policy. 
• Used instruments vary 
greatly in quality (and price) – 
always have them checked 
first. 
• Ask your private teacher to 
test the instrument, both to 
assess the quality of the instru-
ment itself and how well it 
suits the student’s playing style.  
• Maintain your new instru-
ment! Even the finest instru-
ment will not retain its value 
unless it is well-cared for. 

Accessories – Not in the mar-
ket for an instrument? Here 

are some other ideas: elec-
tronic tuner, carrying case, 
collapsible music stand, new 
mouthpiece (ask Mr. Williams 
or a private music teacher for 
a recommendation), mutes, 
and a plethora of cleaning sup-
plies. 

There is also a wide variety of 
musical novelty items available 
from local music stores and 
the Web. 

Music and Tickets – Music, 
sheet or recorded, is another 
nice gift. Choose a variety of 
classical, jazz, Broadway, or 
popular pieces or even the 
“play along” CDs. Consider 
tickets to concerts or CD 
store certificates as options. 

Lessons – Private lessons are 
also an excellent investment 
for academic performance. 
Studies indicate that successful 
music students score higher on 
their SATs. Music majors are 
more likely to go on to law 
school or medical school than 
any other students after pre-
law and science majors. 

Musical Gifts 

Yorktown 
Band CDs 

(available for 
order at the 

Winter 
Concert) 

make great 
holiday gifts 

to friends 
and relatives. 
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YORKTOWN BAND BOOSTER FUNDRAISER 

Support the Band 
(and, support yourself!) 

gorgeous, long lasting poinsettias for sale! 
Band and Guard members have order information. 

Due before Wednesday, November 16th 

Checks payable to: Yorktown Band Boosters 

Band and color guard members pick up and deliver plants on 
Friday, December 2nd  

 
Questions? Want to help? Please call Maureen McManus (703) 533-8795, or Michelle 
Trahan (703) 522-2452. 

EMAIL LIST 
 

Calling all emails! 
 

If you don't receive an 
email this week reminding 
you of the Parents Meeting 
on Nov.7, then you are not 
on Mr. Williams' email list. 
Please email Mr. Williams 

at 
yorktownbands@cox.net 
with your email address 

and the name of your child. 
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Please PRINT all information 
 

 Student Name:  ______________________________________________ 
Parent or Sponsor Name:  ______________________________________________ 
 Street Address:  ______________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________ 
 Home Telephone:  ______________________________________________ 
 Parent or Sponsor email:  ______________________________________________ 
 (optional)  

 

  Underwriter ($125)  Patron ($100) 
  Supporter ($75)  Member ($35) 

 

Contributing members are acknowledged in 
the Winter and Spring Concert Programs 

 

Please make checks payable to: YHS Band Boosters 
Forms and contributions may be mailed to YHS Band Booster Treasurer: 

 

YHS Band Boosters 
Laura Triggs, Treasurer 
3858 N. River St. 
Arlington, VA  22207 

And Looking Even 
Further Ahead— 

 

Band Camp 2006 
 

Mark your Calendars now! 
Band Camp will start 

Sunday evening, Aug 6. 
 

Students will return as 
usual on Friday afternoon 

(Aug. 11) 

Presidents: Erik Brady & Carol Stevens yobflo@aol.com 
Director: Ben Williams yorktownbands@cox.net 
Treasurer: Laura Triggs yorktownbandmoney@verizon.net 
Newsletter: Tricia Frazier p_frazier@mindspring.com 
 Mary Roos roosfamily@aol.com 
 Carol Keys Carolk23@yahoo.com 
Guard Liaison: Gina McGregor Star421132@aol.com 
E-script: OPEN 
Uniforms: Kathy Jaffke jaffkes@verizon.net  
Hospitality: OPEN  
Poinsettias: Maureen McManus puziene@starpower.net 
Other Fundraising: OPEN   
Chaperones: Debbie D'Addario hihodkd@earthlink.net 
Membership: OPEN 
Website: Debbie Moore debbiemoore@comcast.net  

Band Boosters Contacts 2005-2006 

Looking Ahead—Spring Trip 
This year’s music department spring tour will be…well, there are two choices: Chicago or 
Myrtle Beach. A sample itinerary for each location is being developed so the music depart-
ment can better understand the logistics, opportunities, and—of course—cost. 

Once the itineraries are received and reviewed, the music department will make its decision. 
The choices, along with potential costs and other important details, will be discussed at the 
Monday, November 7, parents meeting. 

For your calendar: the spring tour dates are April 20 – 23. 



 

 

MB=Marching Band SB=Symphonic Band CB=Concert Band All= Symphonic and Concert Bands 

November 
 4 Fri MB – YHS Football (Wakefield) 
   Senior Night 
 7 Mon Parents Meeting, 7 pm, auditorium 
 10 Thu MB – YHS Football (W-L away game) 
   (Battle of the Sections) 
 11 Fri All – Veteran’s Day Holiday 
 14 Mon All – Teacher Workday (no school) 
 16 Wed All – Poinsettia Orders Due 

December 
 2 Fri All – Poinsettia Pick Up, 2-4 pm, cafeteria 
 14 Wed All – Combined Band Rehearsal, 3:15 pm 
 15 Thu Winter Band Concert, 7 pm, auditorium 

January 
 7 Sat SB – (CB optional) District Band Auditions at Oakton 
   High School 
 14 Sat All – Mini band camp 
23-27 M-F All – Band Mid-terms and Symphonic Auditions 

February 
 2-4 Th-S District Band Event  (for District Band members) 
 22 Wed Pyramid Concert 
 25 Sat VA Band & Orchestra Auditions (for District Band members) 
 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 

Yorktown High School Band 

 

The Marching 

Patriots were 

feature pictures 

in the Arlington 

Sun Gazette Oct 

11 and Oct 27! 

Name incorrect or needs updating? 
Please email yorktownbands@cox.net 

Yorktown High School Band 
Arlington, Virginia 

Can’t remember the practice schedule? 
When do you have to be there? 
Hey, did the schedule change or 

what? 
 
 

Check the YHS Band  
Calendar! 

 

http://yorktownband.org/
Calendar.htm 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Ben Williams 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@cox.net 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 N. 28th Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 

 


