
It is hard to believe we are almost finished with another school year. Where has the 
time gone? We find ourselves preparing for next year as well as getting ready to honor 
our students’ many accomplishments. We also have several concerts coming up. 

Our “Jazz on the Lawn” program will be held on Wednesday, May 24th at 6:00 pm 
outside the band room under the large tree (auditorium if it rains). Feel free to bring a 
picnic dinner and invite your neighbors to hear some great jazz music. Students from 
the Tri-M Honor Society will be performing on Thursday, May 25th at 6:00 pm in 
the auditorium. Our final spring concert is Tuesday, May 30th at 7:00 pm in the 
auditorium. Student awards will also be given that evening. 

Near the end of this month, applications for section leader and student leadership po-
sitions will be available. Students should also set up an interview time. Drum major 
clinics and auditions will take place during the month of June. Percussionists will also 
have their Marching Band placement clinics/auditions during this time. Times and dates 
will be posted on the website. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind students (especially seniors) not to let 
up until the end. The same amount of dedication and hard work that makes the pro-
gram so successful is expected. A reminder that a final practice record from all stu-
dents is required on Friday, May 26th. This will count for the practice time logged since 
the beginning of 4th quarter. Late records will not be accepted. 

We are sad to see our seniors move on and with them their parents who serve and 
help with the band program. A special thank you to Erik Brady and Carol Stevens for 
serving as terrific co-presidents of the band Boosters the past three years. 

All of us look forward to meeting our rising freshmen and their parents at our next 
Booster meeting on Monday, June 12th in the auditorium. Information regarding March-
ing Band season and next year’s Booster officer elections will take place. I hope to see 
everyone there. 

As always, I appreciate everyone’s continued steadfast support experiencing what mu-
sic and arts can do for all. Please feel free to contact me with questions, concerns, or 
even praise (students appreciate that!) at 703-228-5370 or 
e-mail yorktownbands@cox.net. And don’t forget to 
check-out yorktownband.org for the latest updates over 
the summer. 
 

 
~ BJW 
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TAKE NOTE:   

• Final Practice Re-
cords due Friday, May 
26 (including Seniors!) 
NO EXCEPTIONS 

• Parents Meeting June 12 
at 7 pm 

• Jazz on the Lawn May 
24 at 6 pm 

• Spring Band Concert 
May 30 at 7 pm 

• As always — 
Band practice, rehearsals, 
and events are required 
activities; if you plan to 
miss a band activity, you 
must submit an  
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) to have 
the absence approved 
and duly noted ☺… 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 

From the Top  Ben Williams, Director of Bands 

Band Members, Parents, Alumni, and Patrons: 
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Presidents’ Notes         Erik Brady & Carol Stevens, Presidents 

Dear Boosters, 
The last Booster meeting of the school year is 
June 12 at 7 p.m. Be there or be square. Or 
should we make that B-Flat? 

Election of Booster officers will be that night. 
Among the positions to be filled are co-
presidents, seats we have been happy to fill 
for the last three school years. We thank all 
of you for all of your help over what has been 
a wonderful time. The Boosters are blessed 
with so many members who always lend a 
hand. 

We have served at a time of transition in the 
long and happy history of our organization: 

• Through Mr. N’s last year and Mr. Wil-
liams’s first two, 

• Through adoption of a new Booster con-
stitution, 

• And through continuing construction of a 
new Yorktown. 

Most of all, we have served through the ten-
ures of three marvelous band seasons. Transi-
tion is the nature of high school and it has 
been our joy to see—and to hear—so many 
wonderful musicians. Our children make 
beautiful music together. 

Please, if you can make it, come to the 
Booster meeting June 12 at 7 pm. Should you 
elect them then, Jim and Nancy Ketcham-
Colwill have graciously agreed to serve as 
new co-presidents. They will be so much bet-
ter at this than we were: They actually know 
music! Please give them the same wonderful 
support you have given us. 

And, most of all, thanks for the 
memories... 

During this school year, the Yorktown Band 
Booster Organization had access to and used over 
$123,000 to help the bands accomplish their goals.  

While 73% of those dollars are paid directly by par-
ents for Marching Band and spring trip, look 
through this newsletter and you will see other ac-
tivities that are supported by Booster donations 
this Spring: 

• Equipment and accompanist for the spring 
musical, Seussical 

• Arlington Neighborhood Day Parade 
• District Band competitions 
• Tri-M activities 
• State and Honor Band fees 

This year, the Winter Guard took on its own fund-
raising activities.  

Because Winter Guard has fewer members, the 
cost of equipment and competitions are costly for 
each person. The Boosters had always tried to give 
additional support for this successful group. This 
year the Winter Guard held a fundraiser and was 
also successful in receiving a grant from the PTA 
allowing them more flexibility and the ability to pro-
vide support to members who need it. 

The Boosters always try to help those students 
who would like to participate, but may need finan-
cial assistance to do so. Just talk to Mr. Williams. 

Money Matters 

JOB OPENINGS for 2006-2007 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  No experience 
needed (well, some would help). Willingness to try 
MS Publisher or the software of your choice! 
Newsletter has experienced “staff” to help get 
information and provide written material. Have 
fun, meet interesting people, and be the first to 
know the news! 

FUNDRAISING VICE PRESIDENT: Again, no 
experience needed, just a willingness to help find 
those ever-needed dollars to fund our fabulous 
program! 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: This is a 
great opportunity to help the band and get to 
know many of the great Booster parents.  

BOOSTER semi-official PHOTOGRAPHER: 
Have a digital camera and are already or willing to 
be a “Band Groupie”? Reliably available 
photographs, especially candids, of the band, its 
various permutations, and its members for the 
2006-2007 academic year will be needed for the 
upcoming year. If you can help, please contact 
Mary Roos at roosfamily@aol.com. 

OTHER POSITIONS are open as well. Please 
come to the Parents Meeting on June 12 and 
consider volunteering for much needed help! 

Help Really, Really Wanted! 
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Gabriella LaRocca, a 2005 Yorktown Band graduate, writes from Tulane University about what she is doing with music now, her 
experiences with the effects of Hurricane Katrina, and how being in the Yorktown Band helped her with her college applications and 
helped her in her transition from high school to university life. 

G reetings from the glorious city of New Orleans! I’ve been back at Tulane University for about 4 months now, 
and let me tell you, I’m having the greatest time of my life. But it’s been quite an experience, one that despite all 

the hardships, I would never take back. 

So it all started in August, when I moved in to my dorm room a week early for the first marching band camp at Tu-
lane in 30 years. We were going to march in the Superdome for football games and in the Mardi Gras parades in Feb-
ruary. But at our first meeting I was a little disappointed. There were only 42 kids in the band, including five clarinets 
and 4 sousaphones, which caused quite an interesting balance. Things started out pretty unorganized, but by Saturday 
everything came together. That’s when Hurricane Katrina started to cause a stir. I evacuated New Orleans, during 
the chaos of freshman move in, on the last flight out of the city on Saturday. 

That Sunday night Katrina hit New Orleans, starting the worst week of my life. It was 
horrifying watching my new home being battered by the wind and rain, but it looked like 
New Orleans was going make it. I thought I was going to return to school on the follow-
ing Thursday. As we all know, it didn’t quite work out like that. The levees broke, flood-
ing 85% of the city. I decided to go to University of Virginia, where I’d be close to home 
and with a few friends from high school. UVA accepted about 150 students from the 
New Orleans schools and housed most of us in a residential college on the edge of cam-
pus. UVA treated us well. We had our own orientation, got into whatever classes we 
wanted, had special dinners, met John Grisham, and got a special tour of Monticello. It 
was great to spend more time with Yorktown Band alumni like Bonnie and Patrick Carl-
son, Yipu Xia, Rachel Gorsky, and Julianne Koch, who were all really helpful and suppor-
tive during the semester. Unfortunately, I had to put all music on hold. It was too stress-
ful and late to join the marching band. I didn’t have access to the piano practice rooms 
because I was not enrolled in any music classes. It was a rough semester, but Tulane kept 
us all posted on the status of the school and announced that it would be reopening in 
January. 

Returning to Tulane has been a mixed bag. The city is still in bad shape. Less than half 
the residents have returned. Restaurants are slowly starting to reopen, four feet waterlines are still visible all over the 
city, and the main streetcar line isn’t in service. But I’ve had some great experiences. I’m currently not involved in any 
music programs at Tulane. I’ve decided to take a step back and enjoy the music that is around me. I’ve seen Ellis, 
Wynton, and Branford Marsalis perform for free. Juvenile, Talib Kweli and Rufus Wainwright gave concerts. I’ve been 
to House of Blues, I went to an opera, been to jazz clubs, experienced Mardi Gras, danced at the French Quarter 
Festival, and am eagerly anticipating Jazz Fest. New Orleans is still a city that gushes all kinds of music. Its spirit is still 
alive and kicking. I plan on getting more involved with music at Tulane during the summer and the fall semester when 
I begin taking piano lessons. 

Being a part of a high school music program looks great during the college 
application process. It shows the admissions officers that you have certain 
strengths and characteristics, like dedication, discipline, quick thinking, 
emotion, intelligence, and an ability to work with others. I suggest show-
casing these qualities in essays and sending in a recording of yourself play-
ing. It makes you stand out. Not only did these characteristics help me get 
into college, but they have helped me immensely through this year, and I 
thank the band program for helping me develop these crucial skills. 

Note: Gabriella is thinking of an ecology and evolutionary biology major. To read how other Yorktown Band graduates have 
moved on musically, go to yorktownband.org, click on “News” link, for interviews in the Newsletter with Band alumni now at 
UVA, JMU, Princeton, Indiana U. (Oct. 2005); UVA, Virginia Tech, USMC (Jan. 2006); and Rutgers, Duke, Wake Forest (March 
2006). 

College Connection 

Gabriella LaRocca, modeling Mardi 
Gras beads in Tulane colors. 
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Yorktown Spring 2006

Looking very Suessical, the pit band plays on 

What’s that smell,  
Taco Bell? 

THE END ! 



Page 5 Volume 7, Issue 6 

6 Band Season Review 

Having waaaay too much fun at Myrtle Beach 

Mr. Williams and Mr. Oliver, surviving the Spring Trip 

Being good neighbors at the Arlington Neighborhood Day Parade 



Page 6 Yorktown Band Newsletter 

This year over 40 students from band, 
orchestra, and chorus were initiated into 
the revitalized Tri-M Music Honor Soci-
ety at Yorktown. The last chapter of Tri-
M at Yorktown was about 10 years ago. 

Tri-M is the international music honor 
society designed to recognize students 
for their academic and musical achieve-
ments, reward them for their accom-
plishments and service activities, and to 
inspire other students to excel at music 
and leadership. The three M’s stand for 
“Modern Music Masters,” the society’s 
original name. 

By June 9, Tri-M members must submit a 

log of music or service activities 
equaling 100 points. The point val-
ues include, for example, 20 points 
for being in Jazz Band or the drama 
pit, 10 points for ushering at a con-
cert or play, 5 points for concert 
attendance (save program), or 2 
points for each hour of private 
lessons (private teacher must cer-
tify). 

The highlight of the year is the Tri-
M Ceremony and Recital on May 
25th. Ensembles from band, chorus, 
and orchestra will be performing 

chamber music at the recital.  Nomina-
tions and elections for the Tri-M student 
government will take place at the end of 
the recital portion of the program. 

Junior Leslie Walczak, co-historian for 
our Tri-M chapter, calls this year “our 
planning year. We established our base 
at Yorktown, explained Tri-M and gener-
ated lots of interest, and helped students 
integrate the Tri-M goals into their ac-
tivities.” 

For more information about eligibility, 
point values, and background, click on 
the Tri-M link on the Yorktown Band 
Web site, yorktownband.org. 

Tri-M Update 

Yorktown Winter Color Guard did a stellar job at the Atlantic 
Indoor Association (AIA) championships on April 1-2. York-
town’s Guard was a finalist in a pool of 23 guards in its class 
from Virginia and North Carolina. Finals were at the JS Dor-
ton Arena in Raleigh, NC, the largest venue the Guard has 
ever performed in winter season.  This year's Yorktown show 
was entitled "Forca," performed to a Nelly Furtado song. The 
lyrics reflect thoughts of growth and reaching one’s goals. 
Yorktown Guard’s show dramatized the idea of growth every-
day beginning at sunrise and ending at sunset. 

Guard Captain Sophia Papavizas reports that everyone in the 
Guard, newbies and vets, did a fantastic job! She adds that the 
Guard has improved tremendously in the last year and a half. 
Sophia encourages anyone who isn't sure what Winter Guard 
is all about to check out wgi.org, the parent organization of 
AIA. The Website has some great video clips. 

Winter Color Guard 

The YHS Winter Color Guard poses in costume at the AIA 
Championship competition The venue was the largest the 

Color Guard has performed in during a winter season. 

Tri-M officers being sworn in at the January Tri-M 
Induction meeting 

 

Hear Ye !  

Hear Ye ! 
 

Congrats to 

our YHS 

VA Honor Band 

Participants 

2006 
 

VA Tech : 
 

Janet Lee 

Colin Mannes 

Eileen Roos 

Nora Swisher 
 

GMU: 
 

Nora Swisher 
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Spring Trip ReCap —  

Myrtle Beach was a great tour! The performances were top-notch and the students represented themselves with 
class. We received many compliments on the students’ behavior and how they handled themselves. Mr. Williams 
felt that everyone had a good time and was very proud of what the students accomplished. All groups had very 
difficult music. Here is a recap of the awards won at Fiesta-Val Music: 
 
 Jazz Ensemble  Superior Rating 2nd place Division IV (92 avg.) 
 Concert Band  Excellent Rating Division IV (85 avg.) 
 Symphonic Band Superior Rating Division V 3rd place (92 avg.) 

More pictures (tons!) of the Spring Trip are in the center section of this Newsletter — enjoy! 

Symphonic 
Band  
Performing 
at the  
Fiesta-Val 
Music  
Competition 
in Myrtle 
Beach, SC. 
 
The Sym-
phonic Band 
was awarded 
a “Superior 
Rating.” 

Congratulations to our soon-to-be-wed 
Director and his bride-to-be, Tiffany 
Greco. Mr. Williams and Ms. Greco 
will celebrate their wedding on June 3. 

Ms. Greco is an accomplished flutist. 
She graduated in May from George 
Mason University with a Bachelors 
degree in Music Education and looks 
forward to teaching elementary gen-
eral music in the fall. 

Please join us in welcoming Tiffany to 
the Yorktown Music family! 



Yorktown High School Band 

Mailing Address Line 1 
Mailing Address Line 2 
Mailing Address Line 3 
Mailing Address Line 4 
Mailing Address Line 5 

This way UP 
 

Stamp Here ! 

Yorktown High School Band 
Arlington, Virginia 

Can’t remember the practice schedule? 
When do you have to be there? 
Hey, did the schedule change or 

what? 
 
 

Check the YHS Band  
Calendar! 

 

http://yorktownband.org/
Calendar.htm 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Ben Williams 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@cox.net 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 N. 28th Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 

 

Name incorrect or needs updating? 
Please email yorktownbands@cox.net 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 

MB=Marching Band SB=Symphonic Band CB=Concert Band All= Symphonic and Concert Bands 

May 
 24 W “Jazz on the Lawn”, 6 pm 
 25 Th Tri-M Society Ceremony & Recital, 6 pm 
 29 M Holiday 
 30 T All – Spring Band Concert & Awards, 7 pm 

June 
 3 S Mr. Williams Gets Married Today! 
 12 M Mandatory Parents/Booster Meeting, 7 pm, auditorium 
 12-15 M-Th Section Leader Clinics, Interviews, Auditions, 3:15 pm 
 22 Th Graduation (orchestra winds only), 3 pm 
August 
 1,3 T, Th Rookie Pre-Camp practice 
 8-10 T-Th MB – Pre-Camp practice 
 13-18 S-F MB – Marching Band Camp, Mercersburg, PA 

Pssst:  End-of-year edition, featuring photos from Myrtle Beach! 

Pssst:  End-of-year edition, featuring photos from Myrtle Beach! 


