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TAKE NOTE:   

• All-District Band 
Auditions Sat, Jan. 7, 
at Oakton High School 

• Second Spring Trip 
Payment due Thu., 
Jan. 26 

• Parents Meeting Mon., 
Feb 6, 7pm 

• As always — 
Band practice, rehearsals, 
and events are required 
activities; if you plan to 
miss a band activity, you 
must submit an  
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) to have 
the absence approved 
and duly noted ☺… 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 

March 10, Symphonic 
Band on March 11. These 
performances will take place 
at George Marshall High 
School. 

As we begin our preparations, 
please encourage your child to 
practice and continue to de-
velop their individual playing. 
To continue to improve as a 
group, it is imperative that we 
improve as individuals. 

Should you have any questions 
or concerns, feel free to con-
tact me by e-mail, yorktown-
bands@cox.net, or by calling 
the band office at 703-228-
5370. I look forward to seeing 
you at our next booster 
meeting on February 6th. 

Regards, 
BJW 

Welcome to 2006! It is my sin-
cere wish that the New Year be a 
successful and peaceful one to 
you all. Of course the band pro-
gram will continue to stay busy as 
we go into the second semester. 
The Music Department has an-
nounced this year’s spring tour 
destination: Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina. We will be leaving on 
Thursday morning, April 20th, and 
will return on Sunday, April 23rd. 
The cost for the trip is $460 
which includes lodging, transpor-
tation, meals, festival fees, and 
attraction fees. The first pay-
ment of $50.00 was due on 
December 16th. The next pay-
ment of $205 is due January 26th. 
Please view the “Travel Info” link 
on the band website for more 
information. Please make every 
effort to meet payment deadlines 

so that we may meet our obliga-
tions as a group on time. Specific 
details about the trip will be 
discussed at our next booster 
meeting in February. 

On January 23rd through 26th, 
mid-term exams and auditions 
for the ’06-’07 school year will 
take place. Information and re-
quirements will be posted on 
the website. 

Both bands will now begin focus-
ing on their spring program 
agenda. Yorktown will host the 
Pre-Festival Pyramid Con-
cert on February 22 at 
6:00pm in which Yorktown and 
our feeder middle school bands 
will perform. This performance 
will be a “practice run-through” 
for the District XII Band Fes-
tival: Concert Band on 

From the Top  Ben Williams, Director of Bands 

Band Members, Parents, Alumni, and Patrons: 

Moving On … Musically! 

This issue we interview three 
Class of 2004 Yorktown Band 
students to find out how music 
has helped them succeed. 

Patrick Carlson 
Patrick found that having four 
years of band showed college 
admission staffs that he had 
dedication. Even though he 
made it clear in his applications 
that he did not want to focus 
on music in college, staying 
committed to an activity as in-
volved as band gave his applica-
tion a step up. Band gave him a 
lot of material for college appli-
cations – he recorded a CD of 

euphonium solos and a CD of 
piano solos, which he sent out 
to the colleges. He was also 
able to reference lessons he had 
learned in band in several of his 
essays. 

Now that Patrick is a sopho-
more at the University of Vir-
ginia, he participates in the 
Cavalier Marching Band and the 
basketball/lacrosse bands, for 
which he receives class credit 
and money. He spent a semes-
ter doing University Singers, 
which is the top a cappella 
group at school.  

The Cavalier Marching Band is a 
completely different experience 

from high school, Patrick re-
ports. “Leadership at UVa con-
siders that all the members are 
responsible adults, so we get a 
lot more freedom. For band 
camp, we are put up in a hotel, 
get catering, clothing, and eve-
ning activities for free. 

“It’s going from a high school 
band where we spent hours 
learning to ‘cover down,’ 
whereas in the college band our 
number one objective is pump-
ing up 63,000 fans in the sta-
dium. We also get more oppor-
tunity to meet great musicians 
like the Temptations Review, Al 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Chez (trumpet for David Letterman), Pat Sheridan (tuba), and others.” 

Patrick is applying to UVa’s Commerce School and considering a minor in computer sci-
ence. Both Patrick and his sister Bonnie, Yorktown class of 2005, are in the Cavalier March-
ing Band. 

Joanna Lundquist 
After successfully applying and being accepted to Virginia Tech, Joanna knows without a 
doubt that the Yorktown Band helped her to get in to college. “A college looks for a well-
rounded person; someone who is successful in his/her academic as well social life,” notes 
Joanna. Joanna was in the Yorktown Band program for all four years of high school: one 
year in Concert Band and three years in both Symphonic Band and the Marching Band. 
When filling out her college application, being in band meant she actually had something to 
write down under "Extracurricular Activities," thus demonstrating that she was a well-
rounded person, and that they should accept her to their school. Being a section leader in 
the Yorktown Band also gave Joanna some leadership experience, which has helped her in 
college. 

Joanna is now a rank captain, which is the equivalent of a 
section leader in YHS Band, for the Marching Virginians. 
The Marching Virginians have over 330 students (from 

freshmen to graduate students) who march on the field, including over 20 sousaphones, 3 
feature twirlers, and 5 people who march bells (they have no pit). They learn 5 or 6 different 
shows every football season and perform at every home game. The Marching Virginians go to 
nearly every away game with VT’s football team, including last year's Sugar Bowl in New Or-
leans, which VT paid for a plane to take the marching band down and back, paid for their ho-
tel, and paid them (plus they got free tickets into the game)! 

“Needless to say,” says Joanna, “college marching band has some bigger perks than high 
school. I am a music minor, take private lessons (free!), and play in the Symphonic Band for 
Tech. My continuous involvement in band and leadership experience will carry over to the 
work world on my resume and in my job, because I have shown that I put in effort and am a 
dedicated person. Marching band is also good to build connections; we constantly get emails 
from our director advertising for a job available with a former Marching Virginian at a com-
pany she/he works for. Also, band directors give fantastic recommendations! No matter what 
school you choose (even if it's one of those other Virginia schools), I strongly encourage you 
to stay with band throughout college, because you never know where it will take you.” 

Joanna’s major is International Studies with a focus in Business. Her minors are Music and Spanish. 

Regan Young 
Regan Young is a United States Marine who plays the oboe, English horn, saxophone, and 
guitar for the United States Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Band stationed in 
29 Palms, CA. He plays in the Field Drill Band, Symphonic Band, Jazz Band, Combo Band, 
and the Woodwind Quintet. Corporal and Concertmaster Young is part of the premiere 
Combat Center Band, which has played all around the country (including Hollywood, NFL 
games, and the Rose Bowl Parade), many times on national television. Over 1.5 million 
people attended the Hollywood Christmas Parade and additional 7 million watched it on 
TV. Many millions of people around the world watched the New Year’s Rose Bowl Pa-
rade. His Combat Center Band is looking forward to prospective trips to locations such 
as the White House in Washington, D.C., and Scotland in 2006. 

Regan started his Marine Corps career by receiving a command to run off of a bus into 
the dark, surrounded by Drill Instructors screaming and shouting, "correcting" him. Every 
member of the Combat Center Band is completely combat trained and on duty twenty-
four hours a day. If they aren't playing half a dozen gigs a day, they are rehearsing for the 
next one. Regan never actually had any intentions of playing for the Marine Band when he 
enlisted, but while he was in boot camp, a band recruiter heard that he played different 
instruments, such as the oboe. Shortly after, the recruiter pulled Regan out of training to 
be auditioned, interviewed, and selected to be part of the musical ambassadors of Amer-
ica's finest fighting force. After being selected, he received the orders to report back to 
“hell.” 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Money Matters 
As you have seen and read, 
the fall marching season was a 
resounding success. At a cost 
of over $35,000 for the week-
long camp experience, trans-
portation, our wonderful in-
structors and the fabulous 
show material, this program 
wouldn’t happen without your 
support on and off the field.  

The first Spring trip payment 
of $50 was due December 16. 
All students were asked to 

make this payment to reserve 
a place. You will be sent a bill 
for the second and third pay-
ment that will reflect any indi-
vidual fundraising credits you 
have. If you have not received 
a bill by the time the second 
payment is due on January 26, 
please email the treasurer 
Laura Triggs at yorktownband-
money@verizon.net   

Remember that once you have 
reserved your place, we have 

certain financial obligations for 
buses and hotels and events 
whether you go on the trip or 
not, so we cannot make re-
funds and all payments are 
expected to be made once 
you reserve your place.  

Winter Guard members: You 
will be billed in two or three 
installments for the portion of 
Winter Guard not covered by 
fundraising.  

Hospitality Tables 
The Yorktown Band Boosters 
will sponsor a “Hospitality 
Table” during intermissions at 
the Pyramid Pre-Festival Con-
cert, Wednesday, February 
22, at 7:00 p.m., and the 
Spring Band Concert and 
Awards Ceremony, Tuesday, 
May 30, at 7:00 p.m. 

The “Hospitality Table” is a 

fundraising opportunity. 
Cookies, brownies, and soft 
drinks are provided during 
intermission and after the 
concert. Cash donations to 
the YHS band are accepted 
(We collected over $170 at 
the Winter Concert .)  

Judging by the variety of cook-
ies and brownies available at 

the Winter Concert, York-
town band families know how 
to deliver the baked goods. 

If you would like to provide 
baked or purchased treats for 
the upcoming events, please 
contact Laura Fox at foxgil-
man@yahoo.com or by tele-
phone at (202) 619-0532. 

Concert Band – On the Inside         By Michael ’07 and Carla ‘09 Manger  

What’s going on in Concert Band? Well, as much as one would expect from a 
high school band. We have been rehearsing, practicing rhythms, and learning 
about music in general. Half of the Wednesday block periods are sometimes 
used for taking notes on musical theory and principle, while the remainder is 
used for rehearsal. During the final days before a concert, however, the entire 
hour and a half is used for the rehearsal and fine tuning of the pieces being 
prepared. 

For the rescheduled Winter Band Concert, due to time restrictions, we only 
got to play three of our original four pieces. The four pieces we were plan-
ning to play were “Midnight Sleigh Ride,” “Patapan,” “Silent Night,” and 
“Russian Sailor’s Dance.” “Russian Sailor’s Dance” was cut from the program 
for time reasons. The band took a last minute vote on which piece not to 
play. We are planning to play the piece in the Spring Concert, so not to 
worry.  

In our opinion, the Concert Band is a good group to be with. We’re not say-
ing we are as perfect as we possibly could be, but we are working hard on it!  

EMAIL LIST 
 

Calling all emails! 
 

If you haven't received 
email about Band Events, 
then you’re not on Mr. 

Williams' email list. Please 
email Mr. Williams at 

yorktownbands@cox.net 
with your email address 
and the name of your 

child. 

Mark your 
Calendars: 

 
Monday,  

February 6, 
7 pm 

In the auditorium 
 

Parents Meeting to 
discuss Spring 

Trip arrangements 

Before arriving at the Combat Center Band, Regan was required to complete Marine basic 
training (boot camp), Marine combat training, and the Armed Forces School of Music. In each 
training environment, Regan graduated in the top five percent, as well as the top in his class at 
the school of music. "Yorktown Band not only helped me develop the skills I needed to be a 
Marine Musician, but also taught me how to interact with all sorts of people," says Regan.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Michael and Carla Manger  



 

 

MB=Marching Band SB=Symphonic Band CB=Concert Band All= Symphonic and Concert Bands 

January 
 7 Sat SB – (CB optional) District Band Auditions at Oakton 
   High School 
 14 Sat All – Mini band camp 
23-26 M-Th All – Band Mid-terms and Symphonic Auditions 
 26 Th Second Installment for Spring Trip due ($205) 

February 
 2-4 Th-S District Band Event (for District Band members) 
 6 M Parents Meeting (7pm) 
 22 Wed Pre-Festival Pyramid Concert 
 25 Sat VA Band & Orchestra Auditions (for District Band members) 

March 
 3 F Third Installment for Spring Trip due 
   ($205) 
 10 F CB – District XII Band Festival  
 11  S SB – District XII Band Festival  

April 
20-23 Th-S All – Spring Trip to Myrtle Beach, NC 
   . 
   . 
   . 
August 
13-18 S-F MB – Marching Band Camp, Mercers 
   burg, PA 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 

Yorktown High School Band 

 

Name incorrect or needs updating? 
Please email yorktownbands@cox.net 

Yorktown High School Band 
Arlington, Virginia 

Can’t remember the practice schedule? 
When do you have to be there? 
Hey, did the schedule change or 

what? 
 
 

Check the YHS Band  
Calendar! 

 

http://yorktownband.org/
Calendar.htm 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Ben Williams 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@cox.net 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

for the latest updates. 
Have you checked today? 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 N. 28th Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 

 


