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Yorktown High School 

2014 is turning out to be a year of firsts for the Yorktown Band. On Janu-
ary 25th we had the privilege of hosting our first ever Essentially Ellington 
Regional High School Jazz Band Festival (inside, pages 2-3) in collabora-
tion with Jazz at Lincoln Center. The band has commissioned an original 
work for the first time in Yorktown’s history, and will be premiering the 
composition on May 21st with the U.S. Army Brass Quintet as guest artists 
(another first!). The Arlington band directors have decided to host the 
first ever percussion ensemble concert on April 1st, which will feature a 
performance and clinics by George Mason University. We’ll be traveling 
to Nashville, Tennessee for the first time, and will also be taking ensem-
bles to the University of Virginia and Virginia Tech for clinics for the first 
time. And last but certainly not least, Yorktown is home to the first music 
department in Arlington to ever have been named a Grammy Signature 
School semi-finalist. 
 I have no doubt that new and exciting “firsts” will continue to roll 
our way, because this is a program that continues to seek excellence in 
new ways and in new places. It is a program whose students push them-
selves musically as well as academically, and are supported by parents 
and community members who care deeply about the band program with-
in Yorktown’s walls and the students who make such wonderful music. 
Thank you for your continuing encouragement of our young musicians, 
and stay tuned! Who knows what will be our next first? (Maybe this is my 
chili’s year to win the People’s Choice Award!) 

GET TO KNOW THE STAFF 

 J.D. Slaughter is the Assistant Director of the Marching Band and Unit Di-
rector and founder of Yorktown Indoor Percussion. He has worked with York-

town ensembles since 2006, primarily under the 
ensemble music and visual captions. Outside of 
Yorktown, JD is a leadership and talent consultant 
at Korn/Ferry International. 

JD has taught marching bands and indoor percus-
sion ensembles in Northern Virginia and West 
Tennessee since 2002 and is the Visual Caption 
Head for the 2012 PIO World Champion and 2013 
PIW Finalist George Mason University Indoor 
Drumline. 
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DATES 

District Assessments 

 March 15—Wakefield HS 

Percussion Concert 

 April 1 —Wakefield HS 

Spring Trip 

 April 24-27, Nashville 

Chili Cook-off 

 May  3, 2:00—4:30 pm 

Marching Band 

 May 29 & June 3—

reading sessions 

Band Camp at  

Mercerburg 

 

 August 10-15, 2014 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

YORKTOWN BAND NEWS 



The 2013 Poinsettia Sale raised $14,000 this year! That amount is the largest 
in at least the past three years! Also, more students participated in the fund-
raiser this year compared to last year, and about a dozen amazing students 
sold between $800-$1,500 individually.  
 Thank you to all of the students from our music programs (Concert 
Band, Symphonic Band, Color Guard, Jazz Combo, and Big Band) who helped 
with selling plants, unloading plants, sorting plants, and delivering plants. 
 We also would like to thank our many parent volunteers who assisted 
with order counting, money counting, sorting plants and overseeing pick-up of 
plants. We truly couldn't have done it with-
out you!  
 The money raised will offset the cost 
of the Spring Trip for each student in addi-
tion to supporting other band needs such as 
clinicians and instrument/equipment pur-
chase and maintenance. Congratulations 
again to everyone who helped with this suc-
cessful event!  
 Finally, the Poinsettia Fundraiser 
committee chair positions are open for the 
2014-2015 year. Please contact either Nicole 
(703-533-9319) or Diane (703-533-0612) if 
you are interested in taking over this project. 

About the Music 
 
The blue boxes on pages 
2,4, and 5 highlight the 
music for the upcoming 
Concert and Symphonic 
Band Performances. 
 
Norman Dello Joio – 
Satiric Dances 
Performance: February 
20 & March 15, Sym-
phonic Band 
 
While Satiric Dances 
originated as music writ-
ten for the background of 
a Comedy by Aristopha-
nes, the piece was com-
missioned by the Concord 
Band (Massachusetts) to 
commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the events 
in Concord of 1775. Does 
the name Aristophanes 
sound familiar? Well, in 
2011, the Yorktown 
Marching Band show 
concept, Desperately 
Seeking Symmetry, was 
based off Plato’s The 
Symposium; in which 
Aristophanes presents his 
story about soul mates! 
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POINSETTIA SALE—ANOTHER GREAT YEAR! 

Inaugural Essentially Ellington at YHS 

Pictured with event host, Brian Bersh, are adjudicators:  

Alan Baylock, Bob Stewart, and Bryan Kidd (left to right) 

 Outstanding Band, Albemarle High School 

(pictured below), opened the evening concert for the U.S. 

Army Blues. 

tel:703-533-9319
tel:703-533-0612


Tri-M (Modern Music Masters) is a national music honor society run by 
the National Association for Music Education. Yorktown’s branch was 
started last year and is comprised of eager and enthusiastic students 
who are a part of Yorktown’s music department. Tri-M focuses primari-
ly on community outreach and encouraging young musicians, with a 
focus on enhancing participation in, knowledge of, and goodwill toward 
the music program.  
 As a part of this mission, Tri-M has arranged Friday morning 
performances in Yorktown’s atrium in order to pique the interest of the 
Yorktown community and to create a stronger musical presence at our 
school. Currently, Tri-M is also working toward arranging community 
performances in retirement homes and other community venues, such 
as the Westover Farmer’s market, which members of the Marching 
Band performed at earlier this year.  
 Members of Tri-M also play a role in recruiting for the music 
department. In order to welcome members to Yorktown’s wonderful 
music family, Tri-M wrote letters to middle school students explaining 
a little about what high school band is all about and invited them to 
play with Yorktown’s symphonic band. In addition, Tri-M members are 
working on arranging lessons or mini-clinics with elementary and mid-
dle school musicians. The members of Yorktown’s chapter of Tri-M 
look forward to continuing the promotion of musical excellence at 
Yorktown and within our community.  
 
Story by—Julia Payne, Yorktown Chapter Co-President.   For additional 
information about Tri-M contact Mr. Bersh or Julia Payne. 

TRI-M:  ADVANCING MUSIC AND SERVICE 
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Chili Cook-off 
 
It is never too early to start testing 
out new recipes for the 3rd Annual 
Band Chili Cook off! 
 
DATE:  May 3, 2014 
 
TIME:  2:00—4:30 PM 
 
PLACE: YHS cafeteria 
 

 Admission is free!   

 Delicious homemade chili  

 Live music (Big Band, Jazz 
Combo, YHS Staff Ensem-
ble, etc.) featuring YHS 
students and teachers.  

 Fun Activities:  Moon 
Bounce and a Silent Auc-
tion.  

 Tickets will be sold for chili
-tasting and other activi-
ties.  

 Registration forms for chili 
competitors will be due by 
Tuesday, April 22.  

 
Stay tuned-- more information 

to come! 
 
 

 

ESSENTIALLY ELLINGTON: PERFORMANCES, CLINICS & FUN 

On January 25, Yorktown, in 

collaboration with Jazz at 

Lincoln Center, hosted an 

Essentially Ellington Region-

al High School Jazz Band Fes-

tival. This festival featured 

some of the top high school 

ensembles in the region, and 

included post-performance 

clinics and section-specific 

workshops by members of the 

Army Blues, in addition to 

adjudication 

from jazz pros 

(pictured pg 2).   

The event culmi-

nated with a per-

formance by the 

U.S. Army Blues 

(pictured right). 
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OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND—BEYOND YHS WALLS 

Yorktown band students have rich 
opportunities to engage and enrich 
their musical experiences beyond 
the walls of school.  Membership 
in honor ensembles are by audi-
tion only, and place students un-
der the direction of nationally re-
nowned educators and conductors.  
Join in congratulating these talent-
ed students and read a few of their 
reflections on the experience. 
  
All Virginia Jazz Ensemble 
Jacob Dormuth, bass 
 
Senior Regional Orchestra 
Jacob Dormuth, bass 
Ben St. Pierre, tuba 
 
District 12 Wind Ensemble 
Katherine Lundy, oboe 
Nathan Rudman, trumpet 
Ben St. Pierre, tuba 
 
District 12 Symphonic Band 
Sarah Pinson, trumpet 
Megan Grieco, bassoon 
 
"My favorite part of district band 
would be being surrounded by in-
credible musicians and being able 
to learn some really cool music in a 

short amount of time. I also liked 
getting the opportunity to learn 
from a world-class conductor.” 
-Nathan Rudman, grade 12 
 
"The music was way harder than I 
expected . . . after the concert was 
over (it went really well actually) I 
was able to look back and be ex-
tremely proud of what I had ac-
complished. I had proved to myself 
that I was ready for the challenge 
and that I could adapt to a scenar-
io quickly.” 
-Katherine Lundy, grade 10 
 
"I really enjoyed the fact that eve-
ryone there was dedicated to the 
music. There was a vibe that you 
could feel in the room, that the 
music was everyone's number one 
priority, and everyone was laser 
focused. Additionally, everyone 
was really friendly, and it was easy 
to get along with people that I was 
around . . . District band was a 
great event, and I hope that more 
people from Yorktown will audi-
tion for it in the future!” 
-Ben St. Pierre, grade 11                                                                   
 

(continued page 6) 

About the Music 
 
Clifton Williams – Arioso 
Performance: March 13, Con-
cert Band 
 
Before becoming the Chair of 
Theory and Composition at 
the University of Miami, Clif-
ton Williams worked as a pro-
fessional horn player and a 
drum major in the Army Air 
Corps band.  
 
Does his name sound famil-
iar? Williams wrote Sym-
phonic Dance No. 3, “Fiesta,” 
a piece performed last spring 
by the Symphonic Band. After 
writing his first composition 
for band, Williams became 
the first ever recipient of the 
Oswalt Award (awarded to 
him in consecutive years, 
1956 & 1957), an award given 
annually by the American 
Bandmasters Association for 
a composition for concert 
band.  
 
Williams was also the teacher 
of noted composer John 
Barnes Chance – another fa-
miliar name? He wrote Varia-
tions on a Korean Folksong 
(being performed by Sym-
phonic Band this spring), a 
composition that also re-
ceived the Oswalt Award in 
1966. 

Color Guard 

Winter Clinics 

Informal Rehearsals 

Wednesday and Thurs-

day Evenings, 6:00—

8:00 pm through March.    

Spread the Word! 

Concert Band and Symphonic Band—After the Winter Concert 



About the Music 
 
Hector Berlioz – March to 
the Scaffold 
Performance: April 10, Com-
bined Bands 
 
The Symphonie Fantastique is 
a programmatic symphony 
that was written in five parts 
by French composer Hector 
Berlioz in 1830. It tells the sto-
ry of a gifted and imaginative 
artist who has poisoned him-
self in the depths of despair 
because of a hopeless love. The 
original score, for symphony 
orchestra, called for over 90 
instrumentalists, the most ever 
for its time!  
 
Berlioz provided a program to 
be spoken before each move-
ment to motivate the character 
and expression of the music. 
March to the Scaffold serves as 
the fourth movement of this 
major work (a movement he 
claims to have written in a sin-
gle night!): 
 
“Convinced that his love is un-
appreciated, the artist poisons 
himself with opium. The dose 
of narcotic, while too weak to 
cause his death, plunges him 
into a heavy sleep accompa-
nied by the strangest of vi-
sions. He dreams that he has 
killed his beloved, that he is 
condemned, led to the scaffold 
and is witnessing his own exe-
cution. As he cries for for-
giveness the effects of the nar-
cotic set in. He wants to hide 
but he cannot so he watches as 
an onlooker as he dies. The 
procession advances to the 
sound of a march that is some-
times sombre and wild, and 
sometimes brilliant and sol-
emn, in which a dull sound of 
heavy footsteps follows with-
out transition the loudest out-
bursts. At the end of the 
march, the first four bars of the 
idée fixe reappear like a final 
thought of love interrupted by 
the fatal blow when his head 
bounced down the steps.” 

“Breath is the bridge which con-
nects life to consciousness; which 
unites your body to your 
thoughts...” –Thich Nhat Hanh 
 The above quote serves 
as the foundation and the inspi-
ration for Yorktown Indoor Per-
cussion’s 2014 program, 
“Breath.” Grounded in the con-
cept of mindfulness and pres-
ence, our show serves as a vehicle 
for performers and the audience 
to explore the manner in which 
their breathing can dictate mood, 
energy, attitude, and facilitate 
well-being.  
 Audience members will 
see yoga-influenced body move-
ment and a color palette made up 
of cool and calming blues and 
grays. Sweeping, tranquil melod-
ic content in the vibraphones and 
synthesizers with warm ostinatos 
and arpeggios from the marimba 
voices in the beginning and end 
of the show are broken up by fast 
paced, staccato rhythms in the 
battery. These different feels sim-
ulate the deep intentional breath-

ing needed to be present and 
mindful versus the short, fast 
paced breathing that accompa-
nies anxiety and uncontrolled 
emotion. 
 This year’s ensemble has 
27 members and includes stu-
dents from Yorktown, Washing-
ton-Lee, and Wakefield High 
Schools, as well as Williamsburg, 
and Gunston Middle Schools. 
Our staff includes, J.D. Slaughter 
(Director), Nancy Hooper 
(Battery), Peter Ketcham-Colwill 
(Visual), Suzie Brooks (Cymbals), 
Alex Kluttz (Front Ensemble). 
 
Performances: 

 Feb. 8: West Potomac HS: 
6:20pm (pictured above) 

 Feb. 22: South County HS: 
Time TBD 

 March 8: Woodbridge HS: 
Time TBD 

 March 27 (Thursday): 
YORKTOWN HS: 7:30pm 

 March 29: Freedom HS: 
Time TBD 

 

YORKTOWN INDOOR PERCUSSION 
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GET TO KNOW THE STAFF 

Peter Ketcham-Colwill is the Brass Caption 
Head for the Yorktown Marching Band, is an 
adjunct instructor for the Yorktown Big Band, 
and teaches within the visual caption for the 
Indoor Percussion Ensemble. Peter has 
worked with Yorktown ensembles since 2006. 

Peter has a minor in Jazz Performance from 
Princeton University, and is currently enrolled 
in Law School at The George Washington Uni-
versity. 



SPECIAL EVENT—SAVE THE DATE 

On May 21, 2014, Yorktown’s symphonic band and U.S. Army Brass 
Quintet (pictured below) will premiere an original composition by com-
poser Bryce Owen. The composition, being commissioned by the 
Yorktown Band through the support of a grant provided by the Wolf 
Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts, will commemorate the 10-
year anniversary of the Space Shuttle Columbia disaster, in remem-

brance of the 
seven crew 
members who 
perished dur-
ing re-entry – 
including 
Yorktown al-
um, U.S. Navy 
Captain, and 
NASA Astro-
naut, David 
Brown.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Beyond the  
Yorktown Walls 

 
VCU Jazz Day is a Jazz Im-
provisation & Combo Work-
shop for High School Stu-
dents. The day features mas-
ter classes by jazz faculty, 
combo rehearsals under the 
direction of professional mu-
sicians, and performances by 
VCU faculty & students.   
Two Yorktown students 
share their thoughts on the 
day: 
 
"It was cool to play with oth-
er very good musicians my 
age. The guys I played with 
were all phenomenal, espe-
cially the piano player . . . I 
just wish we had more time 
to play together as a group, 
because that was the best 
part.”  
-Jacob Dormuth, grade 10 
 
“It was a really awesome ex-
perience, had a great time 
and met some extraordinari-
ly talented musicians.” 
-Luke Jennings, grade 10 
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WINTER CONCERT 

Family and friends shared an evening of music  in December per-

formed by the Yorktown Bands:  the Concert Band, Symphonic Band, 

Jazz Band, and Jazz combo.   The Percussion Ensemble made its de-

but (pictured below).    

Get to Know Bryce Owen 
 
Bryce Owen is a composer and tubist who recently com-
pleted his Masters of Composition degree at George Ma-
son University. He received his BA in music performance 
in 2009 at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, VA. There, he 
studied tuba with William Petersen and composition with 
James Miley, currently professor of jazz studies at 
Willamette University in Salem, Oregon. At George Ma-
son, Bryce studied tuba with Andrew Hitz, formerly of the 
Boston Brass, and composition with Professor Mark Cam-
phouse and Dr. Jesse Guessford. 
As a composer, Bryce draws influence from any form of 
music that simply "feels right," regardless of genre, style, 

historical period, or performance medium. Duke Ellington 
said it perfectly: "If it sounds good, it IS good." There's no 
better way to enjoy an artistic creation than to let it speak 
to you, intimately, and draw you completely into it. Bryce 
hopes to instill this same mindset in anyone who listens to 
his music. He has written original works for wind band, 
sax quartet, solo performer and piano, tuba duet, and 
small chamber ensembles with varied instrumentation. 
Recently, Bryce had the honor of co-composing When Pet-
als Fall, a new work for wind band and brass quintet 
premiered in May of 2013 by the Westfield High School 
wind symphony of Chantilly, VA. The three-movement 
work celebrated the 125th Tournament of Roses held in 
Pasadena, CA.  


