
From the Top  Brian Coffill, Director of Bands 

Parents, Students, and Alumni: 

 

Greetings to the Yorktown High School band com-
munity! For those of you that have not met me yet, 
my name is Brian Coffill, and I am thrilled to begin the 
school year at Yorktown. I hail from the small town of 
Litchfield, CT, and attended the University of Con-
necticut, graduating 
with degrees in 
both Music and 
Education. While 
there, I studied 
French horn and 
performed with 
many ensembles on 
various instru-
ments including the 
University Wind 
Ensemble, Sym-
phony Orchestra, 
Jazz Ensemble, and 
Collegium Musi-
cum, an early mu-
sic ensemble. In 
addition, I was a member of the Pride of Connecticut, 
the University of Connecticut Marching Band, march-
ing mellophone on the field before being named Head 
Drum Major for my final two seasons. I also played for 
the UConn Pep Band, riding all the way to the 2004 
Men’s Basketball Final Four in San Antonio, TX. 

I have had many exciting musical experiences and 
hope to use them to enrich the entire Yorktown band 
community. We have a great year ahead of us, featur-
ing challenging, engaging music that will expand our 
musical skills, both in the concert and marching set-
tings. I look forward to meeting all of the students in 
the program and beginning a busy, fruitful year. 

My time in Arling-
ton preparing for the 
year has been stream-
lined tremendously via 
help from Yorktown’s 
Band Booster pro-
gram, chaired by 
Alden and Carolyn 
Hart. Our recent band 
camp at Mercersburg, 
PA, would not have 
been such a success 
without the assistance 
of the many parents 
that accompanied us. I 
invite all parents to 
attend our first meeting of the year on Monday, Sep-
tember 8, at 7 pm in the Yorktown cafeteria. 

The Yorktown Marching Patriots led the winning 
charge with our first performance at Yorktown vs. 
Wilson on August 28th. We will rehearsal each 
Wednesday evening of September and October 
from 6:30-8:30 pm.  

      We perform at Yorktown vs. Madison on Fri-
day, September 5th. Then Saturday, September 
6th will feature a Mini-Band Camp from 9 am to 1 
pm, followed by a final performance and an Ice Cream 
Social. Please consult the calendar later in the issue for 
further September dates, including our first competi-
tion. 

The 2008-2009 school year looks to be an excel-
lent year for all involved in the Yorktown High School 
Band program. Please feel free to contact me at my 
office phone, 703.228.5370, or via email, yorktown-
bands@gmail.com. Also, keep an eye on the York-
town Bands website, yorktownband.org, for both 
important news and a few new changes. See you in the 
band room!    

Best,  
—Brian Coffill 

August 25, 2008  

We’re on the Web! 
Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 
for the latest updates. 

Have you checked today? 

Yorktown Band 
Newsletter TAKE NOTE:   

• Mini Band Camp, Turf, 
Sat., Sep 6, 9 am 
— performance at 1 pm 

• Band Boosters' Meet-
ing, cafeteria, Mon., Sep 
8, 7 pm 

• Band/Guard Car 
Wash, Shell, Sat., Sep 13, 
10 am - 2 pm 

• Home Game vs Stuart, 
Fri., Sep 19 

• USSBA Competition, 
Westminster, MD, Sat., 
Sep 20 

• As always — Band prac-
tice and events are re-
quired activities; if you 
plan to miss one, you must 
submit in advance an 
Attendance Variance 
Request (AVR) from the 
band Web site ☺ 
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Upon learning that we would be drum 
majors for the upcoming marching sea-
son, Kelly and I were extremely excited 
even though we didn’t quite know what 
to expect. We had seen many different 
drum majors during our years at York-
town, such as Colin Mannes, Taylor 
Triggs, and (most recently) Leah Stricker, 
and thought we had a general under-
standing of what being a “drum major” 
entailed. 

We were in 
for quite a sur-
prise. 

George N. 
Parks’ Drum Ma-
jor Academy, 
headed by 
George N. Parks 
himself, provided 
Kelly and me 
with a vast num-
ber of skills that 
we are still con-
tinuing to imple-
ment at every 
rehearsal. The 
camp, located at 
West Chester University in Pennsylvania, 
ran for an intensive six days. Our sched-
ules were completely jam-packed, as we 
spent our time attending lectures by Dr. 
Tim Lautzenheiser on how to be both a 
successful and positive leader; learning 
about the correct execution and instruc-
tion of basic marching fundamentals from 
the illustrious Frederick Omega Pye; 
commanding and drilling mini-squadrons 
with a focus on individual details; and, of 
course, conducting! The camp really 
taught us a lot about ourselves as leaders 

by consistently pushing us 
out of our comfort zone. 

As soon as drum major 
camp was over, Kelly and I 
began to get ready for our 
regular band camp. Our 
meetings with Mr. Coffill, 
the new band director, re-
vealed that he was just as 
excited as we were! When 
we finally arrived to camp, I 
quickly found that although 
George N. Parks had pre-
pared us well, some things 
can only be learned through 
experience. There wasn’t a single day at 
Mercersburg where I didn’t learn some-
thing new—and, to be quite honest, I’m 
still learning about what it means to be a 
“drum major” every time I step out onto 
the field. 

The standards for our band have been 
set high this year, and I look forward to 

reaching all of our goals as we maintain a 
Yorktown tradition of excellence. 

—Laura Mansilla 
August 22, 2008 

Steppin’ Out   Laura Mansilla & Kelly McCoy, Drum Majors 
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We are delighted to begin serving as co-
presidents of the Yorktown Band Boosters 
organization. When our son was a freshman 
last year, the band and the boosters provided 
us with a ready-made community of talented 
and interesting people—now friends—and 
we hope it’s the same for all of you! 
Whether you are a new band parent or old, 
please join in the wonderful experiences 
offered by the YHS band program. 

We are looking forward to a great year 
for the Yorktown Band. There is so much 
fresh energy in the new Director of Bands, 
Mr. Brian Coffill—he has already made a 
great start with the Marching Band, and is full 
of ideas and plans to take our students far-
ther than ever before. And there will be the 
huge challenge of preparing for and coping 
with the move(s) necessitated by the YHS 
renovation! So we have a lot on our plates 
this year, for sure. 

To learn about what’s coming up, plan to 
attend the first fall Band Boosters’ meet-
ing at 7 pm on Monday, September 8, in 
the school cafeteria. Director Brian Coffill 
and Band Boosters’ volunteers will discuss 
upcoming Marching, Symphonic, Concert 
Band and Color Guard events and answer 
parents’ questions. The agenda will include a 
very short update on YBB business, an up-
date on construction plans and how they will 
impact the music programs, presentation of a 
wide variety of volunteer opportunities, and, 
most importantly, a chance to meet and lis-
ten to Mr. Coffill. Please mark your calendars 
and come to this important meeting. 

The band website, yorktownband.org is a 
great way to keep current on what’s going 
on. The website contains calendars, forms, 
news, contacts, and other information. We 
are so grateful to the volunteers and staff 
who keep this critical information link up-to-
date for all of us. How else could we keep 

track of all the competitions, Friday night 
football games, fundraising projects, and 
other activities? Also please be sure you are 
signed up to receive band information emails. 
If you are not receiving them now, please 
email Mr. Coffill, yorktownbands@gmail.com, 
with your email address. (Note the change in 
this email address from the one used last 
year – @gmail.com is the new address.) 

Once again, the Yorktown Marching Patri-
ots had a tremendous band camp in Mercers-
burg, Pennsylvania, August 10-15. Mr. Coffill 
felt that it went “extremely well” and was a 
very productive, very successful camp. Those 
fortunate enough to be able to chaperone 
during the week saw how hard the students 
worked and how much fun they had, as well. 
Mr. Coffill demonstrated great sportsmanship 
by letting himself be initiated along with the 
large group of “rookies” this year. Mercers-
burg Academy is a beautiful location, with 
terrific facilities, and so much gets accom-
plished in one short week – it’s truly impres-
sive. Mr. Coffill led the band’s work, with 
eight additional instructors focused on drill, 
percussion, pit, woodwinds, and brass—while 
Chris Roland led the guard’s progress. The 
Marching Patriots’ show this year, Latin Fu-
sion, is visually and musically exciting, and a 
great showcase for our talented mu-
sicians and guard members.  

On behalf of all band and guard 
members, families, and staff, we 
would like to thank Patty Petroc-
cione, Volunteer Coordinator, and all 
the chaperones who made band 
camp possible. There are many, many 
more opportunities ahead for volun-
teering. We need chaperones at 
games, festivals and competitions, 
hospitality hosts at performances, 
people to help coordinate and ac-
company the ensembles on the 

Spring Trip, and of course volunteers to lead 
and “staff” a wide assortment of fundraising 
initiatives. For example, our first Car Wash 
will be on Saturday, September 13th, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Shell Station, 
5630 Lee Hwy, at Kensington, diagonally 
across from Joe’s Pizza. 

Please find the opportunities that suit your 
interests and your schedule the best, and 
pitch in!  

Money raised by the Yorktown Band 
Boosters supports the purchase of instru-
ments, equipment, and uniforms; transporta-
tion; and helps defray the costs of perform-
ances, festivals, and competitions. One use of 
Band Boosters’ revenue is to aid families who 
need financial assistance with band fees to 
enable their child to participate in the band 
or guard. We are committed to the idea that 
financial means should never be a barrier to 
participation. Please spread the word so that 
Yorktown’s programs can grow.  

Feel free to ask questions of any of us in 
the Band Boosters organization. We look 
forward to seeing you this fall! 

—Carolyn & Alden Hart,   
co-Presidents 

August 24, 2008  

Presidents’ Notes  Carolyn and Alden Hart  

Committee Chairs 
President: Carolyn & Alden Hart 
Treasurer: Steve Black  
Fund Raising VP: Sandy Brody, Hunter Moore 
Poinsettias: Michelle Trahan, Jackie Scott 
eScrip: Lisa Campbell & Mike Grieco 
Car Wash: Jamie Brigagliano 
Uniforms: Donice Gilliland, Becky Ellison,  

Joan McKown 
Newsletter: Mary Roos, Bill Johnson 
Concert Programs: Kate Linton, David Coia 

Band Boosters’ Contacts 2008-2009 

Volunteers: Patty Petroccione 
Public Relations: Pam Donahoe 
Hospitality: Lisa Campbell, ______________ 
Supplies, Purchasing: Mary Kelley 
Photography: Elizabeth Locke, Bill Johnson 
PTA Liaisons: Patty Petroccione, ______________ 
Spring Trip Co-Chairs:  Mary Kelley, Rachel Warner 
Equipment Transportation:  Steve Black, Lee Ebert, Bob Risney 
E-mail Communication:  Mary Roos 
Web Site Assistance:    Mike Grieco 
Renovation Liason:  Jim Taylor 
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• We love being a part of our son's life; it goes by so quickly 
and it is really important to be in touch during the high 
school years. It really reinforces the idea to them that this 
organization is a full fledged community within the school—
for the students, and for 
the parents who get in-
volved too. We think it 
validates the importance 
of the activity for our son 
if we can give our time to 
it as well. Plus, it is fun to 
be involved with such nice 
people! (senior parents) 

• I volunteer for band be-
cause it's a great way to 
stay connected with 
what's going on at school, 
and support something 
that's important to my child—without hovering too much 
or asking too many questions :-) (mother of sophomore) 

• It gives me a good excuse to hang out with my kids and get 
to know some of their friends. Also, I've enjoyed getting to 
know the other parents. (mother of senior) 

• I must say that I really enjoyed my volunteer time last night 
chaperoning a football game for Marching Band! It was a 
first for me as a band parent. It was my daughter's first high 
school performance on the field in front of her peers. It 
was indeed a rush and I must admit....I have the "fever" 
now...band fever that is! (mother of a Marching Band rookie)  

• The friends they'll make and the lessons they learn in a 
great band program will stay with them the rest of their 
lives. We did what we could to help so staff and members 
could concentrate on teaching life lessons and making great 
memories. (from the parents of a "still marching" graduate) 

• I had an opportunity to be a part of something that was 
really important to my daughter, got to know the friends 
she was hanging out with, and also met lots of really nice 
parents. (mother of a recent graduate) 

• I support whatever my son wants to do. (father of junior) 

• It was a "three-fer"—I was involved in something my daugh-
ter loved, it was a creative outlet, and I learned a whole lot 

about MS Publisher, which ended up being very useful for 
my next child's adventures... (a former Newsletter editor) 

• I volunteer for band because we learned from our older 
child, now out of col-
lege, how fast high 
school flies by. A sur-
prise bonus is that I 
got to know the band 
upperclassmen and 
saw where they went 
to college when they 
graduated, which is 
helping us figure out 
college choices with 
our band student now. 
(mother of senior) 

• It’s a good excuse 
for me to buy new lenses for my camera. (parent volunteer 
photographer) 

• It’s fun, and you’re part of your child’s life. As a chaperone, 
you go to interesting places. (father of senior) 

• I couldn't refuse my son's request to be a band trip chaper-
one. In fact, I was flattered he asked! (mom of a graduate) 

• I’m a band groupie, so when my daughter found out she had 
to attend band camp, I thought it might be interesting to tag 
along for a couple of days. Wow, I really under-estimated 
the experience. It was great! I got to see how hard they 
work, how much fun they have, and how much they grow 
as young adults. And it’s a great way to learn names! (parent 
of a junior) 

Note: Share with other parents your reasons for volunteering for band. Email your reasons to Director of Bands Brian Coffill,  
yorktownbands@gmail.com, and we'll add your comments to this article. You can use your first or full name, your  

initials, or remain anonymous if you'll supply us with a short description, for example, parent of junior. 

Why Be a YHS Band or Guard Parent Volunteer? 
Real Statements  

by Real Band & Guard Parents! 

mailto:yorktownbands@gmail.com
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College Connections…  Shamika Ranasinghe & Samantha Farris 

Shamika Ranasinghe, Yorktown ‘07  
 When I was trying to decide where I wanted to go to college, in 

the back of my mind I knew that I wanted to go to a Division I 
school. Not only did I want to attend a school that had great school 
spirit at sporting events, but my love for marching band also had a bit 
of an influence. I wanted to have the opportunity to be apart of a 260 
person group that would take the field every football game and per-
form in front of crowds as large as 60,000 people. The Cavalier 
Marching Band certainly provided me with the opportunity to do 
that. 

If I had to compare the Cavalier Marching Band to a high school 
marching band, I would have to say that they are significantly differ-
ent. While in high school you learn one show and perfect every as-
pect of it, the Cavalier Band performs a new show every game! 
Sometimes we have to learn a new show in just 4 rehearsals! As 
frightening as that sounds, I feel that being a part of the Yorktown 
Band prepared me for it. The discipline that I was taught on the field 
and all of the time spent doing fundamentals (in the hot sun for so 
many years at band camp) actually paid off because it set me apart 
from a lot of the other rookies. I was able to learn the shows easily 
and not worry about my marching or how I presented myself on the 
field. 

Not only did being in the Yorktown Band prepare me for college 
band, but it also helped me during the application process. I feel as if 
colleges like to see that students are passionate about the activities 
they are involved with. Being a section leader for two years, my in-
volvement in Tri-M as co-historian, and playing in the many ensem-
bles the school has to offer showed my dedication to the program 
and my passion for performance. I also believe that the recommenda-
tion that Mr. Williams wrote me definitely helped my application 
because it not 
only showed 
my leadership 
skills and in-
volvement in 
band, but it 
also came 
from a teacher 
whom I had 
for three years 
that really 
knew my 
strengths and 
weaknesses. 

Besides the Cavalier Marching Band, I am involved in both the 
Wind Ensemble and Concert Bands. It seems like I’m involved in a lot 
of music, but believe me I do have a life outside of band. I will be 
majoring in Environmental Science and possibly adding a second ma-
jor in Psychology. UVA is an academically challenging school so being 
a part of the various programs helped me to relax and keep up with 
something I love doing. I hope to see some of you future Cavaliers in 
the CMB! Wahoowa! 

—Shamika Ranasinghe 
August 8, 2008 

Samantha Farris, Yorktown ‘04 
When I was in high school, I loved band. However, I was never a 

huge fan of marching band. I almost didn’t do marching band in col-
lege, but the Yorktown band director at the time encouraged me to 
audition insisting that the Virginia Tech marching band director was 
the nicest guy in the world. Auditioning for the Marching Virginians 
(MVs) was the best decision I made 
going into college. Dave McKee, the 
director of the MVs, is one of the 
greatest guys I have ever met. All 
freshmen who audition have to have 
their picture taken on day one of 
band camp. Throughout band camp, 
Dave memorizes everyone’s picture 
and name. It is truly amazing. The 
MVs are much more laid back than 
high school marching band. We have 
fun, but we also work hard so that 
we are presentable at each football 
game. My fondest memories of the 
MVs always include going to bowl 
games (for free!), meeting great peo-
ple, and getting free paraphernalia 
and food. 

One of the great things about being in the MVs is that most of the 
members aren’t music majors. There is a combination of majors in 
the ensemble which leads to some great contacts. I was a chemistry 
major, and yet I made friends with architects, engineers, and business 
majors through the MVs. Being in the MVs helps when trying to find 
jobs or internships since there is an active and very helpful MV alumni 
association. Dave McKee is also a very good person to write letters 
of recommendation since he sees his students more often than most 
professors do. 

Virginia Tech is a great school for various reasons. The school 
offers many different majors which makes the student population 
very diverse. There are many fun activities to do on campus as well 
as great undergraduate research opportunities in accredited pro-
grams. Even though Virginia Tech is a large university, there is a 
strong sense of community. The town of Blacksburg is small, and 
everyone in the area lives and breathes the school colors of maroon 
and orange. After the April 16, 2007 shootings, the entire Virginia 
Tech community came together. Having lived through the April 16th 
tragedy, I know first-hand how close the Virginia Tech Hokies are. It 
was truly amazing and encouraging how everyone came together for 
free hugs and support. The strong sense of community is also very 
much reflected in the MVs. A beloved member of the MVs lost his life 
in the Virginia Tech shootings. The next marching season, the MVs 
came together emotionally in a way I had never seen before. We 
marched together and played music together like we always do, but 
we also cried together and hugged each other and helped each other 
stand strong. The MVs is a great ensemble that is worth the time and 
effort that goes into it. I strongly recommend any YHS band member 
to consider going to Virginia Tech and auditioning for the Marching 
Virginians. Trust me, you will not regret it one bit. 

—Samantha Farris 
August 20, 2008  

Note: College Connections is an ongoing series following the lives of Yorktown band graduates, whether they major in music or other 
fields. For more stories check out the newsletter archives on the band web site: www.yorktownband.org/newsletter.html. 

http://www.yorktownband.org/newsletter.html
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2008 Marching Band Theme – “Latin Fusion” 

The theme of the 2008 Yorktown Marching Patriots’ show 
is “Latin Fusion,” taking the rich harmonies and colorful musi-
cal textures of various Latin Jazz musicians and fusing them 
together into a dynamic marching show. 

1. One More Time, Chuck Corea – Originally written by 
Gene Puerling as a simultaneous tribute to both trum-
pet player Chuck Mangione (of Yorktown Marching 
Patriots 2004 show fame) and jazz pianist Chick Corea 

(of Yorktown 
Marching Pa-
triots 2008 
show fame), 
One More 
Time, Chuck 
Corea was first 
bought to the 
marching 
world by the 
1982 Concord 
Blue Devils 
Drum Corps. 
This exciting 

piece serves as a fitting opener, fusing ideas from both 
Mangione and Corea into a fast-paced musical state-
ment. 

2. Spain – Our second piece, written by the aforemen-
tioned Chick Corea and recorded on his band Return 
to Forever’s critically-
acclaimed Light as a 
Feather album, has served 
as a jazz standard from 
the moment it debuted in 
1971. Featuring a lyrical 
quotation of Joaquin Rod-
rigo’s Concierto de Aran-
juez, Spain quickly de-
scends into an energetic 

musical experience and 
transitions to our next 
song via a dynamic per-
cussion solo section. 

3. Dindi – Closing with an 
Antonio Carlos Jobim 
standard, famously re-
corded by Frank Sinatra, this piece will highlight the 
sonority, dexterity, and power of the Yorktown March-

ing Patriots. Sweeping harmonies and 
soft bossa nova rhythms transition to a 
fast-paced, driving finale. 
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——————————————————————————————————— 

Membership Form 

Student Name:__________________________________________________________________
  
Parent or Sponsor Name:_________________________________________________________ 
  
Street Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
  
Home Telephone:_______________________________________________________________ 
  
Parent or Sponsor email:__________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate your tax-deductible contribution: 

 c Trustee’s Circle ($500+) c 1st Chair’s Friends ($75-124) 

 c Director’s Club ($250-499) c Booster Member ($35-74) 

 c Conductor’s Team ($125-249) c Contributor ($1-34) 

 
 

Contributing members are acknowledged in the Winter and Spring Concert Programs. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please make checks payable to: YHS Band Boosters 

Forms and contributions may be mailed to YHS Band Boosters—Steve Black, Treasurer 

4349 40th St N, Arlington, VA  22207 

You may also send in this form to Mr. Coffill with your student  

A membership form is also on the band Web site under Documents: 

www.yorktownband.org/Documents.htm 

Our band students greatly appreciate  
your generosity and commitment! 

 Please use this Band Boosters' Membership/Contribution 
form to help buy instruments and  

equipment needed to continue a high-level band program. 



Yorktown High School Band 
Arlington, Virginia 

We’re on the Web! 
yorktownband.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit the Band at 

yorktownband.org 

Yorktown Band Boosters 
5201 28th St N 

Arlington, VA 22207-1727 
 

Phone: 703-228-5370 
 

Brian Coffill 
Director of Bands 

yorktownbands@gmail.com 

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events 

Yorktown High School Band Volume 10, Issue 1, September 2008  

Can’t remember the practice schedule? 
When do you have to be there? 
Hey, did the schedule change  

or what? 
Check the YHS Band  

Calendar! 

yorktownband.org/
Calendar.htm 

MB=Marching Band SB=Symphonic Band CB=Concert Band All=Symphonic and Concert Bands 
 

September 
 5 F MB: Home Game vs. Madison, 6 pm call 
 6 Sa  MB:   Mini Band Camp, 9:00 am to 1:30 pm,  

 performance and ice cream social at 1pm, at YHS football field (Turf) 
 8 M  Parents: Band Boosters’ Meeting, cafeteria, 7 pm 
 13  Sa  ALL:  Band & Guard Car Wash, Shell, 10 am–2 pm 
     Shell Station (5630 Lee Hwy at Kensington) 
 19 F MB: Home Game vs. Stuart, 6 pm call 
 20 Sa MB:  USSBA Competition – Westminster, MD (Seniors’ Marching 

Patriots’ photo) 
 23 Tu Parents: Back-to-School Night 
 27 Sa MB: USSBA Competition – Herndon, VA 

October 
 3 F MB: Home Game vs. Edison, 6 pm call 
 10 F MB: Homecoming Parade after school & Home Game vs. Hern-

don, 6 pm call 
 18 Sa MB: VBODA State Marching Band Festival – Bealton, VA 
 24 F MB: Home Game vs. Mt Vernon, Senior Night, 6 pm call 
 25 Sa MB: USSBA Competition – Salem, VA 
 31 F MB: Jamestown & Nottingham ES Parades; Away Game vs. W-L 

November 
 3 M Parents: Band Boosters’ Meeting, cafeteria, 7 pm 
 13 Th ALL: Poinsettia Fundraiser Orders Due 

December 
 5 F ALL: Poinsettias Fundraiser Pickup, cafeteria, late afternoon  
 11 Th ALL: Winter Band Concert, auditorium, 7 pm  

 

January ‘09 
10 Sa Auditions for All-District Band, 

McLean HS 

February 
2 M Parents: Band Boosters’ Meeting, 

cafeteria, 7 pm 
5-7 Th-Sa All-District Band Event, 

Chantilly HS 
26 Th ALL: YHS Pyramid Band Con-

cert, Williamsburg MS, 7 pm 
28 Sa Auditions for All-Virginia Band/

Orchestra, James Madison Uni-
versity 
 

March 
 13,14 F-Sa ALL: District Band Festival, Oakton HS 

April 
 2-4 Th-Sa All-Virginia Band/Orchestra Event 
 16-19 Th-Su ALL: YHS Music Department 

Trip, TBA 

May 
 20 W Jazz on the Lawn 
 21 Th ALL: Spring Band Concert 

June 
 1 M Parents: Band Boosters’ Meet-

ing, cafeteria, 7 pm 
 18 Th ALL: Graduation, Constitution 

Hall 

mailto:yorktownbands@gmail.com
http://yorktownband.org

